
III.--TESTIMONY IN REGARD TO THE PRESENT CON- 
DITION OF THE FISHERIES, TAKEN IN 1871. 

]N~WPOILT~ RHODE ISLAND~ 
A~tgust 1, 1871. 

The following repor ts  were all made by  a phonographic  reporter ,  Mr. 
H. E. Rockwell,  of Washington~ and are in tended to presen t  the  words 
of the witnesses, wi thout  a l tera t ion : 

HENRY O. TIF:FT : 
There are very few fish indeed now, to what  there  used to be. They 

are growing scarcer every year ;  they  arc much scarcer this  year  than  
last ,  1 think.  I hear  people who fish say tha t  they  e,'rnnot do any- 
th ing  to what  they  could once. One of' them told me he had  been out  
and fished a week, and did not catch a black-fish. The t raps  catch them 
up in tile spr ing of the  year.  The t au tog  are a species tha t  go up the 
Providence  River  to spawn ; i t  is sal t  water  all the way up. W e  used 
to catch seup and tautog,  as many as we wanted,  away up Providence  
River  ~ but  they  don' t  catch scup now. I don' t  th ink  they  eould go any- 
where in l~ 'arraganset t  B a y  and catch ~ u p  with a hook and line. I 
don~t th ink  they catch them much in the  pounds.  

Mr. MAOr. I f  you were to t ake  a vote of the people, I th ink  i t  would 
be ten to one aga ins t  the use of pounds. Al l  the people say to me tha t  
the pounds are the cause of the diminution of the  fish. 

Mr. TI:~TT. Most of the  t raps  are in the r iver  ; none outside. They 
are in the Eas t  and W e s t  Bays,  and all the way up on both shores 
near ly  half-way up to Providence.  There is a t rap-seine a t  Poin} Jud i t h  
now; there  is ~ pound everywhere tha t  they can dr ive stakes.  There 
arc three  times as many pounds this  year  as las t  ; i t  is a money-making 
business,  and all want  to go into it. They say the leg is la ture  has  no 
power to stop them, and will keel) on fishing if  they are prosecuted.  
The fish s t r ike a t  Poin t  Jud i th  be~)re they  do in W e s t  Bay. I t  seems 
as if  they  were coming fi-om the south. Traps  were pu t  down first  at  
Saughkonet .  In the spr ing of the  year  yon will see l i t t le  spring-bass 
in the market ,  about  six inches long, taken  in these nets. The major i ty  
of them are small when the.~lfirst come. 

~ r .  ~fAcr .  Sixteen or eig:h'teen years  a~o there were five vessels went  
out from here, fishing for mackerel ,  but  they  sunk money in i t  and 
dropped the business. 

~'[r. TIF]~'T. There are some pounds on the south end of Providence  
Is land,  on both sides of the Canonicu G and through the et~st and west  
passages,  up as far as Tiverton. Scup are out of the question. All  k inds  
of fish are kil led out, and the breeding broken up. I think,  what  the 
pound men call small  scup, t ha t  they say they  catch so plenty this  year~ 
are skip-jacks, a They look almost  precisely al ike when small. The skip- 
j a ck  is a. small species;  never grows la rge  ~ the only difference from the 
scup is, t ha t  the skip-j~ck has finer scales than the scup. The skip-jack 
grow about  tour or five inches long. They are caught  about  the 
wharves  here;  but  no scup has a chance to spawn in our waters. 

This is a mistake ; the fish in question are small scup.--S. F. B. 
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Mr .  MACY. The  s q u e t e a g u e  a r e  four  t i m e s  as  p l e n t y  now as  I h a v e  
eve r  seen them before ,  a n d  keep  inc reas ing .  I n  1830 we c a u g h t  t he  f irst  
blue-fish in ~ a n t u e k e t  ; b u t  in 1851 m y  uncle  c : m g h t  a ba r r e l  which  he  
sa l ted .  T h e y  became  p l e n t y  a f t e r w a r d ,  and  con t inued  so up to t he  y e a r  
of  t he  p l a g u e  t h a t  k i l l ed  off a l l  t he  I n d i a n s  b u t  two  ch i ld ren .  T h e y  al l  
d i s a p l ) e a r e d  t h a t  yea r .  

Mr. J .  J .  CURRY~ dea l e r  in  fish : 
T h e  S1)anish m a c k e r e l  a re  c a u g h t  in th i s  v ic in i ty .  T h e y  are  more  

sca rce  t h i s  y e a r  t han  usual .  The  blue-fish run  a b o u t  as  l a s t  year ,  b u t  
l a rge r .  I h a v e  k e p t  a f i sh -marke t  he re  six years .  I do n o t  t h i n k  the  
b lue- f i sh  sca rce r  t h a n  t h e y  were  six y e a r s  ago.  The re  was  a. t ime,  six 
y e a r s  ago~ when in A u g u s t :  for  th ree  days :  we could  no t  ge t  any.  I do 
no t  k n o w  t h a t  t h e r e  a re  a n y  more  t r a p s  used  now than  the re  were s ix  
y e a r s  ago.  W e  ge t  a l l  our  fish tbr  m a r k e t  here  in th i s  n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  
e x c e p t  ha l i bu t ,  r o u n d  mackere l ,  and  sahnon ; these  come from Bos ton .  
S ix  y e a r s  ago  the  pr ice  of S p a n i s h  nmekerc l  was  for ty  cen ts  a p o u n d ;  
now t h e y  a re  wor th  a do l l a r  a pound .  Sahnon  a re  se l l ing  for fif ty cen ts  
a pound .  I b u y  my fish from the  pound-men ,  p a y i n g  a b o u t  f i f ty- f ive  
cen ts  a p o u n d  lo r  S p a n i s h  macke re l .  L a s t  y e a r  we h a d  four  t i m e s  as  
m a n y  Span i sh  m a c k e r e l  as  former ly .  T h e y  were f irst  c a u g h t  he re  tou r  
y e a r s  ago. W e  ge t  e i g h t  cen t s  a p o u n d  for  b lue- f i sh ;  neve r  sell  t h e m  
/'or less  t h a n  tha t .  Fh~t-fish we can h a r d l y  g ive  a w a y  in th is  m a r k e t .  
W e  g e t  e i g h t  cen ts  a p o u n d  ibr  weak-f ish,  ( squc teague . )  W e  do no t  sel l  
m a n y  r o u n d  m a c k e r e l  ; we c a m m t  ge t  more  t h a n  ten  or  twe lve  cen t s  a 
i )ound tbr  t h e m  fresh,  and:  ~ehen sa l ted ,  t h e y  sell  tbr  e igh t een  cen t s  
Soup b r i n g  five cen ts  ap iece  on an a v e r a g e  ; no t  more  t h a n  si~ or  e i g h t  
cen t s  a pound .  W e  ge t  no seup scarcely .  

SAMUEL AL:BI~O: dea le r  in  fish : 
W e  ge t  fo r ty  cen t s  a p o u n d  tbr  s h e e p % h e a d ;  t h e y  ,~re t a k e n  in  the  

W e s t  Bay .  W e  g e t  five cen t s  a p o u n d  for flat-fish, ( f lounders ; )  t a k e  
a n y t h i n g  we can ge t  for t h e m ;  t h e y  a re  not  much  used  here.  W e  g e t  
h a l f a  do l l a r  a p o u n d  lbr  sa lmon.  The re  is one k ind  of  l lat-fisl  b t h a t  we 
ca l l  pueker -n lou th :  tha~ is b e t t e r  t h a n  the  o t h e r  k ind.  ])~or l o b s t e r s  we 
ge t  five cen t s  ~ pound .  I t h i n k  blue-fish a re  more  p l e n t y  than  l a s t  year .  
T a u t o g a r e s c a r e e .  G e o r g e  Crabb*  m a k e s  five do l la r s  a day  c a t c h i n g  t a n t o g  
with a hook  and  l ine t he  y e a r  round.  I I e  will  a v e r a g e  a h u n d r e d  l )ounds  a 
(l~y. I n  t he  spring '  our  m a r k e t  would  no t  be as well  s u p p l i e d  wi th  fish i f  i t  
were  no t  ib r  the  pounds :  because  t h e y  eau  ca t ch  t hem in p o u n d s  before  
t h e y  will  b i t e  t he  hook.  D o w n  a t  G o o s e b e r r y  I s l a n d  t h e y  took  in  one 
p o u n d  as  m a n y  as  10,000 ba r r e l s  of  s m a l l ' s c u p :  so sma l l  t h a t  t h e y  d id  
no t  w a n t  t hem ; the  ne t  was so full  t h a t  t hey  could  not  hau l  it ,  a n d  h a d  
to ca t ch  hold  of  t he  b o t t o m  of i t  and  t ip  t h e m  out.  T h e y  were  SlnLwned 
south.  T h e y  n e v e r  saw such a lot  of  y o u n g  seup here  before.  I t  was  
f rom the  14th to the  18th of  M a y  t h a t  t h e y  c a u g h t  so m a n y  y o u n g  scup.  
The  b ig  ones  came  a long  a b o u t  ~i'om t h e  1st  to  t h e  10th of  May.  

FRANCIS BRI57L~Y: esq., c h a i r m a n  of  t h e  Commiss ion  on f i sher ies  of  
R h o d e  i s l a n d  : 

W e  h a d  m a n y  m e e t i n g s  of  the  Commiss ion  ill  d i f f e r e n t ' p a r t s  of  the  
S t a t e  to  m a k e  inqui r ies :  and  found  the  people  g e n e r a l l y  r e a d y  to a n s w e r  
them~ though  some hes i t a t ed .  A s  a g e n e r a l  th ing ,  t he  pound  or  t r a p  
men  here  would  no t  a t t e n d  the  mee t ings ,  a l t h o u g h  i n v i t e d  t h r o u g h  the  
no t ices  in t he  newspaper s .  Mr. S t evens  did  no t  appe~tr betbrc  the  Corn- 

See George Crabb's tcstimony~ p. 30~ to the contrary. 



PRESENT CONDITION OF THE FISHERIES. 9 

mission, nor did he respond to the interrogatorie.s sent him. There tins 
been a new development of" this question since our ]ast report was made. 
I t  is likely that  the subjec~ will come up next winter;  it. is largely 
political question here. There was a bill prepared last spring in the 
senate, about which there is a good deal of feeling, as it varies ti'om the 
bill which I prepared, in applying to the whole St~te of Rhode Ish~nd. 
Originally I took the ground that  we would t ry the experiment of run- 
ning the line in a particular manner. That  was opposed because it was 
unequal, ~:id it was said, " This is ~ partial line." Now they say to the 
pound.men, ~ You ha.re had time to get out of this business and pull 
up your t raps;  and having been forewarned, we will now run the line -<. 
the whole length of the waters of the State." I t  is possible there may 
be some resistance on account of want of jurisdiction, as gentlemen ot 
the profession are generally willing to embark in such matters. It: 
Connecticut they have passed a law prohibiting ~he catching of shad in 
pounds after this year. 

Mr. LY31A~. In Connecticut they set their pounds to the west of 
Connecticut River~ they do not catch enough east of it to make the 
business pay. 

Mr. 3lACY. I know that  a few years ago you could go out back of the 
fort and catch as many scup as you wanted;  but  I would like to see 
any one catch a scup there now. They said the people in Connecticut 
and Massachusetts are catching in nets, and why should we be cut off 
he:'e ? We catch shad very rarely here. Except ing very early in the 
season we get them l~om the East.  About  fifty-five or rifty-six years 
ago they caught  shad plenty around Nantucket.  

Mr. LY3:A~. That  was a sporadic run, about which there was some- 
thing very curious. 

Mr. J3R~?qLEY. In the Providence Press~ within two or three days, 
there has been -~ very strong article, in which the writer speaks of the 
great number of young scup which have been caught~ even within the 
waters near the eity~ except where the water was charged with impuri- 
ties, these young fish having got the advantage of the net fishermen by 
coming in two weeks earlier this year than usual. 

Professor BAIRD. Does he mean to imply that  these same young scup 
come in year by year '.~ 

Mr. ]3nI~LEV. No~ that  they escaped the nets this year, in conse- 
quence of coming in two weeks earlier than usual. Young scup have 
been killed in Providence I',ay by the impurity of the water. 

General C. C. VAN ZA~DT. I was chairman of a committee of the 
legislature on the subject of the shell-fish, and I tbund that  the impuri- 
ties had a great influence. We found oysters with a perceptible odor 
of coal-tar~ that  were taken five or six miles down the bay. This was 
sonl(~ y e a r s  s ince .  

5lr. SAI~IUEL POIVEL. The people who are interested in this question 
do not understand it at all as a whole. I think many facts are needed 
before we can act correctly in regard to it. To at tempt to stop the 
t rapping would not be useful in the end, as the traps gather great  quan- 
tities of fish in ~r short t ime--more than the lines could do in a long 
time. The matter  here is now tbught off till next Janu~try. I am 
wedded to no theory ; but  there is a curious fact that  the fish come this 
year~ bringing their little ones with them. 
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NE~VPORT~ t~IIODE ISLAND~ August 2, ].871. 
J. ~i. K. SOUTItW~CK: 
I am not now a practical fishermau~ although I have fished many 

years with traps and nets of different kinds. The question is one which 
excites considerable feeling. We have two styles of nets ; what is called 
the trap~ and the heart-seine or pound. 

[These were illustrated by drawings in this manner :] 

There is no bottom to the trap-net, and it must be watched all the 
time. Fish, when not excited~ will remain ill it some time, especially 
scup ; but  menhaden are apt to get out unless they are closely watched. 

Tile first trap is set at Franklin ttoliow~ to catch the fish as they run 
south~ on the eastern shore of the West  Passage. I t  has a leader of 
something like a hundred iathoms. Traps have been tried on the west 
shore, but  no fish are caught  there in the spring. 

There is a heart-seine in Mackerel Cove, which has a leader of about 
seventy.fve ihthoms. There are two set near For t  Adams. I set one 
five years at  Pine-Tree Beach~ having a leade~" of forty-five ththoms. 
The leader is generally set perpendicular to the shore. There is a heart- 
seine at Coddington~s Cove. The rest are usually traps. I catch fish 
usually by the 10th of May. This year the fish came carlier~ and prob- 
ably could have been caught  by the 1st of May. The fish were ten days 
later at  Coddington~s Cove than at Pine-Tree Cove. VChen the fish first 
come in the spring~ we catch a few at first, and then a hundred or two, 
and then pret ty soon several hundred barrels. The first run is generally 
larger than the later. The first run of scup that  comes iu~ is generally of 
large scup~ all large, weighing from two to three pounds. The,~ per- 
haps a week afterward~ the smaller scup, two-thirds the size of the 
others come in ; and two weeks l'~ter they come that  weigh from half to 
three-quarters of a pound. The last run are smaller~ and many not 
worth saving~ and many pass through the meshes of the net. 
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There is a phenomenon that  has happened this year not commonly 
observed by fistmrmen before. The Saughkonet  and all the other fish- 
e rmen- - I  come in contact with a l l - - report  to me tha t  they saw the 
small scup in vast  quantities about the time they were taking up their 
nets ; they described them as being from half au inch long up to three 
inches. That was about the 1st of June. Still later they were reported 
to be further up the bays ; and in Ju ly  Mr. Arnold~ of West  Greeuwieh~ 
told me that  the river up there seemed to be full of them. 

From the middle to the last of May the heart-seines are put  down gt 
different points along higher up the bays ; some of them may have been 
p u t  in about the 1st of May, but they do not begin fishing much until  
a little later. I have a heart-seine now "~t Dutch Is land tiarbor~ in the 
West  Bay. 

Flat-fish are caught  about here in the winter. 
Captain Calhoun stated to me that  he saw the first scup caught  here~ 

which was placed on exhibition at the United States Hotel. There is a 
tradition that  they first occurred here about 1793, and the sheep's-head 
disappeared here about that  time. There have been more sheep's-head 
caught  here this season than I have ever known. I have seen a dozen 
in the market at once. 

Scup have been much more abundant  this year than at anyt in le  
during the last five or six years ;  still~ not so plenty as at some former 
periods. 

The bluefish have not shown themselves very plenty yet  this year ;  
they have been rather scarce. There have not beett so many as last 
year, up to the present time. 

I thiuk the squeteague have been as plenty as ever before ; they have 
been very plenty indeed. 

About  the time that  the blue-fish come, the soup disappear. 
There is no doubt but that  the great majority of the fish are destroyed 

while iu their spawn or small fry. 
In  May the spawn of the scup is found in different degrees of deveL 

opment ; while some are quite ready to spawn~ others have it developed 
but little. Some have no spawn in them. I saw six c leanedin  the 
month of 5'lay, of which only one had spawn ; there might have been 
the same number taken, and every one had spawn in it. 

We catch in our traps and pounds the seup in largest quanti ty ; next 
• w - - - - - - -  

c o m e  the sea.bass;  then~ squeteague;  then, blue-fish; and then the 
flat-fish~ called the brail, the pucker-mouth~ and the fiounder~ then~ 
tautog. 

The great  bulk of the fish caught  in the pounds goes to New York. 
I have known seup sold as low as fifty cents a barrel, five or six years 

ago. They sometimes sell fish for just  what they cart get, b6eause they 
cannot be kept long enough to get them to market. Sea-bass bring 
about the sanle price as seup general ly--about  five cents a pound. Sque- 
league bring tour eeuts; blue-fish, five cents ; flat-fish, from two to three 
cen ts - -many have been soldtbr two cents each. Very few fish are salted 
here, except the herring. 

Menhaden are second to seup in nmnber  of pounds caught ;  they are 
used for oil and b,'~it. One g~ng caught  1,500 barrels of menhaden last 
week. There are three or ibur oil-works on this island. This season is 
reported to be the best for many years for menhaden. For bait they are 
sold for a dollar a barrel, and sometimes a dollar and a ha l l  When  
sold for manure, they bring about thir ty cents a barrel. The purse-nets 
Supply the oil-works generally with menhaden. 
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JOHN ]). SWAN : 
I h`%ve been fishing about forty-eight years, with hook and line ; have 

never used traps or seines of any k ind- -noth ing  more than agill-net for 
herring ibr bait. I have fished about Brenton~s Reef~ mostly fi)r black- 
fisi~ (tautog.) I think tautog is about as plenty this year as last ; but  
not so plenty as five years ago. Eighteen or twenty years ago~ in two 
hours I could get as many as I wanted. Then we got four or five cents 
%̀ pound at retail;  now we get eight cents. I f  we get fifty pounds a day 
now, and work hard, we do a pret ty good business. I sell to families ; 
dealers give only about five cents a pound. 

I have not seen %̀ seup this season in the water. We used to catch 
them when fishing for tautog. I have not seen the run of young scup 
that  there is so much said about~ I have not seen young scup this year  
in gre`%ter quanti ty than usual. 

We did not formerly catch seup with the hook until ten days after 
they were seen. They used to run so thick that  they would crowd one 
another up out of water. There was one place where they run over ,% 
point where the wa~er was nine feet (leep~ and they were so thick as to 
be crowded out of water. I went there this spring in the month of May, 
a.nd did not see a scnp there. 

Mr. SOUTI~WICK. I t  was reported that  scup have been seen there. 
Mr. Sw2~. Soup have been dwindling off ever since the traps ap- 

peared, and I attr ibute the diminution to the traps. 
Mr. SouI '~w~(~.  I think i~ is due to some increase of enemies. I 

think all fisb~ if ]eft `%lone, would multiply ~t certain periods `%nd become 
very numerous, until their particular enemies increased and destroyed 
their spawn. We know that  all spawn has enemies. I do not think 
there has heen so much decrease ,%8 is ,%sserted; I think it has been 
principally in the bays and not in the waters gener,%lly. They are 
scarce in the bay from over-fishing by the great number of fishermen 
around the shores. In  fishing tbr bass, they will pl`%y with the bass they 
hook until he drives all the other fish away. I think that has an effect 
on the bass. The senp~ I think, are affected by the impurities of the 
water in coming up the bay. The appearance of the blue-fish and the 
impurities of the waters from the manufactories keep out the scup. 

Mr. SwaN. I have not caught  %̀ blue-fish this year except when fish- 
ing for bass ; they `%re not plenty enough to be worth fishing for. 

Mr. SOUTHWICK. My observation shows that  the bhm-fish have been 
less than last year. They s t ruckin  very scattering. 

Question. When were scup first seen this season ? 
Mr. Sou~ItwICK. Somewher~ `%bout the third of 5~Iay, at Pine-Tree 

Cove. Frequently we do not see them, though they `%re in the water. 
They swim slowly and almost always with the tide. I think they drift 
backward and forw`%rd with the tide ; unless frightened, they never go 
against the tide. 

Mr. OBED KI~'G. There is not three days difference between Watch  
Hill and Gay Head. This season they caught  seup at Gay Head first. 

Mr. SOUTHWICK. I used to think it was safe. not to put  in my net at 
:Pine.Tree Cove till I heard of the fish being caught  down near the light- 
boat, off the mouth of the harbor. That  w,%s so well established as being 
safe to act upon, that  I should not hesitate now to act upon it. F o r  
three years: I think, the 10th, l l t h ,  and 12th of May were first days on 
which scup were caught. This year they seined them about the 3d of 
May. Sea-bass were more plenty at Saughkonet  this year than last. 

Mr. SWAN. I have not found them so plenty. 
5Jr. SOU~HWICK. I fished at Pine-Tree Cove five years, and for the 
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first four years I did not exceed four or five hundred pounds a month. 
This year I got at  some single hauls more than during the whole former 
season. Last  year I got as mauy as twelve or fifteen hundred-weight.  
I do not know the cause of the diminution of the scup, but I think they 
may have diminished ti'om the same cause that  many other fish have 
that  were never caught  in our traps, such as the bull's-eye ; the old fisher- 
men say they used to catch thenl in large quantities. 

Mr. SWA~. They used to be here every season. They disappeared 
twenty-five years ago. There is not one to ten striped bass that  there 
used to be. They catch the small ones by hundreds, in the traps, early 
in the season. 

Mr. SovmI IWlC~=. We take up the traps after May, and do not pu~ 
them down ,~gain at all. The heart-seines arc kept down through the 
season, because the heart-seines do not need watching, and you can go 
and get the fish out at any time~ the fish remaining in them. The traps 
are best when the fish come in large bodies. We catch menhaden iu 
the traps sometimes; but we have to work very quick. Theheart-seines 
are supposed to catch all the time. 

Mr. KI~(~. Nine out of ten of the fish have spawn in them in the 
spring ; they are slow and lie around~ aml will not run out of a square 
trap. Gill-nets are used around here too ; they catch blue-fish in them 
outside~ but they are much more scarce than ibrmerly. They say scup 
~re blind when they first come, bu t i t  is not so ; they move slow because 
they are tidl of spawn. Large bass are caught  [,ere in the winter~ in 
deep water~ with clam-bait~ but they are slow in biting. In one winter 
they were thrown up in great numbers on Block Islaud~ frozen to death. 
The pucker-mouth is caught  ill winter in shallow water;  the other flat 
fish go into deeper water. 

Mr. SWAN. 1 caught a Spunish mackerel about twenty years ago. We 
should not get many now were it not for the traps. 

Mr. Soumr~wlci;. They are caught only in the heart-seines, because the 
square traps are t ' tken up before they come in. 

Mr. SWAN. I can remember when the blue-fish first came in ; they did 
not catch them when I was a boy. I t  must have been forty .)'ears ago 
when~ at one time that  I had been fishing for tautog, I trolled ibr blue- 
fish~ and got several that  day. Twenty years ago we couhl catch seup 
in any quantity, but  since the traps came in they dwindled off. 

Mr. SOUTHWICK. Nobody disputes the fact that  scup have of late years 
been less plenty than formerly. They showed themselves quite plenty 
last year. ~ea r  Bristol Ferry  they caught them in plenty. 

Mr. K [ ~ .  There were not so ma.ny barrels shippedt to :New York this 
year as last. 

Mr. SOUTHWlOK. That  is no criterion. The great bulk of the fish are 
sent directly to ~New York from the traps in vessels. 

Mr. KINC~. There have not been half so many vessels on the river as 
last season. I have not caught  three scup in three years. 

Mr. SouTIIWICI;. The potmds about Point  Judi th  have taken more 
than in any year tbr three years ; that  is the general information. There 
is one trap, near the Spouting Rock at Watch  Hill~ which has been more 
successful in gett ing scup this year than for a nmnber of years. 

WILLIA)Z DENNIS~ ]~sq. : 
Question. Have you paid any attention to the political economy of 

this fishing question ? 
Answer. I am a ~-cwportcr~ and mn here every year for about two 



1A~ REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF FISH AND FISHERIES. 

mon ths ,  and  I fish a l l  t he  whi le  wi th  a l ine.  I h a v e  f ished r e g u l a r l y  
s ince  1828~ and  know s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  it. C o m p a r e d  wi th  t he  f s h i n g  
t w e n t y  y e a r s  ago~ u n d e r  t h e  same  condi t ions ,  t he  n u m b e r  of  t a u t o g  
c a u g h t  now would  no t  be  more  t h a n  one-e igh th  as  many .  There  axe no 
seup n o w ;  I h a v e  no t  eaugh~ one th i s  year .  I have  been  f ishing two 
weeks,  a n d  f ishing where  soup o u g h t  to be  v e r y  a b u n d a n t ;  I have  no t  
c a u g h t  one or seen one. I cons ide r  t hem n e a r e r  gone  t h a n  the  I n d i a n s .  
T w e n t y  y e a r s  ago I used  to go ou t s ide  for m y  f i sh ing  mostly~ a n d  m y  
ea r  would  hold ti 'om one h t m d r e d  to one h u n d r e d  and  f if ty pounds .  I n  
t h e  o r d i n a r y  eond i t ion  of  w e a t h e r  I wou ld  fill i t  and  be  home  by n ine  
o~eloek in the  m o r n i n g ;  and  when  I lef t  of[' fishing~ h a v i n g  e a u g h t  as  
m a n y  as  I wanted~ I cou ld  have  c a u g h t  as  m a n y  more  i f  I wished.  I 
t h i n k  t h a t  n o %  f ish ing  the  same  time~ u n d e r  t he  s ame  e i reumstanees~ 
on t h e  same ground ,  i f  [ s a v e d  al l  t h a t  I eould~ a n d  e x h a u s t e d  m y  ab i l i ty ,  
and  go t  twenty- f ive  p o u n d s  of al l  k i n d s  of  fisl b I shou ld  do well.  I 
f i shed for n o t h i n g  excep t  t au tog .  I f irst  b e g a n  to a p p r e c i a t e  a d i f ferenee 
w i th in  t en  or  twe lve  y e a r s - - a  v e r y  sens ib le  differenee.  I n e v e r  saw 
a n y  difference un t i l  t r a p s  were  set. I know that~ a f te r  the  t r aps  had  
been  in suecessf ld  ope ra t i on  a sho r t  t ime,  t he re  was a c lear  d i m i n u t i o n  
of  t he  fish, t h e  Same t h a t  t h e r e  a l w a y s  is in eoun t r i e s  whe re  b i r d s  a re  
t r a p p e d .  You  canno t  shoot  up  the  g a m e - - n e i t h e r  woodeoek  nor  pin- 
n a t e d  g rouse  i a n d  you  canno t  e x t e r m i n a t e  t he  fish wi th  t he  hook  a n d  
l ine.  C o n s e q u e n t l y  t h e r e  was no d i m i n u t i o n  un t i l  t he  t r a p s  were  set  
here .  Of  course  the  fish a r e  d i m i n i s h i n g  all  t he  while.  I don~t be l i eve  
t h a t  to -morrow m o r n i n g  you  can  t a k e  a box of  erabs~ and  go out  and  ca teh  
a h u n d r e d  p o u n d s  a d a y  for a week.  W e  don ' t  know w h a t  t h e y  t a k e  in 
t r aps .  T h e y  say  t h e y  n e v e r  ge t  any ,  Mthough  o the r  peop le  h a v e  seen 
t h e m  ca r r i ed  of[' b y  the  ea r t load .  They  t a k e  e v e r y t h i n g  fi 'om a s h a r k  
down to a l a rge  ehogse t .  The  ve ry  m o m e n t  you  s ink  you r  t r a p  ~o the  
bottom~ yon  are  sure  to t a k e  s h a r k  as  any  o the r  fish. Those  who fish lb r  
s t r i ped  bass  te l l  me t h e y  a re  v e r y  scarce.  I have  been  here  two weeks,  
a n d  h a v e  c a u g h t  a few fine t au tog ,  b u t  I h a v e  e a u g h t  t h e m  all  in  t h e  
r i ve r  ; and  of  course  t h a t  is no w a y  to d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  a re  a n y  
fish~ because  i f  t h e r e  were  one or two  h u n d r e d  fish here  a t  t h i s  t ime,  
t h e y  would  be  sea-fish t h a t  came  in to  t he  r iver .  I r e m e m b e r  ve ry  well  
when  the  blue-fish eame here.  

Mr. Swat>'. The  blue-f ish were  smal l  when  t h e y  f r s t  eame  here~ no t  
w e i g h i n g  over  a I)ound a n d  a h a l l  ' T h e  b i g g e s t  1 /ever  c a u g h t  w e ighe d  
i b u r t e e n  pounds ,  i t h i n k  I have  seen one w e i g h i n g  e igh teen  pounds .  

Mr. DENNIS. I have  m y  own t h e o r y  a b o u t  sque t cague .  I was  fishing~ 
s ix  or  seven  y e a r s  a g% off P o i n t  Judi th~ when  I h o o k e d  the  f i rs t  sque- 
t e a g u e  I ever  c a u g h t  here.  I then  took  twe lve  l a rge  fish~ we igh ing  
seven or e i g h t  pounds .  I t a k e  i t  t h e y  r equ i r e  a peeu l i a r  k i n d  of  ba i  L 
which  is b e c o m i n g  more  a b u n d a n t  t h a n  i t  ha s  been.  T h e r e  is on ly  one 
fish he re  t h a t  m a i n t a i n s  i t s  numer i ca l  i n t e g r i t y ;  flm~ is t he  chogse t .  

~ir. SOUTIIW1CK. N o t h i n g  b u t  m e n h a d e n  a rc  used  tbr  manure .  I n  
t h e  five y e a r s  t h a t  I f ished [ neve r  sold  any  to be p u t  on land ,  e x e e p t  
a b o u t  two ba r r e l s  of  was te  fish. [ have  sold~ p e r h a p s ,  in t h a t  t im% 
seven ty- f ive  b a r r e l s  of  m e n h a d e n .  

Mr. Sw~N. W e  f ind the  t a u t o g  two or t h r e e  n files f rom l a n d  in win te r ,  
a n d  the  ehogse t  s tow away  in deep  water .  L o b s t e r s  a re  p r e t t y  scarce  
now. L a s t  y e a r  1 a v e r a g e d  l o r r y  a day  in  m y  po t s  : th is  y e a r  not  more  
t h a n  twenty- f ive  or  t h i r t y .  T lmy somet imes  b u r r o w  t h e m s e l v e s  up  in 
t he  sand.  

C a p t a i n  S ~ I ~ I A N  ful ly  i n d o r s e d  the  s t a t e m e n t  of  Mr. Dennis .  H e  
h a d  been  f i sh ing  wi th  h im a g r e a t  deal .  The re  has  been a gene ra l  de- 



PRESENT CONDITION OF THE t ' IS t IERIES.  15 

preeiation of the fish since the traps have been set. The bays are so 
blocked up with nets that  the fish cannot come in. I t  will not admit  of 
an argmnent. I can think of nothing else than the traps as the cause of 
the diniinntlon. 

3[1'. SOUTItWIOK. If" traps are the sole cause of the diminution of the 
seup, what could have been tile cause of the diminution of the bull's- 
eye~ sea-bass, blue-fish~ and squeteague~ all of which have disappeared 
almost wholly in this century, and again returned~ with the exception of 
the bull's eye ? I am told the sea-bass disappeared about thir ty years 
ago~ and then came on again. 

Mr. SW;tN. I never knew them to disappear. About  fifteen years ago~ 
one 4th of July,  I trolled tbr blue-fish while going out to my lobster- 
pots, and I got a striped bass tha t  weighed thir ty pounds. After  I had 
h'mled my pots~ I caught  two more, one weighing nineteen and the other 
twenty-one pounds. On the 8th of Ju ly  I went again, and, alter hauling 
my pots~ I cut up a little lobster and fixed my bait~ and when I threw 
my line it got snarled, and in t rying to twitch out the snarl, I caught  a 
fish ; and that  day I got eight thai weighed in the aggregate  two hun- 
dred and seventy-six pounds after they were cleaned. I do not think 
the steamboats have any influence in diminishing the fish. A steamer 
coming within fifty yards of a fishing-place would not drive away the 
fish. In former times, a common impression among the fishermen was 
that  if the heads and gills of the fish used *br bait were thrown into the 
water, it would scare away the fish~ but I always throw them overboard. 

I have no idea how old seup are when they spawn. I think soup as 
large as a man's hand will httve spawn in then,. We generally save 
the spawn of the large seup to eat. Seup move with the t ide;  other 
fish we do not see so much, as they keep near the bottom ; the seup are 
seen when they go over shallow places. 

I don~t think I ever saw seup in blue-fish; I h.~ve found little mack- 
erel aml shiners something l ike a herring, and menhaden. Blue-fish 
throw out  all tha t  is in their stomach when caught. 

Before traps were put in we could see the tautog in tim water about 
the reek, and under the edges of the stones in. a warm day. Some say 
you ca/mot catch tautog in a tlmnder-storm. That  is " all in your eye." 
I caught  more fish in one thunder-squall than I had caught  all day in 
another place. When  tautog are plenty, the best bait tbr themis  the 
crab;  but. I always fish with lobsters. They eat the muscles off tim 
rocks. I have seen some of the reeks covered with muscles at one time, 
and then the star-fish would come and eat them all oft: 

I think there are more hand-line fishermen than there were fifty years 
ago. The business has rather increased during the last twenty years. 

Bonito were never plenty about here. I never caught  more than one 
in a day and not a great nlany in all. 

I have never seen any fish that  appeared sickly except the cod-fish ; 
that  is sometimes what we call loath,. I think those have the consump- 
tion. Menhaden are very bad bait tbr lobsters. I f  there is any in their 
paunch when boiled, the oil comes right through the meat. Any  strong 
fish aftbct lobsters in the same way. The bulPs-eye fish was poisonous if 
kept long. I t  was a kind of chub-nmekerel. 

Twenty-five years ago~ I think, I caught  165 blue-fish in one day and 
ttlree bass~ trolling. Thi~t is the most [ ever caught  in one day. 
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~EWPORT, RHODE ISLAND, 
August 2, 1871--Afternoon. 

LIEUTENANT GOYEI~NOR PARDON W. STEVENS: 

I have  on ly  one p o u n d  ; I do no t  t r a p  a t  all .  W e  t h o u g h t  we cou ld  
do b e t t e r  in b u y i n g  fish. The  t r a p  is a R h o d e  I s l a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n  ent i re -  
l y ;  t h e y  a r e  set  only  a b o u t  t h r ee  weeks.  P r e v i o u s  to l a s t  y e a r  t h e y  
c o m m e n c e d  t r a p p i u g  a b o u t  t h e  20 th  of  A p r i l ,  b u t  th i s  y e a r  no t  t i l l  t h e  
1st  of  May.  The  t r a p  is l ike  an  ob long  box,  w i t h  one end  k n o c k e d  out .  
B u t  in a hear t - se ine  we can hohl  the  fish we ca tch .  A b r o t h e r ' o f  m y  
p a r t n e r  go t  a b'~ss in his  p o u n d  t h a t  we ighed  f i f ty- two pounds .  The  
l e ade r  of the  t r a  l) m u s t  be long  enough  to ge t  to  a sn t l ic ieut  d e p t h  
of  water .  O v e r  on the  S a u g h k o n e t  s ide the  l eade r s  m'e two h u n d r e d  
th thoms.  The  l eade r s  run  from eas t  to west ,  wi th  t he  m o n t h  of  t he  t r a p  
to  t h e  n o r t h  ; a n d  where  t h e y  set  s eve ra l  t r aps ,  Cite l e a d e r  of  one runs  a 
l i t t l e  b y  t h a t  of  ano the r .  The  f ishers  t h e r e  m e a s u r e  off t h e  w a t e r  a n d  
d r a w  for it .  T h e r e  is  a sor t  of  a g r e e m e n t  a m o n g  t h e  t r a p p e r s  t h a t  t he  
l e a d e r s  sh~tll be two h u n d r e d  i~ thoms.  The re  is one p lace  where  t h e y  
a l low t h e m  longer .  On t h e  s o u t h e a s t  co rner  of t he  S t a t e  t hey  a l low 
t h e m  to go ou t  five h u n d r e d  fa thoms,  so as  to ge t  squa re  wi th  t he  one  
a t  S a u g h k o u e t  Po in t .  

W e  scC t h e  m o u t h  of  t he  t r a p  up  s t r e a m  because ,  as  t he  t ide  runs  nor th ,  
t h e  t r a p  nmsC be r i g h t  ac ross  t he  t i d e ;  the  open  p a r t  to t he  n o r t h w e s t ,  
a n d  the  l e a d e r  on the  sou th  side.  The  m o u t h  is in some i n s t a n c e s  
l e a d e d  a n d  goes  to  t he  bo t t om.  [ n e v e r  w o r k e d  a trail) a t  S a u g h k o n e t  i 
w h a t  I know abou t  t he  f i sh ing  t h e r e  I lea.rn when  I go t h e r e  to b u y  fish. 
I n e v e r  w o r k e d  "~ t r a p  excep t  down in  th i s  bay .  

I t h i n k  the  fish a r e  b o u n d  e a s t w a r d .  I a l w a y s  took  t im g r o u n d  t h a t  
i f  t he  fish were  b o u n d  to t he  r i ve r  t he  t r a p s  would  no t  h i n d e r  them.  I 
t h i n k  the  hea r t - s e ine  is  nmch  more  in ju r ious  t h a n  t im t r a p ,  i f  e i ther .  
Tl~ere are  m a n y  d a y s  when  a m a n  canno t  a t t e n d  to h is  t r ap .  I t  r equ i r e s  
a h n o s t  as  much  a t t e n t i o n  to fish wi th  a t r a p  as  in t he  h a u l i n g  of  a seine.  
I I M f  a g a n g  a t t e n d  hMf  a d a y  and  the  o the r  h a l f  t he  res t .  I t  u s u a l l y  
r equ i r e s  six nten to  h a u l  up  Che g a t e  to  a t r ap .  I a t t e n d  one wi th  one 
1121 fin. 

I h a d  a . hea r t - s e ine  a t  S a e h u e s t  Po in t ,  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  i f  t he  fish wen t  
up  the  r i ve r  t h e r e  I wou ld  t r y  and  geC some. The  l e a d e r  runs  f rom the  
shore  s ix ty- f ive  or  s e v e n t y  fa thoms .  W e  a t t e n d e d  t h a t  d i l i gen t ly ,  a n d  
a l l  t he  seup we go t  was two.  W e  go t  p e r h a p s  ha~.f a dozen tautog~ a 
few dozen codfish,  and  a ibw b a r r e l s  of  he r r ing .  W e  set  to ca t ch  
S p a n i s h  m a c k e r e l  or  a n y t h i n g  thaC wou ld  run  in in  t h e  smnmcr .  I was  
sa t i s f ied  t h a t  no fish wen t  ' tbove,  bu~ t h e y  wen t  across .  I know the  fish- 
e rmeu  do no t  go more  t h a n  two  a n d  a ha l f  mi les  n o r t h  of  S a u g h k o n e t  
P o i n t ;  b u t  we were  two  mi les  a b o v e  t l i em.  

A s  a gene ra l  rule ,  we h a v e  to set  our  t r a p s  ou the  cas t  s ide  o f  t h e  
c h a n n e l  tbr  the  f irst  run  of  s o u p . . [  do not  k n o w  so much a b o u t  t h e  
second  run ,  bee~mse smal l  seup st'~y he re  al l  summer .  W h e n  you  t a k e  
up  a, school  of  these ,  t hey  a re  a h n o s t  a cMico-color ;  t he  f i rs t  r u n  a r e  
ahnos t  whi te .  I neve r  saw any  wi th  r e g u l a r  ba r s  on them.  Some  t h a t  
a re  cMled the  Chird run  of  scup are  c a u g h t  up a t  t h e  h e a d  of  t he  bay .  
I c m m o t  te l l  w h e t h e r  t h e  l a rge  soup have  eve r  been c a u g h t  up a t  t h e  
h e a d  of  the  bay ,  because  I neve r  f ished there .  My idea  is  t h a t  t he  fisll 
come in eas t  of  B lock  I s l a n d  and  s t r i ke  f r s t  a t  W a t c h  Hi l l  and  P o i n t  
J u d i t h .  I don'~ know how far  in to  t he  S o u n d  t h e y  go ; b u t  t h e y  c a t c h  
t h e m  first  a t  W a t c h  Ff.ill. I Chink the  b ig  scup do no~ go up the  W e s t  
River .  [ have  seen t h e m  r u n n i n g  across  B r e u t o n ' s  Ree f  on t h e i r  w a y  
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eastward.  Some say they are bl ind a t  first, but  I never saw any t h a t  
were so; I never saw any tha t  did not move t)retty fair. They move 
faster  in warm we'~ther than when it  is cooler. Recent ly they  have got  
the first soup at  \Va~ch Hill ; b a t  there used to be a t rap  west of Beaver  
Tail  l ight ,  which picked them up first. Now they have r igged i t  as a 
pound. 

Ther6 would not be more than  a day 's  difference between the t imes of 
catching at  Fo r t  A d a m s  and Sanghkonet .  They caught  scup in Vbm- 
yard  Sound this  year  two days  before we did. On the 20th of Apr i l  we 
caught  th i r teen barrels.  W e  caught  some on the 18th of A p r i l ;  t ha t  
was sixteen days earl ier  than  las t  year.  Some of the run got  by and 
went  down to the Vineyard  Sound. 

Seup are more scarce than they used to be. 
There were two cold seasons a few years  ago, and a g rea t  many tau- 

tog were frozen, and i t  was a number  of seasons before we could get  
many to supply  the marke t  here. I have heard  tha t  they are more 
t)lenty this  year. When they fl'oze, they were thrown up on tile :Nan- 
tucker  shore, and they were cut out of the  ice and sent to New York. 
That  was in 1856-'57. 

Thalt could not have affected the scut)~ because thi~y do not  s tay  
around here. The chogset  were affected in our harbor.  

Question. W h a t  do you suppose has  affected the abundance  of the 
bass  

Answer.  They are much scarcer  than they were formerly. I do not  
know what  has cleaned them out. I suppose tha t  ca tching some in 
the spr ing of the  year  may affect them somewhat.  

.No fish are used for manure excep~ menhaden.  I was ready to 
give two dollars  a barre l  for scup, and they were not  worth t ha t  fbr 
manure.  That  was the lowest price this  year.  The h ighes t  price was 
five dol lars  a t  the t raps.  W e  get  in New York jus t  what  t i le commis- 
sion merchants  are a mind to pay  us. Sometimes we do p re t ty  well, 
and  sometimes not. The scup are packed in bulk in ice, and sent to 
:New York or Phi ladelphia .  A common sloop-smack from New London 
carr ies  about  100 barrels.  

Question. Supposing tha t  i t  is decided to t ry  any exper iments  with 
t raps ,  in the way of legislation~ is there  any compromise th'at can be 
made between no t raps  at  all or all t ha t  people choose to put  down;  
would i t  be expedient  to a t t empt  any l imi ta t ion of the length  of the 
leader,  the size of mesh, and t ime of kecl)ing them down 0.t 

Answer.  I j udge  tha t  a l imitat ion of t ime would be best.  
Question. ~¥hat  would be best,  so many weeks or so many days  in a 

mouth ? 
Answer.  I should say, so many days. They run about,~ month,  and  

then the fishing in t raps  is all ovei '--f~om the 20th of Apr i l  to the 20th 
of May. 

Question. Suppose i t  should be said tha t  no fish shouhl be taken  from 
noon on Sa tu rday  to noon on Monday ; would tha t  be acceptable  ? 

Answer.  I t  ought  to be ; and i t  ought  to be made acceptable.  :Now, 
a l though ha l f  the men go home Sa tu rday  noon, the  rest  will make up 
a gang and fish Sunday,  and find a i~llow with a smack~ to whom they 
will sell their  catch, and then divide what  they get, and thus  make the 
share of eaclt g rea te r  than  tha t  of the rest  of the gang. 

Question. How could you t rea t  a t r ap  or pound so tha t  they  could 
not  catch any fish ? 

AIlswer. Have  i t  hauled up. W e  haul  our pound up with a long line, 
l eav ing  the bot tom up about  two fathoms. 

S. Mis. 61 2 
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Question. W h a t  would you suggest as tile proper way of securing 
general obedien(,e to such ,l law ? 

Answer. Hold the captains of the gangs responsible ; either confiscate 
their property or make a heavy penalty. 

I have had a long controversy with Tallmau about menhaden spawn- 
ing twice a year. Every fisherman says menhaden come along full of 
spawn in the spring, and go back in fall full of spawn. 

Question. Do you find slnall scup to any extent in the blue-fish that  
are taken in any way excel)tint in traps ? 

Answer. I t  is very seldom we catch them in any other way except 
with the gill-net. I have found blue-fish with young soup in them; 
when taken in gill-nets~ we ahnost always find scup in them. Blue-fish 
caught with a drail often vomit up the tbodin them. Sometimes three- 
fourths of the ibod would be young seup. I have shaken them out ot 
them within ~ week. Squeteague and blue-fish do tha t ;  they will eat 
anything that  runs free., To-day I picked up one, and just  took and 
pressed on the belly of the fish, and he was full of them. The pound is 
full of these small fish, and they get the little fish in the pound. I have 
seen the little striped smelt in thcm~ packed in them~ and looking like 
a row of I)encils. Sometimes they will come ashore with a lot of scup 
in them; and then again they will have nothing but hake and sea- 
robins. They will bite these off close Ul) to the fin ; and then they will 
come ashore with mackerel. I have seen them with small flat-fish in 
them. I don't  know as I ever found a crab in a blue-fish. I have al- 
ways ~aken particular pains to know what the blue-fish feed on. Until 
this became so extensive a watering-place~ I have shipped four thousand 
pounds of black-fish to New York in ,~ year. I have shipped a thou- 
sand to fifteen hundred sugar-boxes---bought them and sold them. Bu t  
then the competition became so great th ' t t  I could not affbrd to buy 
them. W h a t  were wanted here were sold readily, and the balance were 
sent off'. The retail dealers here buy fish wherever they can get them. 
Two buy to send to l~ew York, in connection with what they sell here. 

We caught  from one thousand to fifteen hundred pounds last week. 
We found them accidentally out in Saughkonet  l¢iver. They come up 
from the bottom every night. We catch blue.fish in gill-nets more than 
in the pounds. They destroy the nets very badly. 

I do not know as blue-fish are more plenty than last year ~ there have 
been days when they cannot catch any. We are catching now full as 
many as we did last year. We get the fish at night ; we catch the fish 
below the middle of the net then ; but  when the fish are playing on the 
top, we get them near the top of the net. We have our nets with a mesh 
two and oue-h~flf inches to four and one-half; they are from fifty to ninety 
ihthoms long. They are made by Mr. Stowe, of Boston. 

My partner 's  brother went down the other day and caught  twenty- 
eight bass. :If there comes a heavy sea~ on the i'~ll of the sea they can 
get large bass~ plenty of them. My partneffs brother went down and 
caught  eight or nine hundred-weight~ and Mr. Perry  Cole ~nd Mr. Dur- 
kee get a great many. 

Question. Are eels scarcer than they used to be ? 
Answer. I think so. Whether  the gas-works have affected them or not 

I do not know. Six or seven years ago I was a member of the legisla. 
ture~ and I went out one morning and found a man on the steps open- 
ing a basket of oysters, and I could smell the coal-tar in them very 
plainly. Fourteen or fifteen years ago I kept a fish-market on Long 
~Vhart'~ and you could see the tarry substance rise on the water and 
spread out while goitlg through the bridge. We have had a thousand 
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pounds of fish ki l led by i t  in one night.  Scup will not  go up Provi-  
dence River  ; i t  is noth ing  but  a mud-hole. I t  is only in the  pounds 
tha t  we get  the l i t t le  scup. When  fish were running  here, we caught  a 
g rea t  many young scup from two to five inches long. I never  knew 
any th ing  l ike i t  before ; none of us ever saw it  betbrc. I f  i t  had occurred 
i t  would have been observed. Menhaden have been more p len ty  this  
year  th,~n for many years  before. I heard a regular  fisherman say lie 
never  knew such Ju ly  fishing as there has been this  year  in the W e s t  
River.  Menhaden are caught  in the pounds in the spr ing of the  year.  
F o r t y  to fifty bar re ls  of menhaden wouhl be a large  yiehl. But  the 
purse-nets  t ake  as many as they  can hold, and sometimes they  lose 
thei r  nets ; they cannot  ga the r  up the fish soon enough, and they  would 
die and sink ; and they would have to cut open the seine. 

We get  mackerel  here in this  ha.rbor ; they are poor in the spring,  and 
have  spawn in them. In  A u g u s t  they have no spawn in them. We do 
not  catch any fish much when they nre full of spawn, nei ther  black-fish 
nor scup, nor the first run of lna ckerel.  Here  are n ine ty  to one hundred  
sail of mackerel -catchers  ly ing off here, and they take  the fa t tes t  mack- 
erel I have ever seen. Las t  year  was the first t ime they  have ever done 
it. Mackerel  lU'omise to be p lenty  this  )-ear. There is no sale for the 
s p r i n g c a t c h  ; they are poor mackerel.  

Question. I f  we had three t imes as many scup as we now have~ could 
we buy them for any less money ? 

Answer.  I f  the fish were not expor ted  from Rhode Island~ they  would 
not  be worth a cent a pound. 

Question. W h y  has the wholesale price been less this year  than  
bet'ore ? 

Answer.  I t  is because of the increase of pounds in Vineyard  Sound, 
and they all send fish to New York. Squeteague run fronl three to ten 
pounds. Large ones began to cotne here five or six years  ago. They are 
much larger  now than  they  used to be. They were here once before, 
and went  off more than forty years  ago~ and they  have not been p lenty  
since until  within a few years.  

W h e n  the blue-fish first came baek~ the people would not eat  them ; 
there  was no sale tbr t hem;  people said they  would make a sore on 
those tha t  eat  them. The prejudice aga ins t  them was so grea t  t ha t  you 
could not  sell one in market .  

In  1854 I used to catch the bulFs eye. They were here tbr a consider- 
able t ime after  that~ and had been off and on before that .  Tlmy were 
not  a regular  fi~h. 

There is only one pound at  Saughkone t  River. I have the only one 
there.  There was one set up in Coddington~s Cove by  a man by the 
name of Clarke. He got  a g rea t  many Spanish mackerel~ and tha t  set 
us af ter  them. The r ight  to fish is as perfect as any r ight  we have 
here in Rhode Is land.  The r ight  to the  fisheries and the r igh t  to the 
shore are all the  same. Al l  the people have a r igh t  to go on the shore~ 
being only l iable for any damage.  There is a path  clear  round from the 
bathing-houses  to the boat-house here. The r ight  is universal ly  recog- 
nized in Rhode Is land.  

~ATHANIEL SMITH : 
• I am seventy-three years  old. 

were scarcely any fish when I 

~EWPORT~ RItODE ISLAND, 
August 37 1871. 

[ have fished forty-six years. There 
left the business~ three  years  ago, on 
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accoun t  of  m y  hea l th .  F i s h  used  to be ve ry  p len ty ,  so t h a t  t~ny one 
could  ge t  "Is m a n y  as  he wan ted  ; t hey  were  l ) lenty  un t i l  the  t r a p p i n g  
was  commenced .  T h a t  was  a b o u t  1828 or  1830. B u t  I f ished be lb re  
t h e y  l ind any  t r a p p i n g  or  purse-se ines .  One man  could  ca tch  scup 
enough  tb r ty  y e a r s  ago  to  load  a boa t  in a shor t  t ime.  I have  s~.'en t he  
w a t e r  al l  full  of  t h e m  u n d e r  lny boat .  E v e r y  one could  ca tch  qs m a n y  
sea-bass  or  t a u t o g  as  he wan ted .  The  blue-fish came a r o u n d  in 1834, 
I th ink .  I c a u g h t  t he  f irst  blue-fish,  wh ich  was a b o u t  a tbot  long.  E v e r y  
y e a r  t hey  /)ecame molx., and  more  p l e n t y  ; l)ut stil l  t lmy d id  no t  m a k e  
a n y  difference wi th  t he  o t h e r  fish. I t  neve r  made  any  odds  wi th  the  
t a u t o g  nor  bass- f i sh ing,  because  I h a v e  ( :aught  the  b a s s r i g h t  among  them.  
I had a bass  once wi th  a scup  in his  t h roa t ,  choked  wi th  it.  1 d o n ' t  t h i n k  
blue-fish t r o u b l e  scup a t  all.  i neve r  saw scup s p a w n i n g  ; b u t  t h i n k  t h e y  
spawn nl) the  r iver ,  close in shore.  I never  f ished tbr  scup much,  b u t  t h e y  
were  plet~ty, a n d  t h e r e  was  no d i t l icn l ty  in c a t c h i n g  them unt i l  t hey  
b e g a n  t r ap l ) ing  them up. I t  was j u s t  so wi th  t au tog .  I go t  tip t he  
f irst  pe t i t ion  a g a i n s t  t r a l )p ing  t au tog ,  a n d  c o t  seven ty  to one h u n d r e d  
s igners ,  and  Sam Brown go t  one h u n d r e d .  I t  was  h a n d e d  to our  legis-  
l a tu re ,  a n d  la id  on the  lab le ,  and  I suppose  t h r o w n  u n d e r  the  t ab l e  or  
t u r n e d  ou t  doors.  The  t a u t o g  b e g a n  to grow scarce  t w e n t y  yeqrs  ago.  
They  set  t r a p s  up over  S a u g h k o n e t  shore a t  the  tune  I go t  up  the  peti-  
t ion.  i th ink ,  if  t r a p s  could  be s topped ,  we should  h a v e  fish p l en ty  in 
the  course  of t h r ee  or fbur  years .  The  spawn is t ake l i  up  with the  l ish 
go ing  in to spawn in the  sp r ing  of  the  5ea r  ; t he re  is no Seed left  in the  
wa te r  for fish to grow from. T h o u s a n d s  and  t h o u s a n d s  of  hundred -  
w e i g h t  of  t a u t o g  have  been sen t  to New York ,  bes ides  h u n d r e d s  of  boxes  
of  scup. I have  seen them t a k e  t h o u s a n d s  of' pounds  of  t a u t o g  off 
G o o s e b e r r y  I s l a n d  in a m o r n i n g  and  send  them to New York.  l l u t  now 
t h e y  c :muot  g e t  them a r o u n d  the  shores.  

The  blue-fish were  in these  w a t e r s  belbre ,  and  v e r y  la rge .  My f a the r  
used  to ca t ch  t h e m  a b o u t  t he  y e a r  1800, no t  far  from tha t .  I th ink ,  
f rom w h a t  was  sa id  when I c a u g h t  the  f irst  one, t hey  m u s t  have  been  
ou t  of  t he  wa te r  s ix teen  or  e igh teen  years .  A b o u t  1800 t hey  were  v e r y  
p len ty .  They  f irst  m a d e  a ne t  of  r a t t a n  to  t r a p  them,  a n d  t h e n  t hey  a l l  
w e n t  a w a y  in a body ,  and  t i l l  t h e  l i t t l e  ones  came back  t hey  d id  no t  
r e t u r n  aga in .  I used  to ca tch  the  l i t t l e  ones and  b r i n g  them to m a r k e t  ; 
b u t  n o b o d y  would  b u y  them,  and so I t h r e w  them away.  The  f irst  m a n  
who  b r o u g h t  blue-fish to our  m a r k e t  was  Mr. J o h n  Spr inge r ,  and  he 
f i rs t  b r o u g h t  t h e m  when t h e y  came  back  the  l a s t  t ime.  

Scul l  were  a l w a y s  here  ; were  he re  when  m y  th the r  was  a boy.  
W h e n  I f irs t  b e g a n  to ca tch  blue-fish,  t hey  d id  no t  we igh  more  t h a n  a 

I)ound or  two  apiece  ; b u t  when  t h e y  were  here  befbre ,  m y  lh thc r  sa id  
t h e y  we ighed  s ix teen  and  e igh teen  pounds .  

They  l i r s t  b e g a n  to se t  t r a p s  on the  e a s t e r n  shore  a b o u t  1827 ; t h e y  
used  to  set  t hem j u s t  t he  same as  now ; t h e y  would  d r i v e  the  fish in to  
t h e  p o c k e t s  a t  t he  ends.  

T h e r e  a re  no school -bass  he re  in  t he  t idl  of  t he  year .  I n  old t imes ,  
t h i r t y  or  t b r t y  y e a r s  ago,  t he  ba s s  were  a r o u n d  in schools in  S e p t e m b e r  I 
a n d  would  run  mi t i l  cold wea ther .  I have  c a u g h t  t h e m  as  l a t e  as  the  
10th of December .  I would  ge t  f rom one to  two h u n d r e d  a day .  I 
used  m a c k e r e l  or  m e n h a d e n  Ibr  ba i t .  i used  dead  ba i t ,  bu t  of  l a te  
y e a r s  I f ished wi th  l obs t e r  ba i t .  T h a t  would  no t  a n s w e r  on ly  when  
the re  was a h e a v y  sea  and  the  w a t e r  was th ick~ l u s e d  to  ca tch  a b o a t ,  
load  in a day  in t h a t  way.  I go t  s ix teen  one morn ing ,  tbur  of  which  
we ighed  206 pounds ,  a n d  the  r e s t  would  we igh  f rom t h i r t y  to  t b r t y  



i 

PRESENT CONDITION OF THE FISHERIES.  ~ 1  " 

p o u n d s  apiece.  F o u r  or five y e a r s  ago  I could  not  ca tch  any.  T h e s e a -  
ba s s  a re  ve ry  scarce  now. 

M a c k e r e l  used  to be c a u g h t  here  al l  t he  y e a r  round ,  b u t  t h e y  a re  scarce  
now. 

Tile sk ip : j ack  is s o m e t h i n g  l ike  the  b o n i t o :  the  bon i to  has  a d ~ r k e r  
a n d  b r o a d e r  s t r ipe  t h a n  the  sk ip- jack .  The  bolfi to is s t r i ped  l ike  an 
a lb ieore .  

I don ' t  k n o w  b u t  one k i n d  of  sword- t i sh  here.  I know t h e  bil l-f ish ; 
t h e y  are  a long  fish, wi th  a bill  s o m e t h i n g  l ike  t h a t  of  a s 'word.f ish.  I 
h a v e  seen a bill-fish t h ree  feet  long.  T h e y  a re  not  a t  a l l  l ike  t he  sword- 
fish. T h e y  have  l i t t l e  fins l ike  t he  mackere l .  They  fol lowed some sh ip  
in here  ; t h e y  were  he re  in the  fal l  of  the  y e a r  a n d  l a t t e r  p a r t  of" the  
smnmcr ,  on ly  one year .  T h a t  w a s  for ty  y e a r s  ao-o; I have  seen none 
since. The  docks  were a l l  full  of  t h e m  then ,  a b o u t  e i g h t  or ~eu inches  
long  and ve ry  b lack .  They  would  b i te  a n y t h i n g  you m i g h t  l)U~ down,  
even a bi~ of  pork .  

The  bu l l ' s -eye  fish were he re  f rom 1812 to 1830, p e r h a p s ;  t h e y  were 
v e r y  p len ty .  The  women would  hau l  them in wi th  s e i n e s - - b a r r e l s  of  
t h e m  ; once in a whi le  two or  t h r e e  are  Caught  in t he  fal l  of  the  y e a r ;  
t h e y  were  nea r ly  a foot  long,  v e r y  th i ck  and  fat .  One  y e a r  t hey  po i soned  
e v e r y  one who ea t  t hem ; peop le  t h o u g h t  t h e y  had  been  feed ing  on some 
COl)Per-bank ; t h e y  were mueh  f a t t e r  t han  c o m m o n  mackere l .  [ s a l t e d  
a. ba r r e  b a n d  ca r r i ed  t h e m  out  to  I i a w m a .  They  were  neve r  sen t  f rom 
here  to a n m r k e t  ab road .  They  were so t a t  t h e y  would  ru s t  too quick ,  
l ike  the  Bos ton  B a y  mackere l .  Sp l i t  t h e m  a n d  t h e y  would  fal l  apa r t ,  t hey  
were  so t~t .  

M e n h a d e n  a re  dec r ea s ing  too. I n  1819 I saw ,~ school  of" m e n h a d e n  
ou t  a t  sea, when  I was go ing  to Porf land~ t h a t  was  two miles  wide and  
fi)rty miles  loug.  f sa i led  Olrough them.  Vv~e were  out  of s igh t  of  land .  
They  a p p e a r e d  to be al l  h e a d i n g  sou thwes t .  The re  were no fish near  
them.  I have  seen a school  on th i s  coast, t h r ee  miles  long.  I t h i n k  t h e y  
spawn in A p r i l  or  May.  

They  catch a few shad  in t h e  t r a p s  here  now ; t hey  n e v e r  used  to do 
tha t .  T h e y  ge t  i f len ty  of  h e r r i n g  in the  sp r ing .  H e r r i n g  a rc  b i g g e r  
t h a n  a l ewives ;  t h e y  come a long  t o g e t h e r  a n d  s p a w n  t o g e t h e r ;  ~hey 
spawn in A p r i l  and  M a y ;  t h e y  are  used  only  for ba.it. Peol)lC never  
p r e t c m l  to smoke  them.  T h e r e  are  m a n y  dif ferent  k i n d s  of  her r ing .  

~EWPORT~ Augu8t 3~ 1871 
~V. E .  ~VIIALLEY~ Of N a r r a g a n s e t t  P i e r  : 
I a m  u s i n g  a t rap-se ine .  W e  work  ell t h e  t ide ,  a n d  we don"t  ca re  

on which  s ide  of  the  se ine  i t  is. W e  ca tch  al l  k i n d s  of  fish t h a t  wea r  
scales,  a n d  some t h a t  d o n ' t - - b i g  fish and  eels. W e  ca tch  s tu rgeon ,  from 
seven  pe t a rds  up  to  t h r e e  or  four  hundred .  I do no t  know how m a n y  
hea r t - s e ines  a re  b e i n g  worked  th i s  season.  The  hea r t - s e ines  t a k e  the  
fish b o t h  w a y s ;  t h e  t r ap ,  on ly  one way.  Tlmy a re  of va r ious  sizes, 
a cco rd ing  to  t he  loca l i ty ,  the  l e ade r s  be ing  fi 'om seveuty- f ive  to two 
h u n d r e d  fa thoms .  The  t rap-se ine  is c a l cu l a t e d  to  t a k e  fish w o r k i n g  
down an e d d y ;  the  hear t - se ine ,  where  t he  t ide  works  bo th  ways.  T h e y  
a re  a t  H o r s e  ~Neck~ a n d  all  a long  where  t he  t i de  se ts  bo th  ways.  T a k i n g  
fish in tral)S d e p e n d s  on t i le  e d d i e s ;  t he  b e t t e r  the  eddy  t i le  b e t t e r  tile, 
chance  tbr  f ishing.  W h e n  the  t ide  se ts  up  in to  the  bayous ,  t he re  is an 
e d d y  when i t  r uns  back~ and  the  fish run  in. W e  fish eve ry  hal f -hour ,  
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a n d  ge t  from a thw ba r r e l s  to five huudred~ a n d  when the  t i de  is  ove r  
we wa i t  ; we fish only when t h e  t ide  is  f r a m i n g  in ; we do no t  e x p e c t  to 
ge t  as  m a n y  on the  ebb- t ide  as  on t i le  flood~ excep t  in some places .  A t  
G o o s e b e r r y  I s l a n d  we fish on the  ebb- t ide .  A t  S a c h u e s t  P o i n t  we have  
f ished two seasons ,  and  I have  f ished a t  P o i n t  J u d i t h  on the  f lood-t ide.  
The re  is  a w e s t w a r d  t ende tmy the re  a t  t he  ebb- t ide .  On the  s t rong  ebb,  
t he se  fish coming  across  t h e  Sound  s t r ike  t h r o u g h  there .  " A~ Goose-  
b e r r y  I s l a n d  I w a n t e d  a f lood-t ide,  and  t h a t  b r i n g s  an e d d y  ins ide ,  m a k i n g  
a b'~y tbr  a mi le  or  a mile  and  a half.  

On S a u g h k o n e t  R i v e r  t h e r e  is  no t  much  t ide ,  only  when i t  b lows  f resh  
to  the  n o r t h  or  south.  The re  a re  two b r i d g e s  there ,  a n d  we a l w a y s  
t h o u g h t  we d id  best. a t  t h e m  on flood-tide.  W e  n e v e r  se t  a n y  ne t s  on 
the  wes t  side. W h e n  I wen t  t h e r e  in 1857, t he re  were  e leven t r a p s ;  
n e x t  year~ fifteen ; and  the  next ,  seventeen .  The  t r a p s  were first  s t a r t e d  
in 1846, b y  Ben.  Ta l lman .  H e  i n v e n t e d  the  t r ap .  

Ques t ion .  W h a t  do you t h i n k  a b o u t  the  gene ra l  ques t ion  of  t r a p s  ; do 
t hey  aflhet t h e  q u a n t i t y  of  fish or  no t  ~ 

A n s w e r .  Yes,  s i r ;  I th ink ,  i f  t h e y  were  s t opped~ the  fish would  be  
much  more  p len ty .  

I will g ive  m y  reasons  why  I have  a n s w e r e d  " y e s .  '~ I do no t  mean 
to say  t h a t  t r a p s  should  no t  be used  on our  coast .  I do no t  mean to say  
t hey  shou ld  be abolished~ b u t  I do mean  to say  that~ in t he  way  t h e y  
a r e  hand led ,  a n d  used,  and  a l lowed to be set  anywhere~ w i thou t  r e g a r d  
to  wa te r ,  place,  & e ,  t h e y  a re  an  in ju ry  to  t he  f isheries,  a n d  are  w h a t  is  
k i l l i ng  off and  c u r t a i l i n g  the  l uxu r i e s  t h a t  t he  Crea to r  has  th rn i shed ,  
and  i n t e n d e d  should  be enjoyed.  My i d e a s  a re  de r ived  fl 'om nine  yea r s  ~ 
exper i ence  in t r a p p i n g  and  se in ing ,  and I have  h e a r d  the  o the r  fisher- 
men say  the  same  th ing ,  i am a f i sherman,  ' rod expec t  to  fish as  long  
as  I do a n y t h i n g .  

I n  t he  f i rs t  place,  our  b a y s  a re  l a rge  in p ropor t ion  to  t he  size of  our  
S ta te ,  and  the  school-fish ht~ve not  a p lace  where  t h e y  ean  go  and  s top  
w a g g i n g  the i r  t a i l s  h)ng enough  to l ay  t h e i r  spawn~ whi le  t he  o y s t e r s  
a re  p ro t ec t ed .  H e r e  is  a t r a p  a n d  the re  is a lmrse-ne t ,  so t h a t  from the  
t ime  t hey  come in un t i l  t hey  go out  s o m e b o d y  is a f t e r  them.  

A n d ,  w h a t  is  worse t h a n  MI, our  own S ta t e ' s  peop le  canno t  ge t  t h e m  
a t  all.  They  wil l  b r i n g  t h e m  in and  sell  t h e m  to c a r r y  away  tbr  a 
q u a r t e r  o f  a cen t  a pound ,  in  t he  m o n t h  of  M a y  ; a n d  now t o d a y  you  
c a n n o t  b u y  them tbr  t en  cen t s  a pound.  W h y ?  Because  t h e y  have  
been  t a k e n  here  for t w e n t y  years ,  before  t he  spawning- t ime ,  a.nd sen t  
ou t  of  ex i s t ence  for no th ing .  I f  you k i l l  a b i rd  be tbre  i t  l ays  i t s  eggs ,  
where  is y o u r  inc rease  ? A n d  so, i f  you k i l l  you r  sheep~ where  is  y o u r  
s tock  ? i3an we ra i se  a n y t h i n g  i f  we dou~t t ry  to  keep  our  b reed ing-  
s tock  good~? I s  i t  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  we can have  fish i f  we wil l  p u t  t hem 
on the  l and  for m a n u r e  a t  a q u a r t e r  of  a cen t  a p o u n d  ? A n d  now you  
c a n n o t  buy  t h e m  tbr  t en  cen ts  a pound.  Confu te  i t  it' you  can.  

W h e n  I cou ld  go out  he re  a n d  ca tch  from th ree  to five h u n d r e d - w e i g h t  
of  b lack-f ish  in a day ,  I h a v e  been  tohl  not  to de l ive r  then  b and  when  I 
b r o u g h t  t h e m  in~ to cover  t hem ut) wi th  scup,  a im then  c a r r y  t h e m  a w a y  
and  t h r o w  t h e m  in t he  r i ve r  a f te r  dark~ and  no t  sell t hem in Newpor t .  
W h y  ? So t h a t  t he  i n h a b i t a n t s  wou ld  no t  know where  they  came  ti 'om. 
I h a v e  d o n e i t .  They  are  se l l ing  fish from off P o i n t  Judi th~ and  send ing  
t h e m  to New York .  

B u t  t hey  have  t h r o w n  s t r i ped  ba s s  in to  t he  dung-heap ,  because  t h e y  
could  not  ge t  t en  cents  a p o u n d ;  deacons  of  chu rches  d id  tha t :  Now 
you cmmot  ge t  t hem a t  all .  I u sed  to ge t  enough  S a t u r d a y  a f t e rnoon  
to l a s t  m y  fami ly  a week i go now~ and  you  don ' t  ge t  a n ibble .  G ive  us  
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some protection, and, by-and-by, we may have a place that  tile fish can 
go to and lay their sI)awn, and where the young" fish e'tn o'row. 

Black-fish (tautog) we cannot get. Yesterday we had five men fish- 
ing~ and 27 pounds, 22 pounds, and 19 pounds each was the best they 
could do. I f  it was not for lobsters, our fishermen could no~ get enough 
ibr their breakfnsts. 

We take s-trii)ed bass in nets, at  the mouth of Saughkonet  River~ and 
at the back beaches. The fish run eastward in tim spring, the same as 
the geese go north. But  black-fish and bass can be caught  here all the 
year. I fish inside of the point in winter~ and outside iu summer, lVe 
get bass through the ice, in winter ; sometimes a barrel of them. They 
go into the mud in eights  feet of water. The bass and tautog are ,% 
native fish ; the blue-fish is a traveler, here to-day and gone Vo morrow. 
I (lon~t care anything about them. 

Shad are a fish that  will run up the rivers annually if not hindered. I 
have caught  shad at Gooseberry Island: seveu hun(lred a day, with ,% 
trap-seine. That  is no rig for catching shadi but if you go to work and 
prepare for it, you can catch shad plenty. 

In  regard to tautog, bass, and seuI5 we cammt make ~ living fishing 
for them~ as we used to do. Many %̀ man has been driven out of the 
business. I could show you a dozen good boats rott ing down, all gone 
to destruction; and the fishermen have taken to something else, which 
they had no love i0r. I t  drives people `%way fl'om the Slate. V~'e had 
about three hundred fishermen here twelve ye'trs ago, who got their liv- 
ing directly fl'om fishing. That  was their legitimate business, with the 
drag-seine and hook; not with the purse-seine or trap. They did not 
know anything about a trap till I set it. Two have been set tliere sim~'e. 

The men have left here and gone down off the Banks ; gone to New 
London to go on board f ishingsmacks ; gone to the eastward and to the 
southward. I t  is depopulating our shores of the men of tha t  class. 
There are now only about fifty men fishing where we had three hundred;  
and some of the old men relnain, but all the young men h`%ve gone, the 
fishing has been so killed out within the last five years. Instead of 
fishing, those who remain have~ many of them, gone to taking boarders. 
Unti)r~unately I got broke down, and did not earn my salt ; bat  I have 
followed the fishing business and have kel)t boarders. People come 
here from abroad in the smumer, for what ? Because Rhode Island has 
been noted for hook-fishing. Dr. Babcock comes with his r odand  reel 
for striped bass. This year he has caught  one ; that is all. Last  year 
he caught  two. Many others have tried it, with no better luck. They 
come here tbr fish ; they dou~t care anything about our scale mea ts~ for 
which I t)̀ %5" thir ty cents a pound, that  are brought  from Cat taraugus 
County, New York. That  is the change we have made ; we send fish 
out at a. cent and a quarter  a pound~ and they send us beef at  thir ty 
cents a pound. Five hmldred thousand dollars have been pa.id out to 
buihl up ~N`%rragansett 1)ier~ for the purpose of a fishing-place. I t  is a 
good~ quiet neck~ where they can go fishing, haviug a beach equal to 
any;  and you may see a man with his whole t/unily~ each of them hav- 
ing a rod trying to catch some fish. They catch anything they ca n~ 
and carry it home to have it cookedj and because they cannot get what  
they used to, tlmy give us the name of having depreciated ~he fish. 

The ~autog ,%rid striped bass have diminished most ;  that  is, we feel 
their loss most. 

Question. Supposing you were in tim legisl`%ture, and wished to draw 
up such a blll as would be fair ,%nd just  to all parties, what would you 
do so as to control the traps as to number~ siz% plac% and time? 
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Answer.  My proposit ion to the legis la ture  was, to allow ouly a certain 
nmuber  of nets from Point  Jud i th  to Saughkol le t  River,  so as to allow 
the fish to come in. 

Question. Suppose the pounds were down from the 1st of June  through 
the suuuner, and only then, what wouhl be ~he effect ? 

Answer.  I should s:~y they should not  be set before tile 15th of Juue.  
From the 15th of May up to the middle of June  I have caught  t au tog  
aud scup tha t  were full of Sl)awn, and were ready to shoo~ spawn at  
the  touch, mid wlleu they were t~keu into the boat  they  would throw 
the i r  spawn;  you could almost see the fish iu tllg egg. The fish are 
la ter  in a cold, backward  season. 

Question. W h a t  would be the effect of this  plau : To require the fish- 
erlneu to take  up the 1)ouuds two days in seven, sa~y ti'Oln 12 o'clock 
Sa tu rday  ti l l  Monday,  and have a proper  peu~lty ibr violat ion of the 
law ? 

Answer.  I t  would have the effect of making  a great  catch Tuesday 
morning.  As  a general  thing, they would get ahnost  all the fish. I used 
to do the same thing. The fish would lic back of the leader,  not  having  
a free passage.  

Question. Suppose you pull ,~p the leader  ? 
Answer .  Then the course would be clear. 
Question. Suppose you were to require tha t  the nets be so re 'ranged 

tha t  there could be no impediment  ibr  two or three days, would not 
enough fish get  by the nets so as to secure an abundan t  stock of the  
fish, year  by year  ? 

Answer.  That  would hell) ; of course i t  would. W h y  do the fish come 
in to the shores~ So tha t  every man can get  them. How was it with 
our fa thers?  I remember  when my father  used to say he was going off 
to the beaches for Sl-Up. Every  family in the spr ing of the year  used to 
go and pick up SCUl I enough Ibr thei r  use. They smoked theln. Do 
you see them now ? Wt~y not ? Because our stock-fish are taken  away 
at  the seasou of the year  beibre they have spawned. A n d  now the 
hmnau child has got to suffer lbr it. Traps are down here all summer, 
and they catch eels, flounders, and Spanish mackerel~ and every th ing  
t ha t  swims, more or less. 

Question. Squeteague 
Answer.  W e  have alw'lys caught  squeteague here with the hook. 

They are not a new fish to me. I have always known them from child- 
hood. I know you cannot go off Poiu t  Jud i t h  and catch a scup to-day. 
I will give a dollar  a pound for every scup. Teu years  ago you could 
catch any quant i ty ,  and there was fifteen miles of coast  you might  fish 
o!~. The scup used to come from Point  J u d i t h  to Brentou~s g e e f  iu 
about  two tides. I used to have my boat  ready to run back and forward, 
and in about  two tides or twenty=four hours af ter  catching them at  Po in t  
Jud i t h  I got thean at  the Reef. I t  is about  twelve miles. I f  the wind 
was northeast ,  they would come slower. They come in on the t ide and 
go back on the ebb, and sway with tile tide, going a l i t t le  far ther  tbrward  
every time. When  they first come in, they  are kind of nulnb ; some call 
them blind. I th ink  there is a kind of slime on the eye in winter, aud 
they  want  a sandy bot tom to get off the slime. ~From Poin t  Jud i th  to 
Saughkonet  is a b o u t / b u r  t i de s - - two  days. 

Question. Did  they  COllie Inuch earl ier  than  usual  a t  Po in t  Jud i t h  
this  year  ? 

Answer.  About  the same. They expected them in February~ and 
got the seines ready.  They had them in the water  in March. I a lways 
judge  by the dandel ions ; when I see the ill 'st dandelion,  scup come in ; 
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I watch the buds,  and when the buds are swelled full, then our t raps  
go in. When  the dandelion goes out of bloom and goes to seed, tile 
scup are gone ; t ha t  is t rue  one year  with another ,  though  they  va ry  
with the season. I am guided by the blossoms of other  k inds  of p lants  
lbr other  fish. W h e n  high blackberr ies  are in bloom, we c'/tch s t r iped 
bass tha t  weigh from twelve to twenty  pounds ;  when the l)lue violets  
are in b lossom-- they  come e a r l y - - y o u  can catch the small  scoot-bass. 
Tha t  has a lways  been my rule, t ha t  has been handed down by my tbre- 
lathers.  

Question. "When scup were plenty,  and they  first had  t raps ,  did they  
keep them down all summer ? 

Answer.  One season I kept  them down til l  the 12th of J u n e ;  t ha t  
was the la tes t  I ever kep t  a t rap  down. In  the la t te r  pa r t  of the time I 
got  from fifteen to twenty  barre ls  a d a y ;  but  in the ear ly pa r t  of the 
season I got a thousand or fifteen hundred bar re l s  a day. Tha~ was ten 
years  ago. 

Question. You th ink  if  a t r ap  were kept  down all summer, some scup 
and other fish would be taken  all the t ime 

Answer .  Yes. The fish are changing ground for food;  t o d a y  I may 
go to snell a place and catch scui), and to-morrow I do not  get  them 
the re ;  they  have worked up the /bed there. I t  is j u s t  the  same as in 
the  case of herds in a pasture.  W e  find out  by  one {umther where the 
fish arc ; we are all along, and we signal  each other when we find good 
fishing. That  is the  way we used to fish; bu t  now they are so scarce, 
we don' t  tell when we find a good place. I t  makes the people selfish as 
the  pigs. That  is the  tendency.  

Question. How long have you known SpaniSh mackerel  ? 
Answer.  Abou t  eleven years.  I don ' t  know tha t  I ever saw one bu t  

once before I was fishing at  Gooseberry  Is land.  I th ink  they  might  
have been here before, and they  would have been taken if  they  had  been 
fished tbr in the same way, in the summer season. The hot te r  the  
weather,  the more Spanish  mackerel  we get. Las t  year  we had  the 
ho t tes t  season for some t ime and the most Spanish mackerel .  They 
are a southern fish. I have caught  them with a drai l  on a hook. They 
are not a nat ive  of our waters. I never  knew any caught  th i r ty  or for ty  
years  ago. They are not as p lenty  yet  this year  as they were last.  I 
caught  fifty las t  year  in my gill-net. W e  get  all our fish over "~t the  

• pier  in g i l l -ne t s - - tau tog ,  shad, menhaden,  sea-bass, squeteague,  and  
Spanish  mackerel.  W e  use ~he menhaden as bai t  for sea-bass. W e  
get  cod-fish~ pollock~ and hake  in the t raps .  I never knew any torpedo- 
fish here. 

W e  cannot  get  any  scup now. I have not  seen one since the t r a p p i n g  
season was over. I have five nlcn now fishing tbr me, but none of them 
get  any scup. I th ink  the blue-fish are about  as abundan t  as las t  year.  
They come in schools at  different times. Scup first come in from the 
15th to the  25th of A1)ril~ and will not  bi te  when they  first come in ; 
they  axe not  caught  with the hook unt i l  the las t  of May or first of June.  
:Fish do not  general ly  bite when spawning,  so tha t  any amount  of line- 
fishing will not des t roy the fish. I have seen many a handsome fish 
t ha t  I wanted, but  could not t empt  to bite ; they  would turn aside and 
leave the most  t empt ing  bait .  A t  other t imes the  most inferior ba i t  
will be t aken  greedily.  The hook ~nd line will not  make any inroads  
on the fish so tha t  there  will not  always be a supp]y. 

I never  knew a blue-fish to ii~ed on scuI). Iu  all my catch of blue-fish 
for three years  I have not been able to find one. I find squid, lances, 
herr ing,  menhaden:  and the tai l  of the robin~ b i t ten  off j u s t  back  of the  
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flu. I have  fi)und eels in them,  b u t  l lever ,  wi th in  t h r e e  years ,  have  I 
tbund  a seu l) in a blue.fish.  I h~ve  e x a m i n e d  eve ry  one. I c a u g h t  t h r ee  
bhte-fish y e s t e r d a y ,  and  they  th rew out  a g r e a t  m~ny  squid.  I t h i n k  
the  ii~cd fl)r t he  y o u n g  fish is  as  p l e n t y  as  e v e r - - a s  i t  was t w e n t y  y e a r s  
ago,  w i th  t he  excep t ion  of  the  m e n h a d e n  and  he r r ing .  C r a b s  n e v e r  
were  more  l) leuty,  "rod the  lobs t e r s  a re  more  p l e n t y  t h a n  I eve r  knew 
them.  I t h i n k  squid  a re  as  p l e n t y  as  I ever  knew them.  Peop le  com- 
p la in  t h a t  m e n h a d e n  have  let't t he  b~ly. A l o n g  a b o u t  t he  f irst  of  Sep- 
t e m b e r  t hey  will come back~ p e r h a p s ;  I know t h a t  in al)out  t he  way  
t h e y  g e n e l a l l y  do. 

The  hmcc  is i bund  al l  a long  the  coas t  ; I never  found  i t  b u r i e d  in  t he  
sand .  

I only  know one k i n d  of sword-fish a n d  one k i n d  of  b i lL f sh .  I h a v e  
seen the  saw-fish when I was a b o y - - ' t b o u t  t h i r t y - s i x  y e a r s  ago.  T h e y  
lb l lowed some su lphu r -bo t tom wha le  in. 

IdDY~ARD E .  TAYLOR : 

I h a v e  ca~ught b u t  a few fish;  I w a n t  s o m e t h i n g  done  to t r y  to save  
t h e  fish ib r  my  ehihlren.  

Ques t ion .  How are  we to he lp  you r  c i l i ld reu  to g e t  fish ? 
A n s w e r .  You  will  have  to  abo l i sh  t r aps .  I used  a t r ap - se ine  th i s  

sp r ing ,  b u t  I "nn now r u n n i n g  gi l l -nets .  W e  have  on ly  th ree ,  one hun- 
d r e d  and  s ix ty  or  one h u n d r e d  a n d  s even ty  f a t h o m s  in all .  W e  h a v e  
c a u g h t  a b o u t  ~ dozen Span i sh  m ' t cke re l  th is  year .  W e  sell our  blue- l ish  
a t  five cen ts  a p o u n d  to the  dea le r s  here  ; to fami l ies  we sell  some a t  
e i g h t  cen ts  a pound.  I do no t  f ind scup in  blue.fish.  

I h a v e  seen scup,  and  blue-f ish,  and  sea-bass  al l  come to l ay  b ' t i t  in  
t h e  deeIb c lear  water ,  ~t  the  same  t ime,  down  back - s ide  of  G a y  H e a d .  
I wou ld  d rop  my l ine down,  and  I cou ld  see them when  t h e y  came  to  
t he  bai~ in a b o u t  t w e n t y  tbet  of  water .  I used  menhaden~ cu t  up, for  
ba i t .  

~,'Ve go t  ~ g r e a t  m a n y  smal l  scup in the  t r a p s  in the  l a t t e r  p a r t  of  
May ,  a b o u t  two to two and  a ha l f  inches  long,  i'igh~ a t  t he  south  s ide  
of  t he  i s land .  I c a u g h t  ~n a lb icore  l a s t  y e a r  t h a t  we ighed  550 I)ounds.  
I t  was sent  to P r o v i d e n c e  for s teaks .  I t  was sohl tbr  t en  dol lars .  L a s t  
y e a r  we c a u g h t  a fish ca l led  cero t h a t  we ighed  7.} p o u n d s ;  i t  was  so ld  
for five cents  a pound ,  not  k n o w i n g  t h e  wor th  of  it. 

I owned  a t r a p  before  the  war ,  a n d  sold out  v e r y  cheap ,  to  go to t h e  
war  ; ~nd when f c ame  back ,  ,~fter t h r e e  years ,  I fbund  the  fish had  de- 
c reased  ve ry  much.  I was t he  f irst  w i tness  ou t h e  s t a n d  before  the  
cmumi t t ee  of  t he  l e g i s l a t u r e  a g a i n s t  t he  t r aps .  A s  long as  t he  l aw 
a l lows  any  one to fish wi th  seines~ I sha l l  do i t  ; a n d  as  soon as  they  
m a k e  a l aw to s top  it ,  I sha l l  s top.  

I do not  know wha t  p r o t e c t i o n  is b e s t ;  I t h i n k  t h e r e  shou ld  be  a l aw 
to  p r e v e n t  f i sh iug  a t  ce r t a in  seasons ,  or  wi th  ne t s  of  ~ ce r t a in  size of  
mesh.  A g r e a t  m a n y  sma,ll seup a re  c a u g h t  in t he  t r a p s  aud  des t royed ,  
because  the  I)eople a re  too l a z y  to le t  the ln  go. 

[ can recol lec t  when yon  could  ca t ch  ba s s  a l l  d a y  l o n g ;  now I h a v e  
to tu rn  ou t  eve ry  day ,  a t  f rom one to  two o 'c lock in  t h e  morn ing ,  "rod to 
ge t  my  l ines  in  as  qu ick  as  i t  is l igh t ,  for  a f t e r  t he  sun  is two or  t h r ee  
hours  h igh  t h e y  will  uo t  b i te ,  unless  i t  is t h i c k  w a t e r  a u d  a h e a v y  sea. 
I h a v e  f ished wi th  a n o t h e r  g e n t l e m a n  th ree  years~ a n d  I do uo t  t h i n k  
we h a v e  c~mght a ba s s  in t he  a f te rnoon.  H e  is all  amateuY spo r t sma n ,  
a n d  he  l ikes  to  go now b e t t e r  t h a a  when  t h e  fish were  p len ty ,  because  
i t  is more  of  ~ sc ience  to ca tch  one when t h e r e  a r e  b u t  ~ few. I h a v e  
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had a bass run out sixty-four fathoms of line ; one run out the length of 
three lines. He weighed 48 pounds. 

l~I ' ,  G A R D N E R  B R E W E R  : 

I have been a resident at  the end of the avenue eleven years, and [ 
think the tautog and blue-fish are falling off very much. I do not think 
fifty have been caught  off my grounds this year. My friend and neigh- 
bor, Mr. Mixter, who came here about eighteen years ago~ sold his place 
in disgus L because he could not get fish. That  was his great pleasure, 
and he went off almost in a rage. He used to scold a great deal about 
the destruction of fish in the spring. [t  is Ieally ,% great misfortune to 
:Newport. I used to see %̀ dozen boats fishing off my place at a time, 
but now they have abandoned it. I have not seen a boat ~hcre this 
ye`%r. 

Testimony of E. E. TAYLOR resumed: 
When I w`%s a boy, I could catch four or five hundred scup here early in 

the morning, and, after coming ashore `%nd peddling them out~ two for a 
cen t - -and  sometimes not get my pay at that  price--would then go off in 
the afternoon and catch as many more. Irecollect that  when the factories 
stopped, in 1857, [ think, the people were thrown out of work, but they 
could go and get fish in any quanti ty to live on, soup and blue-fish. 
The poor people could go off and get a s  many as they wanted without 
auy trouble. Soon after the twine went into the water. The first piece 
of twine I set was a mesh-net, with %̀ two and a half  inch bar - - too  big. 
I t  would fill chuck full of scup. Then I and my brother-iu-l`%w, George 
Crabb, went to fishing together, and got a net twelve feet deep and 
thirteen fathoms long, and we could get as ninny soup as we could 
haul ; but I suppose now you could not gc~ half  a dozen there. Then I 
bought  a $40 net ; and then, with others, we bought  a large trap. 

We have done very little in c`%tching blue-fish. We caught more last 
year in two weeks than all I have caught this year. I t  looks to me like 
a miracle how any fish ge~ by the traps. The coast is s trung all along 
full of twine; andhow the fish can go eastward and get back ag`%in I do 
not know. About  the only thing thus can account for it is the occa- 
sional heavy seas. When  the water is thick it keeps so off the shore 
two miles, and the fish tbllow along the edge of the thick water ; that  is 
the only way that  they escape. 

Question. Do you think that if all sorts of nets were abolished, fish 
would be more plenty in three years ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I think that  where there is one now there would 
be a hundred in three years. 

Question. Suppose we say~ " Y o u  may fish with as many gill-nets and 
draw-seines as you ple`%se, but not with traps," how would that  be ? 

Answer. I t  would not make a great deal of difference. 
Question. Suppose we say "You  shall not fix your nets except in the 

tide-way ?" 
Answer. That would not effect any thing. We moored our gill-nets at  

each end-with anchors ; they do not swing with the tide. We set them 
in as still water as we can. The mackerel run with tile win(l~ and we 
set so tha t  they shall strike square. 

I do not see tha~ the blue-fish run any lower this year than last. We 
cutch them about the middle of the net. We have seventy-six meshes 
deep~ and catch them about midway. We have a 4~inch mesh;  we 
catch some all the way down. As %̀ general thing, we catch them tha~ 
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weigh  from 2} p o u n d s  up to 7 and  8 pouuds .  A n  e ight- I )ound blue-fish 
is  rare .  X~e c a u g h t  th i s  m o r n i n g  e igh teen  fish ; y e s t e r d a y  m o r n i n g  we 
c a u g h t  fifty. T h a t  is big.  F o r  th ree  m o r n i n g s  we took  n o t h i n g  b u t  
two l i t t l e  dog-fish and  some but ter - f i sh .  

W e  send our  fish to New Y o r k  somet imes .  W e  open our  blue-fish.  I 
do no t  f ind seup in any  of  them.  The  dog-fish t h a t  we have  a r o u n d  
here  feed on c rabs  ; s h a r k s  feed  on menhaden .  The  h e a v i e s t  s h a r k  we 
h a v e  a r o u n d  here  is t he  t h r e s h e r ;  t hey  feed on menhadeu .  I saw a 
t h r e s h e r - s h a r k  k i l l  wi th  his tail~ which  was nea r ly  e i g h t  feet  lon~', ha l f  
a bushel  of  m e n h a d e n  a t  one blow~ a n d  then  he p i cked  them up oft' f rom 
the  water .  They  come up  t a i l  first~ a n d  g ive  abou t  two  s lams,  and  i t  is 
" g o o d - b y ,  John , "  to abou~ ha l f  a bushe l  of  m e n h a d e n .  The  body  of  
t h e  t h r e s h e r - s h a r k  is a b o u t  a foot  lon~er  t hau  the  ta i l .  

W h e n  the  b l u e f i s h  first  came  here  a n d  were caught~ people  used  to 
t h i n k  t hey  were  poison.  My ~thei '~ who was e i g h t y 4 w o  y e a r s  old  when  
he  died~ sa id  t h e y  used  to ca t ch  b l u e f i s h  t h a t  we ighed  s ix ty  pounds .  
T h a t  was a long  t ime  ago.  1 can  reco l l ec t  when t h e y  first  b e g a n  to 
c a t c h  t hem h e r e ;  i t  was  a b o u t  t h i r t y  two  yea r s  a g o ;  I was a b o u t  t en  
y e a r s  old. My f a t h e r  sa id  sheep ' s -head  used to be  c a u g h t  here  in g r e a t  
a b u n d a n c e  some ib r ty - i ive  or  fifty y e a r s  ago.  I used  to  have  to fish a l l  
d a y  to ge t  as  much  money  as  I now do for the  few fish I ca tch .  The  
sca rce r  the  fish t he  h i g h e r  the  p r i ce .  I h a v e  p e d d l e d  s t r i pe d  ba s s  a b o u t  
t he  s t r ee t s  a t  four  cen t s  '~ pound  ; now t h @  sell  a t  t he  m a r k e t  a t  f rom 
seven teen  to t w e n t y  cen ts  a pound .  

±NEWPORT. August 3~ 1871--Evening. 
A t  the  office of  C a p t a i n  Maey~ custom-house~ th is  evening~ t h e r e  were  

p r e s e n t  seve ra l  fishermen~ some i n t e r e s t e d  in t r aps ,  a n d  o thc r s  who tish 
on ly  wi th  l ines.  

Mr.  S.ana, i i ,  an old  fishermau~ sa id  scup and  t a u t o g  were  g r o w i n g  
more  and  more  scarce.  This~ he  thought~ was  owing  to  t he  use of  
seines.  H e h a d  no t  c a u g h t  a soup in tour  y e a r s  wi th  a hook.  Tell  y e a r s  
ago  he could  make  good  wages  c a t c h i n g  seup. The  f irst  of  J u n e  was 
the  t ime  he t i rs t  s t a r t e d  for  f ishing.  W h e n  t h e y  f r s t  come in, scup 
wil l  no t  b i t e  for a b o u t  t h r e e  weeks.  T h e y  a re  full  of  spawn  then~ a n d  
a re  go ing  up  the  r iver .  H e  neve r  saw ~ scup spawn.  H a d  no~ c a u g h t  
a blue-fish th i s  y e a r ;  i t  would no t  p a y  a man  to fish for  t hem wi th  a 
hook.  I u sed  to ca t ch  th ree  h u n d r e d  p o u n d s  in a day .  BIuc-fish c a m e  
in here  f i rs t  a b o u t  fo r ty  y e a r s  ago.  They  b c g a n  to g row scarce  a b o u t  
f f t e e n  y e a r s  ago.  

Mr.  ~¥1LLI&5[ I:~ECO]gD. I se t  g i l l -ne ts  myse l f ;  I se t  t he  f r s t  seven  
y e a r s  ago. I t  was  no t  unusua l  to c a t c h  front five to e i g h t  h u n d r e d  
p o u n d s  in a d'~y. I am now se t t i ng  f rom two h u n d r e d  a n d  f if ty to  t h r e e  
h u n d r e d  and  f if ty fa thoms ,  i n s t e a d  of  f if ty ~hthoms. t h a t  I h a d  a t  first.  
Once  I c a u g h t  twe lve  or  t h i r t e e n  h u n d r e d  weight~ b u t  g e n e r a l l y  I don~t 
t h i n k  we c a u g h t  ove r  five h u n d r e d  weight .  I have  five ne t s  now ; b u t  
I don~t ca t ch  as  m a n y  fish a s  I d id  when  I h a d  one net~ sevcn y e a r s  
ago.  W e  fish on the  beach  ins ide  of  the  point ,  nea r  w h a t  we cal l  the  
B e a c h  House .  W e  set  t he  ne t s  so as  to b r e a k  the  tide~ a n d  the re fo re  
we ca lc (da te  to set  i n s ide  of t he  po in t s  of' t he  smal l  bays .  I dou~t t h i n k  
t h e r e  is  one fish in a h u n d r e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was  t w e n t y  y e a r s  ago.  Then  
i t  t ook  ha l f  a. dozen men  to keep  the  ne t  c l e a r ;  now we generMly  
hau l  t hcm once a day~ and  t h e y  a re  no t  over loaded .  
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I catch once in a while a Spanish  mackerel.  They came along some, 
~ fi)rtnight ago, so~ t ha t  there  would be tbur, three, or two iu the net  a t  
~ time ; then, for several  days  I did not catch ally. t Io t .  cahn weather  
is the t ime to catch theln, i have never  seen them schooling around 
l ike blue-fish. 

[One person present  said one hundred  and s ixty  Spanish  mackere l  
were caught  a t  one haul up a t  Coddington 's  Cove.] 

The gill-net does not  catch one4burth  as many as a heart-seine. In  
Vim gill-net i t  is very seldom tha t  we catch a blue-fish weighing less 
th~n three pounds. A small Spanish mackerel  goes th rough  our net. 
The grea te r  pa r t  of the  fish ~re caught  about  a fathom below the snr- 
fi~ce, in a gill-net. W e  catch most when we h,~ve souther ly  winds ; not  
many  with nor theas t  and nor th  winds. 

The first run of scup was more p lenty  this  year  than  l a s t ;  bu t  noth- 
ing compared with nine or ten years  ago. Governor  Stevens and Mr. 
~Vhalley took up their  net, and they turned  out  seven hundred  barrels  
of scup, because they could not sell them. Af te rward  they  sold them 
a t  Poin t  Judith~ for eighteen cents a barrel .  They sold some/ 'or  twelve 
cents  a barrel~ and I have no doubt  they got  more t lmt  year  in tha t  
one t rap  than have been caught  in all  the t raps  in Rhode I s land  this  
year.  

They made some good hauls  in 1863, bu t  they  have been grow- 
ing more and more scarce ever since. Governor  Stevens took all of 
10,000 barrels  of scup tha t  se,~sou. A thousand  barrels  were lost. They 
were saving them to get $1 25 a barrel,  and they  had  to sell them for 
60 cents a barrel.  When  they were taken  out, 250 barrels  were put  on 
board a Fa l l  River  schooner. I used to see laxge schools of scup off 
outside, when I was fishing, but  I lmve not  seen any lately.  They are 
growing scarce, from some cause ;  we are ei ther  working them Ul5 or 
else we are growing so wicked tha t  they will not come to see us. 

Twenty years  ago i t  was no trouble to go down and catch fYom half  a 
dozen to twenty  small-sized bass in ~n af ternoon;  but  re)w, when 
anybody catches three or four bass, i t  is told of as something strange.  

Fish are p lenty  in ~ew York~ bec,~use where there was one seine years  
ago, there are twenty  now. 

in  the spr ing of the  year,  the average size of scup is a pound and 
half. 

[One person said he was present  one morning this year  when Mr. 
' r T r T Hol t  s heart-seine was dr~t~ n, and there were as manx ,~s ts~ ent5 barrels  

of l i t t le  soup turned out.J 
Tae small seup follow af ter  the big ones, and there is a class th,~t is 

called mixed scup, coming along about  a week after  the first run of 1,~rge 
scup. Small  scup are caught  all summer, with hear t - se ines - - l as t  year ' s  
soup. 

They used to set the seines about  the middle of Apri l ,  bu t  now they  
do not  unti l  the las t  of Apr i l  or the first of May;  this  year  they came 
along ra ther  ear l ier  than  usual. The nets are general ly  kept  down 
about  ~ month. Al l  the nets  were put  down this year  about  the same 
time, and they  all began to catch scup as soon as they were down. They 
got  five dollars  a barre l  for the first scup ; then down to three.  They 
are not  used for nmnure now. They have been going down in number  
s teadi ly  since 1862 ; they  were put  on the hm(l in 1862. 

Menhaden come along after  the  first  run of scup ; they do not purse  
menhaden ti l l  af ter  they get  through with the scup. They used to pu t  
down the t r aps  about  the 20th of April~ and took them up about  the  
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20th of l~Iay, when they went into the menhaden fishing; but now they 
keep the traps down through May. 

When  I was a boy I used to see men who followed tautog fishing go 
off in the early morning, and come back with as many as they could sell 
by 7 or 8 o'clock in the tbrenoon ; now you cannot get any to sell by 
going all day. 

The striped bass that  winter on our coast have dwindled off to nothing. 

G E O R G E  D~VININELL : 

Ill 1835 they put their seines together near Point  Judith,  and they 
caught  fish by thousamls ; they have never been so plenty here since. 

In  one trap there were 20,000 small bass caught  in one season ; they 
were sold at  25 cents a dozen. We used to catch them weighing fl'om 
two to fi)ur pounds ; now we dou~ get any of that  size. At  one time I 
caught  bass for a week that  weighed from twenty to sixty pounds ; then 
there was a seine put in, and they started off. 

Mr. MACY : 
I have seen 2,000 pounds caught  here in a (lay. 

what  he caught  in one day for 822. 
George Mason sold 

) [ r .  ~_~{ITII : 

Seven years ago the 28~h day of June, I sold fifty-six dollars' worth, 
tha t  I caught before 6 o'clock in the morning ; I got eight cents a pound 
for them. 

G E O R G E  CRAB:B : 

I do not average more than two dollars a day, fishing. The greatest 
catch in one day this year was 206 pounds ; I have not caught over 200 
pounds a day but twice this year- -once  201 and once 206. They were 
extraordinary days, and I fished from 3 to 4 o~clock in the morning till 
6 o'clock in ;the afternoon. I f  I had fished as long a few years -tgo, [ 
should have got more than my boat would carry. I have loaded my 
boat with sea-bas% but I cannot get any now ; I think my average catch 
has been about sixty pounds ,% day, during this season. The season is 
best about four months. I used to catch blue-fish ; this year 1 have not 
caught  any. 

~[r .  SMITt t  : 

I have caught  twenty-four blue-fish with a hook and line; they are 
not worth fishing for. 

Mr .  C. H .  BURDIGK : 
Four  years ago last 5Iay I went off fishing, and caught  63 blue-fish in 

one school; that  night my brother-in-law, who had a seine in Coddiug- 
ton~s Cove, caught  over five thousand pounds. The school went r ight  
up the river, and they caught  them. 

)1r. ) l A C Y  : 

V~hen I first came here, there would be thir ty or forty sail of smacks 
here for fish. There has been a great falling off until this year~ when 
there are scarcely any. About  all the fish caught  here have been 
shipped from the steamboat wharf. 
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3{r. RECORD : 

Mr.~:.Swan's father told me that  at the beginning of the present cen- 
tury  soup were a new fish. 

Extract from correspondence with parties near 2~¥u, port. 

~ NEWPORT,  ]~. I.~ A~gust 4, 1871. 
" A b o u t  the 10th of October, in the year 1869, Captain Joseph Sher- 

man and ~¥illiam B. Gouo'h in three honrs' fishing caught  250 pounds of 
tautog and 40 pounds of cod and sea-bass. Another  boat occupied 
the same ground the same d~y, and caught  250 pounds t au tog - - two  
men fishing. 

" W M .  B. GOUGH2 ~ 

~ ]-~'EW1)OR% August~ 1871." 
" DEAR SIR : Thinking yon might wish to verity-, or inquire more into 

the matter while here, I send you the statement of Captain Garritt ,  of 
Westerly, lChode Island. He has known bass caught  in June that  
weighed from half to one pound, that  were first put iuto a pond, and, when 
taken out in October following, weighed six pounds. A boy living with 
him caught, at the mouth of a small brook, two miles above the fishing- 
ground on Pawcatuek River, a female tautog weighing about 5 pounds. 
i t  was very ihll of far-developed spawn. H~ thinks the spawn would 
weigh a pound. The water where taken was not over one foot deep. 
t i e  also states that  the light-house keeper, (not the, present,) Mr. Pendle- 
ton, lost a bob fishing for bass at Watch  Hill, tha t  was taken next day 
with the fish in Long Island Sound. I t  wfis identified mid returned to 
him. 

"Yours ,  wit.h respect: 
u j .  M. K. S O U T t t W I C K .  

"Professor  ~BAIRD? ~ 

" TIVERI'ON, August 11, 1871. 
a DEAR SIR : I have been informed that  you are collecting information 

about fish for the purpose of guiding Cougress, if they see fit, to take up 
the question. I f  so, I should like to submit some thcts to you about 
their increase~ decrease, &% that  have come under my observation. 

"Th i s  question is important, for it aflbets a large number of people, 
and there are large sums of money invested, and hasty legislation upon 
one-sided facts might  ruin men, and all trouble might be averted pro- 
vided the proper facts were presented. 

" M y  opinion is that  man is not an enemy of a salt-water fish. I mean 
by that  statement that all machinery yet  devised by man tbr taking fish 
does not perceptibly affect the supply, al though there are many facts 
about fish, looked at superficially, that  would tend to lead a man to a 
di i~rent  conclusion. ~or  instance~ soup have disappeared from Nan-a- 
ganset t  Bay. Some say seines have been the cause, or traps. But  
squeteague have taken their place, and where, ten years ago, there were 
millions of scup, now i~here are almost none, but millions of squeteague. 
How does that  square ? I f  the traps destroy one, why not the other, for 
they both come the same course ~nd both are caught  in traps. But  the 
most siguificant fact in relation to the squeteague question is, they don't  
come few at a time and gradually increase from year to year, but  sud- 
denly appear. Hundreds  of acres could be seen any clear day between 
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Point  Judi th  and Providence;  and the same unexplained cause can be 
shown by facts of every fish that  inhabit our waters. For  ten years 
there have not been blue crabs "tbout here. This year the water was alive 
with them about a.s large as a three cent piece, and pt'obably in a year 
or two they will be as thick as they nsed to be when you could catch 
easy three bushels at a tide. Ten 5ears ago there were twenty square 
miles of blue muscles off Hyaunis. In  a few years they disappeared. 

"Tel l  me where I can see you, and I will come and talk with you. I 
shonld like for you to come to Round Pond~ Maine; and I would see that  
you were shown this fish question as you ought  to see it~ by going among 
the fishermen and observing its practictfl workings. I would furnish 
you every facility, and I think you would like it. I shall be in 5"ew 
Bedford within "~ tbrtnight; and if you are to be in that  vicinity~ let me 
know, and I will find yon if my business will let me. 

" W r i t e  me, and send your letter to Round Pond~ Maine. 
~ Yours; 

" ] ) A V I D  T. CHURCH.  
"Professor  BAIRD/~ 

~NAUSIION ISLAND~ VINEYARD SOUI~D~ 
Avgust 23~ 1871. 

Testimony of PETER DJkYIS~ of Noank; who has two pounds in Buz- 
zard~s Bay~ on the northwest side of ±N~anshon : 

I h'~ve been here all the spring ; got in about the first of May or last 
of April. A i~w scup were here then. They caught them westward of 
us betbre we put down. I think most of the scup had gone by on the 
1st of May ; they were the first fish we caught. 

My idea about fish striking the shore is~ that  they strike in square 
fron~' deep water when they find the water of ~ certain temperature. 
They run close to the shore, and~ if the shore rises gradually, they will 
come in very close to it, into very shoal water. We have caught  plenty 
of small seup, and they are plenty now. They are five or six inches 
long. We first caught these small ones about the last of June ; none of 
them earlier than that.  We get very few big scup now. I have made 
up my mind this year tha t  seup grow pret ty fast. I think a year-old 
seup weighs about three-quarters of a pound. We get some that  dor/t  
weigh over half ~ pound that  I think were spawned this spring. 

I have fished at Montauk five or six years. V~,'e have caught a few 
stingarees here~ but  do not catch many now ; it is late in the season for 
them~ I think. We used to get them up at Montauk mltil the last of 
Ju ly  and into August .  I do not recollect but  three kinds of stingarees 
caught  here. We are not paying expenses now. We  got some mack- 
erel early; and we get t~ few squete~gue. Blue-fish have been more plenty 
this year than last. They ~re a very uncertain fish~ anyway. They are 
somewhere; of course~ but  they don~t show themselves all the time. I 
don~t think there is ~ny greater variety of sharks and rays ~t Montauk 
than here. We used to get ,~ silver-fish there tha t  weighed forty pounds. 
The scales were two aud one-half inehes~ and looked as if they had 
been plated. ']:he fish was shaped a good deal like the salmon. They 
had a curious-shaped mouth, that  seemed to have a joint  in it; where 
the lower jaw slid into the upper one.* Squete~gue eat scup either in 
or out of the pounds i they are as voracious us blue-fish. We g e t  foI 

Probably MegaIops thrissoides. 
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blue-fish a b o u t  five cen ts  a pound  ; b u t  we m a k e  the  mos t  on sque t eague .  
\Ve h a v e  t '~ken 10,000 1)ouuds of  s q u e t e a g u e  th is  y e a r ;  we took  6,000 
I)om~ds at. one hau l  in t he  midd le  of  June .  T h a t  was n e a r l y  the  f irst  
run.  The  b i g g e s t  s q u e t e a g u e  we h a v e  caugh t ,  I thiuk~ would  we igh  
tel~ pounds .  A n o r t h  wind  o r  n o r t h e a s t e r l y  wind  is the  b e s t  for  fish 
here.  

REUBEN DYER, at Mr. F o r b e s ' s  farm,  wes t  end  of  N a u s h o n  : 
W e  c a u g h t  two or  t h r ee  scnp a d a y  ; no t  so m a n y  th i s  y e a r  as  las t .  

The re  are  more  l i t t l e  scup a r o u n d  the  w h a r v e s  nea r  New B e d f o r d  t h a n  
t h e r e  a re  here.  S q u e t e a g u e  a re  no t  more  t h a n  h a l f  as  p l e n t y  a b o u t  
here  th is  y e a r  as  las t .  W e  ca t ch  them up a t  Qu ick ' s  Hole .  W h e n  
f i sh ing  fbr t a u t o g ,  once in a while  we would  c~teh one. W e  use men-  
haden  as  b a i t  for  sque t eague .  Mos t  a re  c a u g h t  a f t e r  da rk .  W e  used  
to  ca tch  a good  m a n y  b l u e f i s h  a[ t he  bo t tom.  A l l  fish a r e  sca rce r  th i s  
y e a r  t han  last .  The re  have  not  been  a n y  b l u e - f s h  a r o u n d  th i s  year ,  
e x c e p t  ve ry  smal l  ones. I have  seen,  t b rmer ly ,  th i s  ho le  (Rob inson ' s  
Ho le  ~, all a l ive  wi th  blue-fish.  

Scup  b e g a n  to ge t  sca rce  a b o u t  here  seven or  e i g h t  y e a r s  ago.  The  
d e c r e a s e  was llOt sudden ,  b u t  gra~lual.  I c anno t  sa.y i t  was the  t r aps ,  
exac t ly .  I t h i n k  the  blue-fish d e s t r o y  a g r e a t  m a n y  fish ; t h e y  ea t  up 
t h e  l i t t l e  fish. 

The  men who h a v e  p o u n d s  here  c a u g h t  a few m a c k e r e l  the  f i rs t  p a r t  
o f  the  season.  T h e y  do no t  ca tch  m a n y  Span i sh  m a c k e r e l  ; b u t  a few 
boni to .  I do no t  t h i n k  shore-se ines  d e s t r o y  the  fish m u c h ;  b u t  some 
k i n d s  of  fish a r e  d e s t r % e d  b y  t r aps .  

SYLYANUS W]~STG-ATE~ a t  Rob inson ' s  Ho le  : 

I "tin out  on ~ se in ing-cruise .  I have  a ne t  of  a b o u t  s i x t y  fa thoms .  I 
a m  not  ( loi~g much  now ; ca t ch  some blue-f ish and  bass .  I g e n e r a l l y  
hau l  a t  n igh t .  I t h i n k  [ shou ld  no t  ca tch  a n y t h i n g  in t he  day- t ime .  I 
have  not  c a u g h t  a h u n d r e d  scnp in five y e a r s  wi th  the  seine. I h a v e  no t  
c a u g h t  a n y  bass  th i s  y e a r  t h a t  we ighed  over  t w e n t y  pounds .  I dou~t 
t h i n k  they  a re  h a l f  as  p l e n t y  as  l a s t  y e a r  ; t h e r e  is no k ind  of  fish as  
p l en ty ,  unless  i t  is m e n h a d e n .  

Mr. I)Ynt{,. I have  c a u g h t  t h r ee  sea-bass  th i s  year .  A few y e a r s  ago  
I could go ou t  a n d  ca tch  fifty or s ix ty .  

)It ' .  WESTGATE. I t h i n k  the  t r a p s  d e s t r o y  the  fish ; I dou~t t h i n k  the  
se ines  do much hur t .  ~Ve have  se ined  eve r  s ince we were  b o r n ;  b u t  a 
t r a p  is a s t a t i o n a r y  th ing ,  and  i f  a fish is  go ing  by  he m u s t  go in. 

Mr. DY'ER. They  ca t ch  more  t h a n  t h e y  can  sell  in the  t raps .  The  
1)ockets a re  some t imes  crowded~ and a g r e a t  m a n y  die.  Th is  s p r i n g  
t h e y  could  no t  ge t  s m a c k s  to t ake  the  fish to l~*ew Y o r k  fas t  enough.  

)~ir. ~VESTGATE. The  5, need no t  t r y  to s top  t r a p p i n g ;  t h e y  will  run  
t h e m s e l v e s  ou t  p r e t t y  soon. 

Mr. DYng .  The  fish t a k e n  a t  t h e  pound  here  a re  no t  w o r t h  $25 a day .  
L a s t  y e a r  a man  h i r ed  the  p r i v i l e g e  of  the  p o u n d  a t  M e n e m s h a  Bight~ 
and  he sold 81~200 wor th  in a week.  S q a e t e a g u e  are  not  ha l f  as  p l e n t y  
th i s  y e a r  as  las t .  The  seal) ~ sea-bass~ and  tautog~ when t h e y  come in in  
t he  spr i t lg ,  a re  full  of  spawn,  r e a d y  to shoot .  They  h a v e  r ipe  s p a w n  in 
them when t h e y  come into  the  pounds .  I h a d  some and  d r e s se d  them,  
a n d  found  s p a w n  in them so r ipe  you could  no t  t a k e  ou t  t he  spawn  whole.  

Mr. XVEsTr*ATE. I t h i n k  blue-'fish and  sque t eague  k i l l  a b o u t  -,s m a n y  
fish as  1)ounds. A blue-f ish will  k i l l  twice  his w e i g h t  in a day .  A blue- 
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fish will go wherever scup can g% and they feed at the top more. They 
feed at the bottom at night. 

Mr. DYI~n. i can tcU you just  my opinion about traps. I f  they did 
not catch the mother fish in the spring~ when they come along the shores 
to spawn, I don't think they would destroy the fish a great deal. They 
should not 1)e allowed to put them down so early. I think they should 
not be allowed to put them down bclbre the 1st of June. By that  time 
the bottom fish have got through spawning. 

Squeteague come about the 10th of June ;  they come from the west- 
ward;  they catch them ~t Long Island betbre we do here. 

Question. \Vhat would you say of the plan of allowing them to fish 
at any season, but requiring them to draw up the net two or three days 
in a week "~ 

Answer. That  would be a good idea. 
Mr. \VI~ST(}ATE. I do not think Sl)anish mackerel have been around 

here many years i they were something new to m% aud I had been fish* 
ing twenty years. 

Mr. ])yl~p~. I never saw a Spanish mackerel till this year. 
Mr. WESTGaWE. I never saw a bonito till two or three years ago;  I 

have not caught many this year. I think new fish are coming on to ttle 
shores~ and if it were not tbr the l)ouads we would have them plenty. 

PASQUE [SLAND~ VINEYARD SOUND~ 
Chub-House, Pasque, A~gust 23, 1,~7I. 

PIIILIP C, HARS~ON~ treasurer of the clnb~ thought  it a gross outrage 
to have fish-pouuds on tileshore near. This pound was kept, he said, 
by New London men. There was a much larger caI)ital mnph)yed 
in pound-fishing than he had supposed--between five and six millions of 
dollars. Fifty bass destroyed in the spring prevents a vast ammmt of 
increase. 

PETEI¢ BALEN, a member of the club, said he understood th:tt 
the trappers threw away, at  one time, a large number of dead black- 
fish, (tautog.) There ~re not as many tautog as there used to be 
by nearly one in twenty. Tlmre is a great diminution of the ground- 
fish. The bass are more scarce. I think the traps interfere with them 
very much. We had a law passed to prohibit dr~wiug a seine on this 
island ; but. they draw a net every night, and if I were to go and t ry  
to stop them, they would insult me. I am persuaded the trappers do 
not make any money /b r  themselves, and they perfectly clear the whole 
coast of fish. I think the great evil of the traps is, that  they cat('h the 
fish in spring before they have spawned. I do not think the blue-fish 
diminish the other ]duds of fish that  I spoke of. They generally lbllow 
the menhaden. 

5It. HARMON. The blue-fish have very materially diminished along 
here within three years, to such an extent that  when fishing off our 
stands we do not take more than two or three in a day. Out here 
I have caught  as many as sixty in a day by drailing for them. 
~rou we cannot c~tch any. The blue-fish and bass accompany eqch 
other, 1 thiuk. The blue-fish chop up the menhaden, and the bass pick 
uP the pieces. I don't  think there is one blue-fish where there were fifty 

few years 'ago. 
Mr. BALEN. Two. of us caught twenty eight bass once, weighing from 

five to twenty pounds apiece. 
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THohI,~_s E. TI~IPLER~ a m e m b e r  of  t he  elub~ sa id  he  h a d  been  he re  
e i g h t  days~ a n d  h a d  c a u g h t  t w e n t y - f o u r  bass ,  w e i g h i n g  f rom four  to  
t w e n t y - n i n e  pounds .  I t h i n k  t h e y  a r e  more  p l e n t y  t han  t h e y  were  l a s t  
year .  

~[ENE~ISHP~ BIGHT~ ~[AI~TH.4_'S VINEYARD~ 
]~AST OF GAY HEAD~ VINEYARD SOUND~ 

September 22, 1871. 
JASON LUCE ¢~ CO., ( the c o m p a n y  cons is t s  of  J a s o n  Luee  a n d  Brother~ 

~[r. Tilton~ a n d  two- o the r  men :) 
Blue-f ish  a re  qu i t e  p l e n t y  n e a r  l~oman"s L a n d  as  l a t e  as  ~November. 
W e  f ind l i t t l e  fish in t h e  s t o m a c h s  of  blue-f ish ; we h a v e  t a k e n  ou t  

smal l  seup.  I t ook  fo r ty - two  scup a b o u t  two inches  l o n g  ou t  of  t he  
s t o m a c h  of  oue blue-fist  b a y e a r  ago  t h i s  summer ,  ou t  a t  the  e a s t w a r d  
of  E d g a r t o w n .  The  blue-f ish w e i g h e d  a b o u t  t h r e e  a n d  a hMf  pounds .  
Bes ides  t he  fb r ty - two  t h a t  I counted ,  t h e r e  were  some so fh.r gone  t h a t  
t h e y  could  no t  be counted .  

Menhaden  a v e r a g e  from 225 to 240 in a ba r re l .  W e  c a u g h t  t h i s  ye.lx 
2~000 barrels~ or  a b o u t  4=70,000 m e n h a d e n .  W e  c a u g h t  ove r  100,000 
m a c k e r e l  ; no t  so m a n y  as  l a s t  yea r .  W e  b e g a n  f i sh ing  a b o u t  t he  12th 
of  A p r i l ,  a n d  c a u g h t  a l ewives  first.  W e  c a u g h t  a b o u t  100,000 dog-f ish  
th i s  year .  A l l  fish were ea r l i e r  t h a n  u s n a l t h i s  year .  Macke re l  g e n e r a l l y  
come from the  5th  to  t he  10th of  May~ t h o u g h  we ge t  some s c a t t e r i n g  
ones ear l ier .  M e n h a d e n  come nex t .  T a u t o g  come ear ly ,  w i th  t he  her-  
r ing.  W e  c a t c h  shad  the  l a s t  d a y s  of  A p r i l .  W h e n  we see blue-fish~ 
we cotmlude the  sp r ing  f i sh ing  is a t  an  end.  W e  g e n e r a l l y  ca tch  t hem 
a b o u t  t he  midd l e  of  June~ go ing  west .  W e  see acres  of  t h e m  schoo l ing  
off here.  T h e y  a re  over  in t he  B a y  ten  d a y s  ea r l i e r  t h a n  h e r e .  Some 
come in to  t he  S o u n d  t h r o u g h  Quick ' s  Hole .  M e n h a d e n  a re  t a k e n  in 
the  B a y  befbre  we see any  here.  W e  ca t ch  seup he re  j u s t  a b o u t  t h e  t ime  
t h e y  do a t  S a u g h k o n e t .  I t h i n k  a p a r t  of  t h e m  come in by  w a y  of  Saugh -  
kone t ,  and  a p a r t  b y  G a y  H e a d .  Scup  a re  a r o u n d  ~Noman's Land~ a n d  
a re  c a u g h t  t he re  wi th  the  hook.  W e  h a v e  no t i ced  ,~ good  m a n y  y o u n g  
scup th i s  y e a r  ; never saw them so be~bre. This  is  t h e  t h i r d  season  we 
have  f ished in  the  s u m m e r  and  i.~ll~ b u t  t h i s  is  a new t h i n g  to see so 
m a n y  y o u n g  soup. I was up in C o n n e c t i c u t  l a s t  week,  "rod t h e y  to ld  me  
t h e  y o u n g  scup were  n u m e r o u s  there .  The  scup we t a k e  in t he  p o u n d  
are  s p a w n i n g  fish. W e  t a k e  t h e m  w e i g h i n g  f rom one and  a h a l f  to two 
pounds .  M a n y  will no t  we igh  over  h a l f  a pound .  W e  ca t ch  more  of  
t h a t  size t han  of  t he  l a rge  size. ][ have  d r e s sed  scup t h a t  were  not  v e r y  
l a rge  which  h a d  the  red- roe  in  them,  which  we c a l l r i p e .  I t h i n k  we f ind 
s p a w n  a b o u t  as  of ten  in t h e  m e d i m n  s ized  fish as  any .  

W e  h a v e  e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y  of  k n o w i n g  w h a t  fish eat ,  and  a b o u t  t h e i r  
spawn~ because  we h a n d l e  a g r e a t  m a n y .  W e  can  squeeze  y o u n g  ones  
ou t  of  a dog-f ish a n y  h m n t h  in  t he  year .  L a s t  y e a r  we c a u g h t  a d rum.  
W e  c a u g h t  two sahnon  th i s  year .  W e  ca t ch  w h a t  t h e y  cal l  s e a - t r o u t - -  
no t  more  t h a n  t h r e e  or  four  in a season.  W e  ca t ch  the  s ahnon  in May .  
V~re ca t ch  a few blue.f ish,  squeteague~ and  sk ip- jack ,  or  boni to .  W e  h a v e  
caught,  150 a lb ieore  a t  a t ime.  ~ W e  h a v e  c a u g h t  as  n inny as  500 t h i s  
year .  T h e y  hring:  s ix cen t s  a pound .  V~Te ca t ch  lump-f ish in the  season  
of  a l l  sizes,  up  to t w e n t y  inches  long.  T h e y  a re  as  a p t  to  ge t  t h e  f irst  
scup a t  L o m b a r d ' s  Cove  as  we a re  here .  

Orcyu~ts thyunus. 
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I suppose we catch more fish in our two pounds than are caught  in all 
the other pounds in the Sound put together. We think this is because 
we are so near the ocean. When  both pounds are in operation, we catch 
more fish in the eastern one. Later in the season we see schools of fish 
coming from the west. 

We can judge something of the way fish are going by those that  are 
gilled in the leaders. We have caught  the conger-eel in the spring. 
They are a spotted fish~ and have considerably large holes in the side of 
the mouth. VVe catch many of them every year. We catch the true 
eat-fish also every year. 

• Question. What  would you rent your pound for by the month and 
man i t - - f v e  hundred dollars ? 

Answer. I f  you would say five thousand dollars a month, we might 
talk about it. 

Betbre we came here with our traps~ the herring had begun to diminish 
up in Squib-Nocket Pond. But  last year they could catch as many as 
they wanted--from five to ten thousand at a time. 

Last  year and the yeqr before they caught  more thau they had in any 
year for thir ty years. Scup began to diminish long before we put down 
pounds here. Summer trapping .would not pay without the spring 
trapping. I have dressed t~mtog in the month of Augus t  chock-full of 
spawn. 

Question. Would it suit you to propose to close the pounds for a cer- 
tain time in each week ; say from Saturday noon until Monday noon ; 
and make the law imperative on all the pounds, so that  no fish should 
be taken during that  time by anybody;  and with such penalties that  it 
will be absolutely certain that the law will be enibrced'? 

Answer. That  would suit us better than to be stopped entirely. We 
would like that, of course, if we could not do any better. 

Question. W h a t  would be the best way to prevent fish from going in 
the pounds ? 

Answer. Close the door ; and if they went into the heart~ they would 
pass r ight under. 

We make a good deal of money on mackerel;  and it is no worse for 
us to catch mackerel than tbr the mackerel-catchers. The money that  
we make on tautog and scup is a mere trifle. We make money on the 
fish that nobody pretends to catch with the hook. We have been iu 
the pound business about ten years, aud I do not see any diminution of 
fish of any kind. Mackerel last year were plenty with us. 

There should be a pret ty heavy penalty~ in order to carry the thing 
through ; and it ought to be so. 

Question. W h a t  should be the nature of the penalty ? 
Answer. I should say put it pretty heavy, for we should obey the law. 
Question. How much ? 
Answer. [All present agreed that  $1,000 was not too much.] 
Question. Would you advise a fine and confiscation of the equip- 

ment ? 
Auswer. Yes, sir ; that  is a good idea. 
Question. VVhat would you think of requiring a liceuse~ in order to 

put down a pound ? 
Answer. I should like that  very well  
Question. How ihr apart  should the pounds be of,$wo different par- 

ties ? 
Answer. About  a mile. 
Question. Would you say that~ when a license to place a pound in 
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any given locality was gr~nted, that  there should be no change of loca- 
tion without a new license ? 

Answer. There should be no change to any great  extent. I t  is not  
a common thing to change a pound from one point to another. 

I think we should f~re better to have the United States control the 
business than to have the State do it. We want all to be served alike 
in the fishing business, as well as other things. I f  we cannot fish, we 
don't  want our neighbors to fish. I f  we could have our rights secured 
to us by a license, it would be better for us. 

[All agreed that  if it was a uniform thing to have the time of fishing 
restricted, it might  be quite as well.] 

Boston is the market  tbr mackerel. We catch a great deal of bait to 
supply the cod and mackerel fishermen. We don~t catch the kind of 
fish that  the people are contending fi)r after the 1st of June. 

We never hauled our trap on Sun'day, and are not disposed to do it ; 
if the fish come in then, well and good. We have caught  but few 
striped bass~ perhaps sixty or seventy. 

One of our leaders is 216 fathoms and the other 225. 
About  one hundred and fifty barrels of scup in a day is as m~ny as 

we have caught  this year. 
Last  year~ on the 28th of September, mackerel were more plenty in 

this bight  than we ever saw them. Our t raps were not down then ; we 
have never fished so late as that. But  we propose, to keep our traps 
down this year till the end of the season.* The ihll mackerel are small. 
In  the spring they are larger, and we get all the way ti'om two to eight- 
een cents apiece for them. 

The bill-fish, as distinct from the sword-fish, is found near here. The 
sword is smaller ; the fin does not hook over like that  of the sword-fish, 
but  goes straight up ; but  not so high as the fin of the sword-fish. The 
sword is not so flat. There is a good delft of difference in the eating. 
You can see any quanti ty of them sometimes; but  they are shy. 

LDGARTOW-N, ~ARTHI'S VINEYA]~D~ 
September 27, 1871. 

This evening there were present at an examination of the subject of 
fisheries the ibllowing-named persons, who are employed in fishing, but 
who have formerly been commanders of ships, and several of them 
captains of wh.de-ships: Captain Francis Pease, Captain Charles Mar- 
chant, Captain Alexander P. Fisher, Captain Gustavus A. ]~ylies,  
Captain Joshua H. Snow, Captain Theodore Wimpenny,  Captain Ruf'ns F. 
Pease, Captain Thomas C. Worth,  Captain Thomas Dexter, Capt.qin 
John  P. Fisher, Captain George Coffin, Captain Josiah C. Pease, Captain 
Leonard Courtney, Captain George A. Smith, Captain Richard tIolley; 
Captain Grafton N. Collins, Charles F. Dunham~ esq., Dennis Conrtney~ 
t t en ry  B. ttuxibrd~ William Simpson, Hohnes W. Smith, John  Vinson~ 
Thomas Dunham. 

The persons who principally spoke ibr the others were Captain Francis  
I~ease, Captain Rufus F. Pease, Captain Josiah C. Pease, gnd Captain 
George Coffin. 

+ They were kept down into October~ but no mackerel were taken.--S. F. B. 
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C a p t a i n  F g , ~ o l s  Pn,~sE. F i s h  are  g e t t i n g  a g r e a t  dea l  s c a r c e r  than  
t h e y  used  to  be. A few y e a r s  ago you could  s i t  on the  end of  the  
wh:~rf a n d  ca t ch  fish enough  before  b r e a k f a s t  lbr  :~ family .  A n y  boy  or  
old  g e n t l e m a n  couhl do it. iNow they  are  gone. The  sca rc i ty  com- 
menced  when t h e y  began  to pu t  down the  pounds .  The re  used  to  be  
seu 1) and  t a u t o g  al l  t h r o u g h  the  h a r b o r  he re  ve r  b" p l en ty ,  b u t  now we can  
sca rce ly  ~4et a n y  t h a t  a re  e a t a b l e ;  we have  to go out  of  t he  Sound .  
E v e r y  y e a r  we have  to  go f a r t h e r  out.  

I do most  of  my  f ishing outs ide ,  i h a v e  no t  no t iced  the  h a r b o r  as  
much  as  t he  o the r  f i shermen,  and  do not  know a b o u t  t h e r e  b e i n g  y o u n g  
seup here ,  t h o u g h  the re  a l w a y s  are  some. I was on t h e  w h a r f  f ishing 
fi)r cunne r s  and [ go t  two or  th ree  l i t t l e  scup.  

T h e r e  a re  no t r a p s  on the  i s l and  th i s  s ide  of' t t o h n e s ' s  Hole .  U p  a t  
M e n c m s h a  they  c a u g h t  up so m a n y  fish t h a t  t hey  could  not  d i spose  of  
them.  W e  do no t  ge t  blue-fish as  p l e n t y  as  we used to. The re  are  ~ 
good  many  c a u g h t  wi th  seines.  The  b o a t m e n  t h i n k  t h e y  have  no t  done  
as  well  th i s  y e a r  as  before.  3{ost of t he  fish c~mght here  a re  s h i p p e d  to  
New Bed fo rd  a n d  New York .  There  'n'e some th i r ty - f ive  boa t s  t h a t  ~re 
s e n d i n g  off' fish. Vesse l s  come in a n d  t a k e  t h e m - - f o u r  or five of  them.  
The  m a j o r i t y  of  the  b o a t m e n  sell  to the  vessels .  Tim l a t e s t  t h a t  I h a v e  
k n o w n  blue-fish to be  c~mght was  the  l a s t  of  O c t o b e r ;  b u t  those  m'e 
w h a t  we cal l  *Am fa t  ones~ we igh ing  f rom ten  to f i f teen p o u n d s  apiece.  
~Ve don,'t  ca tch  marly of  them,  and  those  we w-t~nt ourse lves .  Mos t  of  
then l  a re  c a u g h t  over  a t  t he  i s l and  of  Muskege t .  [ t h ink  the  blue-fish 
spawn a t  t he  south.  T h e y  a re  a w a r m - w e a t h e r  fish ; t he  l ea s t  cold will  
s end  t hem off in to  deep  water .  

C a p t a i n  JOSIAH C. ])EASE. W e  ca lcu la te  t h a t  t he  blue-f ish spawn  here  
abou t  the  l a s t  of  J u l y  a n d  first  of' A u g u s t .  I have  seen t h e m  when I 
t h ink  t h e y  were  s p a w n i n g  on the  sands .  I h a v e  c a u g h t  them a sho r t  
t ime  l)elbre ih l l  of  spawn,  a n d  then  tbr  a t ime  a f t e rwa rd  t hey  would  be 
th in  and  weM:. T h e y  do not  ge t  much  fa t  a b o u t  them t i l l  the  l a s t  of  
A u g u s t  or  f irst  of  Sep t ember .  They  spawn  on white~ s a n d y  1)ottom~ 
r i g h t  ou t  to the  e a s t w a r d  of  th i s  i s l and ,  t o w a r d  Muskege t .  I .  h a v e  
seen t h e m  t h e r e  in cons ide rab l e  m u u b e r s  i b rmer ly .  A l l  k i u d s  of  i ish 
are  sca rce r  now t h a n  they  used  to  be. A few y e a r s  ago  we could  g e t  
a n y  q u a n t i t y  of  them.  

Ques t ion .  W h a t  has  m a d e  them scarce  ; ha s  t h e r e  been  any  d i sease  
a m o n g  t h e m  °~ 

Answer .  ¥es~ sir.  The  d i sease  is  twin% I th ink .  F i s h i n g  neve r  k i l l ed  
ou t  t he  fish. 

W h e n  I was a boy  we could  ca tch  as  m a n y  scup r i g h t  off the  w h a r v e s  
as  we wan ted .  I do no t  t h i n k  t h e r e  a re  as  inuny fish c a u g h t  wi th  the  
hook  a n d  l ine  as  t l le re  used  to be. W e  would  c a t c h  them if  we could  
ge t  a chance.  

I t  is only  a b o u t  twe lve  y e a r s  s ince fish have  been  sh ipped  in l a rge  
quan t i t i e s .  Be ib re  t h a t  t he  m a r k e t  was  nea i ' e r  home~ and  no fish 
( taught  wi th  t im hook  and  l ine  were  sh ipped .  Bas s  were  so I) lenty 
in  those  days  t h a t  we could  no t  ge t  more  t h a n  th ree  or  t bu r  cen t s  a 
p o u n d  ibr  t h e m ;  now they  a re  w o r t h  ten or  twe lve  cents.  I r eco l lec t  
see ing  one man ,  when  I was  a boy,  hau l  up  th ree  t ho~sand ,  t h ' t t  he 
a l lowed to l ie  a n d  rot .  O u r  boa t s  could  t hen  g e t  one h u n d r e d  in a d a y  
qu i t e  f r e q u e n t l y  ; l a r g e  bass ,  too. 

Ques t ion .  B u t  bass  a re  no t  c a u g h t  in t he  pounds~ a re  t hey  
A n s w e r .  T h e y  are  a cunn ing  fisl b and  know e n o u g h  not  to  go in to  

the  p o u n d s  a f t e r  t h e y  have  been in  one once. 
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I do not know where the s t r iped bass spawn. I have never  seen any 
very young ; none two or three inches long. 

I never  saw a young sqncteagae.  
I have seen p lenty  of young rock-bass not more than  two inches long. 
The stril)ed bass go up into the ponds and among the eel-grass, [ 

suppose. 
Question. Don ' t  you th ink  the blue-fish have  someth ing  to do with 

making  other fish scarce ? 
Answer.  No. There have always been blue-fish. Fo r  th i r ty  years  

they have been plenty.  
Captain  RUFITS F. PEASE. Blue-fish came in here betbre 1830. I 

recollect of hear ing  the old iblks t a lk  about  bluef ish .  I caught  them 
before I went  to sea, in 1824. 

Capta in  GEo. COFFIN. I caught  enough to load a b o a t  in 1825. They 
were so plenty,  I caught  them jus t  as fast  as I could haul  them in. 

Captain  F]~A~C~S PEASE. I have he~rd my father  speak of the large 
blue-fish, weighing ibr ty  l)ounds, i th ink  th,~t must have been before 
the beginning of this eentnry.  They were all gone long before my day. 
The first tha t  [ recollect were small fish. The large blue-fish are not as 
act ive as the smaller  ones. I th ink the l)lne-fish tha t  are around in the 
smnmer~ weighing five or six pounds,  are the same as we catch now~ 
which are large and / ' a t .  

Capta in  RUFUS F. PEASE. Blne-fish are growing plenty now away 
down toward Now~ Scotia, and are growing less year  by year  here. 
The mischief  of tim pounds is, they keep the price down, and they  can- 
not sell their  own fish. I th ink  they injure every man ; I can see in the  
las t  ten years  a great  change. 

Question. W h y  are fish so dear  at re ta i l  ? 
Answer.  Tha t  is all owing to the market-men~ who have a compact  

among themseh 'es  tha t  they will not  sell below a certain price. 
Captain FI~A~'C[S PEASE. I t  makes no difference with us whether  

fish are high or low; they will not give us but  about  a cent a pound,  
while at the s 'une time they keep thei r  agreement  not to sell ibr less 
than eight  cents. 

There were as many as twenty-five boats  from the bluffs around here 
th is  year,  dr iv ing off the fish from the shoals. They are not  fishing- 
boa ts ;  but  they come with a crowd of sail on, and they fl 'ighten the 
fish. 

I f  fish were not caught  any faster  than  they  are t aken  with a hook 
and line~ they would be plenty.  

Captain  JOSIAH C. PEASE. The pounds take all the  breeding-fish 
tha t  come into the shores. I saw in New Bedford, tim first of May~ 
large s,:up, full of spawn, and rock-bass. They were taken  in the  
pounds~ and couhl not have been caught  with l ines;  i t  was too early. 

Captain  R. F. PEASE. They had so many tau tog  taken a t  Wood 's  Hole  
at  one t ime tha t  the net sunk and the fish died, and they  had to turn 
them on t.lm shore. They were chuck fnll of spawn ; large  breeders  in 
tlmre, looking for a place to deposi t  their  spawn. 

Cal)tain JOSIAH C. PEASE. Some of the farmers will have a pound; 
mid go to i t  in the  morning~ and take  out the fish and ship them, and then 
go to work or thei r  fa.rms. They do not fi)llow fishing ibr  a l iving. 

Capta in  R. F.  PEASE. The law ought  to be uniibrm. One reason 
why the pounds were not s topped by the legis la ture  of Massachuse t t s  
was, theft the Provincetown people made a s ta tement  tha t  they (.ould 
not fit out their  vessels with bait ,  mfless they had pounds to catch i t  for  
them. 
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Ques t ion .  Cou ld  t h e y  ? 
A n s w e r .  t I o w  d id  t h e y  do i t  before  ? They  h a d  t i le  same fac i l i t ies  

t hen  as  now. T h e y  used  to send  to ~Nov~ Sco t i a  for  b a i t ;  now t h e y  
use on ly  h e r r i n g  and  m e n h a d e n  for bai t .  M e n h a d e n  a re  g e t t i n g  scarce.  
This  hn rbor  used  to be full  when  I was a b o y ;  b u t  i~ is :~ r a r e  t h i n g  
to  find a n y  here  now, because  t h e y  a re  c a u g h t  up.  T h e y  don~t ca tch  
t h e m  a t  S a u g h k o n e t  g o c k s ,  as  t h e y  used  to. I f  t h e y  keep  on c a t c h i n g  
t h e m  up as  t b e y  have  done,  we sha l l  have  to  send  to Ca l i t b rn i a  to ge t  a 
mess  of  fish. W e  have  had  bon i to  here  th i s  yea r ,  and  t h e r e  have  been 
more  s q u e t e a g u e  a b o u t  th i s  y e a r  t h a n  be/bre.  

C a p t a i n  FRANCIS PEASE. W h e n  I was  "~ boy~ we used  to  ca tch  sque- 
l e a g u e  v e r y  p len ty .  You  canner, go off he re  now a n d  g e t  fl 'esh fish 
enough  for d i u n e r  a n d  ge t  b a c k  in t ime to cook it. You  will  soon have  
to go to h-ew Bed fo rd  to ge t  f resh  fish. I u sed  to go ou t  a t  t h i s  t ime  of  
t he  y e a r  and  ca tch  ha l f  a ba r r e l ,  in a sho r t  t ime,  of  b ig  pond  soup 
e i g h t  i nches  long.  

C a p t a i n  R. F .  PEASE. R o u n d  ~ [ u s k e g e t  we used  to do well  c a t c h i n g  
t h e  l{/rge blue-fish and  bass ,  b u t  now we canno t  ge t  a n y  fish there .  I 
am down dead  a g a i n s t  any  f ishing e x c e p t  w i th  hook  ~nd line.  A m a u  
who is r ich  can  sweep  the  shore  wi th  ne ts ,  b u t  a poor  man,  w i th  his  
boa t ,  c anno t  g e t  any  fish. The  b ig  fish ea t  up  the  l i t t l e  ones ! 

C a p t a i n  J .  (~. PEASE. I t h i n k  five h u n d r e d  p o u n d s  is t he  h i g h e s t  
a m o u n t  [ have  ever  c a u g h t  th i s  y e a r  in a day .  F o u r  y e a r s  ago  I c a u g h t  
1,472 p o u n d s  in a day .  I used  to go t h r e e  or  i bu r  y e a r s  ago  a~Ld ge t  
250~ 275, a n d  280 fish in a day ,  b u t  now it is h a r d  work  to  ge t  a hun- 
d red .  T h e y  h a v e  been  dec r ea s ing  g r a d u a l l y  e v e r y  y e a r  for  tour  or five 
yea rs .  L a s t  y e a r  t he re  was a g r e a t  fall  fl 'om the  y e a r  before.  I know 
t h e r e  is  n o b o d y  who goes  ove r  more  g r o u n d  for blue-f ish t h a n  I do. I 
c a u g h t  t he  f irst  blue-fish th i s  yea r  t he  29th d a y  of  May.  S o m e t i m e s  I 
ge t  t hem as ea r ly  as  t he  25th of  May.  W e  g e n e r a l l y  ca tch  a few of the  
f irst  when  we a re  fishint~" for codfish ~tt the  bo t tom.  W e  ca tch  codfish 
t i l l  the  l a s t  of  May.  W e  do no t  see t hem a t  al l  on t h e  top  of  t he  w a t e r  
when t h e y  f irst  come. VVe beg in  to see t h e i r  whir ls  on the  w a t e r  a b o u t  
t he  midd le  of  June ,  I f  the  w e a t h e r  is  warm,  t h e y  will be  hexle t i l l  t he  
midd l e  of October .  I h a v e  c a u g h t  t h e m  as l a t e  as  t he  f irst  of  5~ovem - 
ber .  I have  c a u g h t  blue-f ish t h a t  we ighed  th i r t een  or  fore ' teen I)ounds.  
]31ue-fish ldow a re  our  ma in  s tay .  I f  i could  have  m y  choice of  t he  fish 
to  be  pleuty~ I would  choose  sea-bass .  Seup  a re  too smal l ,  nnless  t hey  
a re  v e r y  p l en ty  ; indeed~ you  could  no t  m a k e  a n y  w a g e s  c a t c h i n g  them.  
I would l ike  to have  ~ l aw p r o h i b i t i n g  the  use  of  p o u n d s  and  se ines  for  
ten  years .  I s  no t  t h a t  f a i r ?  They  ht~ve h a d  a. chance  for  ten 5ears ,  
and  a few a re  monopo l i z ing  the  whole  f ishing.  

Ques t ion .  "What fish would  be ma te i ' i a l l y  af fec ted  b y  sei l f ing bes ides  
bass  ? 

A n s w e r .  A s  qu ick  as  f ros t  comes,  the  bass  go out  in to  the  rips~ and  
we can (:arch t hem w i t h  hook  ~md l ine.  T h e y  tol low the  smal l  fish ou t  
of  t he  sha l low wate r .  The  cold  w e a t h e r  d r i v e s  the  l i t t l e  fish out~ a n d  
t i le  1)ass tb l low them.  W e  n e v e r  ca t ch  in  t he  summer~ ill J u l y  and  
A u g u s t .  L a s t  yea r ,  one day~ I saw an  imme nse  n u m b e r  of  blue-f ish 
down  b e y o n d  C a p e  P o g u e .  I t  was  qu i t e  ca lm,  and  I cou ld  no t  ca tch  
one. T h e r e  was  ~ se ine  set  t h e r e  t h a t  afternoon~ a n d  h a u l e d  a shore  
a b o u t  t h r e e  h u n d r e d .  T h a t  n i g h t  a g i l l -ne t  was  set~ and  n e x t  day  you  
couhl  no t  see a fish. T h e y  were  a l l  fi~ightened away.  T h a t  was some 
t ime  in J u n e ,  I t h ink .  

Ques t ion .  W o u l d  no t  t h e y  h a v e  gone off any  w a y ?  
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Answer. :No, sir ; you would see them month iu "tnd month out; if not  
distnrbcd. 

Question. What  do bluefish eat ? 
Answer. Th(~y will cat everything that  is living. We have a great  

mat~y lanuces that they eat. They take young scup a~ld squid. They 
eat a good re'my eels, too, and anythii~g they can get hold or: [TiLe 
general opinion was that  bluefish do not or'ten eat eels.] The blue-fish 
eats off ~he tail of the eel. 

Cal)tain 1~. F. PEASE. YOU may go to work and dress 1,500 blue-fish, 
and t'll bet yon won't find an eel in aJ~y of tlmm. There is a time when, 
I think, they are spawning, when they will not bite at all, aml they have 
not anything in them ; but we generally find them pret ty hill. E ight  
or nine years ago, any laboring man could go down to the wharf  and get  
as many scup as he wanted tbr breakfast~ aud then go to his day~'s work. 
They were good-sized scup; but  now, if we get any, they are l~ot fit. to 
e~t. ~ourteen years ago, I could make more money catching blue-fish 
at  a cent and a quarter  a pound than I can now for three cents. I could 
sell them at three-fourths of a cent or a cent ~ pound, and make good 
wages at that. The vessels that  come here now in the first par t  of the 
season offer two cents a pound. 

" ~AI~'TUCKET~ July 18, 1871. 
Testimony taken at Kantucket ,  Ju ly  18~ 1871~ being made up of state- 

lnents by several persons engaged in fishing either with lines or nets of 
different kinds, Captain C. B. Gardner, Sylvalms Andrews, John  G. 
Orl)in ~ and Captain Winslow being the principal fishers with lines, aud 
Mr. Snow, Gershom Phinney,  \Villiam (3. Marden, and Mr. Chal)in using 
nets, the last two using hooks and.lines also: 

The testimony of those using hooks and lines only was substantially 
as follows: 

Boat-fishing is nothin~ now. Blue f sh  are not more than half as 
plenty as five years ago. They were not as plenty five years ago as 
they were ten years ago. They grew less after the use of seines and 
gill-nets began. That  broke np the schools of fish that  used to go 
around the island two or three times a day. For ty  years ago the blue- 
fish were very small, about ten inches long. They were not here betbre 
that.  Year by year they became larger, and in about three years 
obtained their full size. Up to this time blue-fish are scarcer on both 
sides of the island than they were last year, though early iu the season 
they were more plenty. 

The average catch up to this time has been less this ye~lr than last ; 
but more have been taken, because there have been more nets. Fifty 
nets; probably, have been added this year, generally on the north side. 
These are visited every morning. They are from thir ty to fin'ty fathoms 
long. They will gill a blue-fish that  weighs two pounds. U1) to within 
a few years you could go with a boat anywhere in this harbor and get  
as mat~y blue.fish as you wanl~ed. ~Now they are driven out by the net's. 
They used to have spawn in them, but they don't  now. 

Mr. SNow, who uses seines or gill-nets, said: 
The 29th of May we caught the first blue-fish. We don't  catch them 

as early with the hook as in seines. They came here late this sea, son. 
About  a hundred a day is a good catch this season. They weigh about  
six or seven pounds. In  September we catch them weighing twelve to 
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lifteen l)oumls, ge t t ing twelve out of a hmnlred of tha t  size. That  is 
when they are passing back. \Ve have caught  some in tile nets this  
spr ing tha t  weighed ten pounds. We can catch blue-fish s teadi ly  
th roughout  the, summer ;  general ly get some every day  while they  
are here. When  we get two t ides  a day  we get  more fish. They come 
iu on the ltood, and we take them when they are o. • o. • ~,olu~, out. We  inw~- 
r iably  catch them on tim ebb. l i t  was here explained tha t  the nets are 
set piu'allel to the shore.] The bai t  comes iu-shm'e nights,  and, I pre.  
same, they tollow it  in. They feed on herr ing and such like. They will 
eat  all tlte soup they can get. 

[The line-tishermen deified this  s tatement ,  general ly agreeing tha t  
they never find any pieces of seup in the blne:fish.] 

5;h'. SNow. I have seen hundreds  and thousands of l i t t le  seup in them. 
They will pick up a erab~ and when they cannot  get any th ing  else they  
will eat  sand.squibs.  I have tbnnd shell-fish in them, tha t  they pick up 
from the bottom. On the line-fishing grounds the blue-fish do not eat  
seup, because they  have  spurs on them. 

I l t  was general ly agreed tha t  they will eat  small scrip, and tha t  they  
wouhl drive, away the seup, t ha t  n m  for l)rote(.'tion into the eel-grass.] 

Mr. ANI)I~EWS. ][ th ink a large  one would not run away. 
Mr. SNow. I have seen the la rges t  st'up in them, and even blue-fish 

in blue-fish. I don' t  th ink  they waste any fish they catch. 
317r. \V~NSLOW. Nine-tenths of the blue-fish have no senl> in them;  

but  most of them have menhaden in ~hem. There are no blue-fish here in 
the winter. They come about  tl~e 1st) of June. I th ink  there are fewer 
in the harbor  this  year  than  heretofore. 

Mr. SNOW. We have probably  two this year  to one last  year.  
Mr. X~rINSLOXV. W e  do not catch so many with the hook. 
NI'. SNOW. W e  get  some every day, but  not so p lenty  as tbr a t ime 

' back.  
Question. I tow do you explain tha t  there are three t imes as many in 

the seines and less caught  with hooks? 
Mr. W~;SL()W. Those caught  in the seines are small. 
Mr. SNow. We get  as great  a proi)ortion of large  ones as we did las t  

year.  I th ink  blue-fish are more plenty in nets  than las t  year.  
Mr. A ~ D ~ W S .  That  is my explanat ion,  too- -because  the nets lmve 

des t royed the hook-fishing. 
Mr. W~XSLOW. W e  used to get from two to three  hundred  blue-fish 

in a day through the season. 
Question. Have  the seleet-men given permission to put  down t raps  ? 
Mr. M~c'z. They have not  refused any. 
Mr. SNow. The pounds did not do well las t  year,  because they were 

not  r igged r ight .  I never  fished with a pound, and don' t  know any- 
th ing  about  them. F i sh ing  with pounds is much more expensive than  
with set. or gill nets. I t  would cost $6,000 to put  down a pound at  
Grea t  Point .  I do not  tlfink there are more than  twice as many gill or 
dr i t t  nets this year  as last.  There are abont  fifty gill-nets out be longing 
to the peoph~ of Nahtucket ,  and some fifteen or twenty  to others,  all on 
tlm north side of the island. They are twenty-five to fifty ti~thoms long, 
and  from th i r ty  to fifty meshes wide. The size of the mesh is from tour 
and one-tburth to tbur and one-half  inches, No. 15 or No. 16 thread.  
W e  get the larges t  blue-fish in the fall. The biggest  one I ever heard 
of weighed twenty-five pounds. I have seen two fish tha t  weighed tbr ty  
pounds,  one weighing eighteen and the other  twenty-two.  

GERSKO3t FINNEY. I th ink  blue-fish are more plenty this  year  than 
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t h e y  were l a s t ;  t hey  a re  v e r y  numerous  th i s  year .  I t h i n k  t i le  l a r g e  
fish are  more  p len ty ,  as well  as  t i le  small .  

Mr. IkNDRI:i~VS. W e  don ' t  ca tch  a l ly  on t i le  n o r t h  s ide  wi th  hooks .  
Mr. 3[,~c~'. I went  out  wi th  a p a r t y  and  go t  i b r ty ,  a week  ago.  I 

k n o w  t h a t  the  f i shermen gene ra l l y  say  t hey  ge t  fewer  on the  no r th  side.  
Mr. SNOW. I t h i n k  more  fish would  h a v e  been c a u g h t  wi th  t h e  hook  

and  l ine i f  the  pr ice  h a d  been such  as to su i t  the  people .  
~ r .  ~VINsLOW. I have  been  up  s ix  or  seven  t imes ,  a n d  have  aver-  

aged ,  I t h ink ,  two each t ime.  I t h i n k  we shou ld  have  a v e r a g e d  more  
t h a n  t h a t  two y e a r s  a g o ;  1)erhal)S no t  l a s t  year .  

Mr. PltlNNEY. I don ' t  know where  t he  blue-f ish spawn ; we see t h e i r  
y o u n g  ones  here. I h a v e  seen t h e m  a longs ide  t i le  wharL  a b o u t  four  
inches  hmg,  a l i t t l e  l a t e r  t h a n  the  midd le  of  Ju ly .  They  wouhl ca tch  
the  l i t t l e  l aunees  and  d r ive  them about .  The  f i rs t  school  t h a t  comes  is 
g e n e r a l l y  the  l a rges t .  

){r. SNOW. I c a u g h t  the  first  blue-fish a b o u t  t he  22d of  May.  
){r. P4{INI~EY sa id  the  1st  of  June .  
Mr. WILLIA.~I C. MAI'DE~ a n d  N[r. C n a e l N  fish a t  G r e a t  Po in t .  T h e y  

fish some wi th  ne t s  and  some wi th  hooks .  Blue-f ish a re  more  p l e n t y  
than  las t  year ,  a t  G r e a t  Po in t ,  by  one- th i rd .  W e  were  t h e r e  l a s t  yea r .  
fi 'om A p r i l  t i l l  a b o u t  t he  m i d d l e  of October ,  and  we n e v e r  go t  so m a n y  
oil the  l ines  d u r i n g  the  whole  season as  we have  up to th i s  t ime  t h i s  
yea r ,  f i shing wi th  t he  s ame  a l )pa ra tns .  

Mr. ANDI~,EWS. Oil t he  sou th  s ide we h a v e  no t  c a u g h t  so m a n y ,  up  to  
t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime,  as  l a s t  year .  

Mr. PI~I>'NEY. I t h i n k  t hey  came r a t h e r  ea r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r  t h a n  las t .  
M r .  3I~tI~DJaN. W e  go~ them a t  G r e a t  P o i n t  a b o u t  t he  l l t h  of  J u n e ,  

first.  
Mr. SNOW. W e  a re  s o u t h w e s t  of  G r e a t  Po in t .  They  a lways  come 

ea r l i e r  to the  west ,  on the  f ron t  s ide  of  t he  i s land ,  t h a n  eastw~trd. A s  
a rule  the re  a re  l a r g e r  fish outs ide .  Some t imes  t h e y  come in schools ,  
so r t ed  by  sizes, and  somet imes  al l  m ixed  up.  

[All  the  gen t l emen  a g r e e d  t h a t  t hey  could  no t  te l l  a n y t h i n g  def in i te  
a b o u t  t he  s p a w n i n g  of  blue-fish.  Some would  spawn  when  t hey  first. 
came.  Mr. Snow h a d  c a u g h t  t h e m  wi th  s p a w n  in them,  t he  l a s t  of  
Ju ly .  Mr. A n d r e w s  had  seen t hem wi th  s p a w n  in them as  l a te  as t h e  
l a s t  of Augus t . ]  

Mr. SNow t h o u g h t  seup more  p l e n t y  th i s  y e a r  t h a n  las t ,  a t  L o n g  I I i l l .  
~I1". ANDREWS sa id  t he  whole  p lace  where  t h e y  were  c a u g h t  was  no t  

l a r g e r  than  the  room in which t h e y  were  then  s i t t i ng  ; a n d  t h a t  was  t h e  
on ly  p lace  where  t h e y  can  be  caugh t ,  a b o u t  a few rocks .  

Mr. M a c ¥ .  They  a re  ve ry  p a r t i c u l a r  a b o u t  t h e i r  r anges .  W h e n  one 
ge t s  the  r a n g e  of  t hem e x a c t l y  t h e y  can be c a u g h t  in p l e n t y  there .  W e  
c a u g h t  150 there ,  the  o t h e r  day ,  one of  which  would  weigh p r o b a b l y  
two pounds .  B u t  most  of  t hem would  weigh  no t  more  t h a n  ha l f  or  
t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  of  a pound .  L a s t  5-ear i t  was  a h n o s t  imposs ib l e  to  g e t  
seup.  W e  p a i d  five and  six cen t s  r i g h t  a long  to ge t  even  smal l  seup.  

Mr. SNow.  L a s t  year ,  in S e p t e m b e r ,  we had  "~ h e a v y  gale ,  trod a f t e r  
t h a t ,  for  t h r ee  days ,  we had  soup. I don ' t  know where  t h e y  came from. 
G e n e r a l l y  t hey  were  on the  in -shore  s ide  of t he  net .  I t h i n k  t h e y  a re  
more  p l en ty  th i s  y e a r  t han  las t .  Crow-fish,  (b lack-bass , )  g e n e r a l l y  so 
ea l led  a b o u t  here ,  a re  m o r e  p len ty ,  aS well  as  t a u t o g .  

Mr. SNow h a d  seen no y o u n g  soup th ree  or  four  inches  long.  H e  h a d  
seen,  t h a t  d a y  a u d  the  d a y  betbr% some a b o u t  an inch  long.  

Cap ta in  Bu~c~Ess,  an  o ld  f i sherman,  in r e sponse  to a ques t ion  a b o u t  
t he  use of  nets ,  s a i d :  I f  i t  was  expec ted  t h a t  he shouhl  s ay  g i l l -ne t s  
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m a d e  fish Inore 1)lenty, such an  a n s w e r  could no t  be  d r a w n  fi'om him 
ve ry  easi ly .  Of  the  s u m m e r  fish, the  blue-fish a n d  seup are  the  l)rinei- 
pa l  to be  re l ied  upon.  V e r y  fe, w t a u t o g  a re  c a u g h t  here.  Blue-fish a re  
scarcer ,  as a un i fbrm th ing ,  on the  nort.h s ide of  t he  i s l and  than  t h e y  
h a v e  been. I fish on the  nor th  s ide  of  t he  i s land ,  fl 'om G r e a t  P o i n t  io  
Muske~e t .  

~[r, PIIINNEY. I have  seen more  fish th i s  y e a r  t h a n  in any  two y e a r s  
befbre.  

Mr. C~{aPIN. T h e r e  have  been more  t h a n  twice  as  m a n y  fish in the  
bay  th is  y e a r  as  t h e r e  were  las t .  

~lr .  PIIINNEY. I.think t h e y  swim v e r y  low th i s  year .  
Mr. SNow.  I ca t ch  ~hem lower  t h a n  usual .  I t h i n k  t hey  are  a f t e r  t he  

b o t t o m  bai t .  
Mr. PIIINNE¥. VC'e f iud t hem wi th  eels  in thein,  a n d  eve~:y t h i n g  t h a t  

l ives  a t  the  bo t tom.  
Mr. ANDREWS. [ fish b o t h  ways.  T w e n t y  y e a r s  ago  we could  ca tch  

e n o u g h  a t  t he  top.  
Mr.  SNow.  T w e n t y  y e a r s  ago t h e r e  were  no ne t s  b e l o n g i n g  to Nan-  

t u c k e r  people ,  b u t  t h e y  came here  fl 'om Cape  Cod a n d  fished. 
Ques t ion .  M i g h t  we say  tha t ,  upon  the  whole,  t he  blue-f ish are  more  

p l e n t y  th i s  y e a r  t h a n  l a s t ;  b u t  t ha t ,  in consequence  of  t h e i r  s w i m m i n g  
lower  t h a n  usua l ,  t h e y  c a n n o t  be  c a u g h t  wi th  hooks  ? 

Mr. PIIINNEY r e s p o n d e d  a f f i rmat ive ly ,  o the r s  no t  answer ing .  
Mr.  BURGESS. I shou ld  l ike  to  see some one go f rom T u e k e r n u e k  to 

t he  P o i n t  and  ge t  t en  fish a day  ; w h e r e a s  ten y e a r s  ago  you m i g h t  g e t  
a hundred .  [ don ' t  know the  cause  of  t he  d e c r e a s e ;  I t h i n k  i t  is  t he  
nets .  I have  seen acres  a n d  acres  a long  G r e a t  Po in t ,  l in t  t h e y  would  
n o t  b i te .  

Mr. ANDREWS. ]~ t h i n k  t h a t  is  a b o u t  t he  t ime '  t h e y  a re  s p a w n i n g .  I 
have  seen t h e m  when  t h e y  wouhl  no t  t a k e  the  hook  anyhow,  p e r h a p s  
for  an  hour ,  and  t hen  t h e y  would  bi te .  

Mr. PKINNEY. ~ r e  f ind p l e n t y  of  spawn  in t he  blue-f ish th i s  y e a r ;  
b u t  not  so m a n y  as  we d id  a t  f i r s t ;  a b o u t  t he  10th of J u n e  w e / b u n d  i t  
mos t  p len ty .  W e  find now more  males ,  gene ra l ly ,  t h a n  females .  

5I t .  BURC, ESS. The  roe of  t he  female  is  ye l low ; t h a t  of  t he  male  is  
whi te .  I do no t  know w h e r e  blue-fish sl)awn ; I neve r  saw a n y  of t he  

• eggs  f loa t ing  on the  water .  I t h i n k  the  femMes de pos i t  t h e i r  spawn ,  
a n d  t hen  the  male  depos i t s  his  on top  of  it .  I am v e r y  much  opposed  
to  ne t s  of  all l d n d s ;  I t h i n k  t h e y  are  a gene ra l  loss and  d i s a d v a n t a g e .  

1Kr. SNow.  I don ' t  know wha~ the  fish are  go ing  to b r i n g  th i s  year .  
L a s t  y e a r  t hey  sold for a b o u t  ,$8 a n d  ,$10 a ba r re l .  I do no t  send any  
fl 'esh fish, b u t  s a l t  them.  W e  send  the  s a l t ed  blue-f ish to New Y o r k  
a n d  Ba l t imore .  A b a r r e l  ho lds  200 pounds ,  wh ich  would  m a k e  t h e m  
w o r t h  a b o u t  t ou r  to five cen t s  a pound .  

Mr. BURGESS. I t h i n k  the  soup, on the  whole,  a re  more  p l e n t y  t h i s  
y e a r  t h a n  las t ,  b u t  t h e y  a re  smal l  ; we do no t  ge t  l a rge  ones,  as  we used  
to.  The  small  ones  a re  j u s t  as  flfll of  spawn.  W e  f ind seup,  no t  more  
t h a n  two or t h r ee  inches  hmg,  wi th  spawn  in flmm~ I t  a p p e a r s  to be 
per l~et .  Blue-f ish ~ foot  long  will  spawn.  I go t  some t o - d a y  t h a t  [ 
t h i n k  were  a loot  long,  a n d  t h e y  h a d  s p a w n  in them.  I t h i n k  i t  is  
w r o n g  to th is  whole c o m m u n i t y  to  have  pounds .  

Mr. SNow.  I t h i n k  the  blue-fish have  used  up the  ba i t ,  and  "tre go ing  
a w a y  to seek  it. T h e r e  used  to be h e r r i n g  a n d  m e n h a d e n  p len ty ,  b u t  
t h e y  a re  gone now. W e  do no t  f ind as  m a n y  m e u h a d e n  and  h e r r i n g  in 
t he  blue-f ish as  we d id  in  June .  
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5It. ANDREWS. There has been more bait passing this island this 
year than tbr a long time. 

Mr. BUt~OESS. The menhaden come in tim spring, and then again in 
June, and pass by and go into deeper water, where it is cooler~ aud 
come back in the Iidl. 

3{r. PII[NNEY. There have bern more mackerel here this 3"ear than last. 
There has been only one net for them. This was a special net~ smaller than 
the blue-fish net. There have been more schools in the bay this year 
than las t - - large mackerel, that  would be called large "threesY They 
were spawning when they went through. We never catch any small 
mackerel in nets. Cod-fish are around here in the spring and fall. They 
are gone now. They spawl, here in the fall. We find spawn in them 
in October and ~November--very fal l ;  never~ or very seldom, in the 
spring. 

Mr. IIOL)IES had fished for cod on the Banks~ and had found spawn 
in them in July there;  sometimes got a bueketfifl, m latitude 450. 
They do no t appea r  to have any spawn in June, and we catch only a 
iew tern'de fish that have spawn in them. The Bank cod are a differ- 
ent kind from the shore cod. 1go shore cod are found with spawn iu 
them except in the fall. I have seen a cod that  weighed one hundred 
pounds--more  than five feet long. 

Mr. BuI~GESS. We once caught~ on the Georges~ 1~100 fishin one day, 
and they made 110 quintals of dried fish. 

Mr. A~DI~EW thought  cod as t)lenty as they had been. The shore 
fish bring about twice as much as those from the Banks. Take them 
right through~ and they will not weigh four pounds each. V~e have a 
very large school here in the winter that, will not average more than a 
pound and a half apiece.. 

Pollock are very plenty here~ but the.), do not bring much. They come 
from the last of April to the first of June. The.)" have no spawn in 
them then. I do not know when they spawn. 

Haddock spawn from the last of October to December. 
Halibut  are not caught  much about here. 
Squids are plenty ; they are not used. 
Dog-fish are caught ;  many use them. The.), are not around here 

much at this time of the year. 
Mr. BuRa]~SS. The blue-fish were later than usual this year ; I think 

two weeks later. 
Mr. S~ow. VVe caught  the first blue-fish the 30th day of May. 

JULY 19. 
SAMUEL IL WINSLOW~ in 1870~ June  17, went up about Tuckernuck 

and caught  130 blue-fish ; on the 18th of June  eight net s were set there ; on 
the 22d he went there fishing agait b and got only one fish. The nets~ 
in his opinion, had driven them away~ (to the devil~ he said.) He thought  
the nets were driving the fish lilom the island. 

GEORGE WINSLOW. Ten or fifteen years ago we could catch as many 
soup as we wanted anywhere around ill our harbor. They were around 
the wharves ; they are a salt-water fish altogether. Now we can catch 
scarcely any ;  it would not l)ay to go after them. I t  was so with bass. 
Ten or fifteen years ago we could go out here and load a boat with bass 
in a short time~ weighing fifteen or twenty pounds. They commenced 
seining ; and now it is very rare to catch bass. Bass and scup are pret ty 
much used up;  and the blue-fish are going out at al)ot~t the same rate ;  
they are driving them away as fast as they can. I hax e caught  140 bar- 
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rc ls  in a season of  blue-fish a t  G r e a t  Poin t .  Then  t hey  commenced  net- 
t i n g  in  t he  b a y  wi th  se ine  a n d  wei r  and  eve ry  w a y  in which they  c a p t u r e  
fish wi th  nets .  The  second  y e a r  a f te r  t hey  commenced  th%, had  a ne t  a t  
G r e a t  Po in t ,  and  I could  no t  ge t  a n y t h i n g  to p a y  a t  all.  Mr. Snow was 
wi th  me then ,  and  he has  h a d  t o l e a v e  i t  -rod sell his  fish-house. I pre- 
sume a man  could  no t  g e t  ten  b ' t r re l s  of  blue-fish in a season now. The  
ne t s  a l t e r  t he  course  of  the  fish. I t h i n k  the  ne t s  use t h e m  np in a 
measu re ,  and  t h e y  d r i v e  t hem away.  The  blue-fish are  no t  as  p l e n t y  on 
the  r ips  a n y w h e r e  ou t s ide  ; t h e y  don ' t  beg in  to be. [ t h i n k  abou t  four- 
teen  y e a r s  ago  t h e y  were  the  mos t  p l e n t y  ; t hen  t h e y  commenced  net- 
t ing ,  a n d  t h e y  h a v e  fidlen off. I have  s tood on the  south  shore  and  
l oaded  a ca r t  in a shor t  t ime,  c a t c h i n g  t h e m  over  t he  s u r f ;  b u t  now 
you  could  no t  ca tch  ha l f  a dozen in t he  same  t ime.  

The  seup and  s t r iped -bass  a r e u s e d  up  ahnos t  en t i re ly .  They  went  a t  
t h e  seup on a l a r g e r  settle. F o u r  or five y e a r s  ago t hey  commenced  
se in ing  soup, to t a k e  t hem to t he  New Y o r k  nmrkc t .  Our  fish come fl 'om 
the  sou th  ; and  the  soup  and  o the r  f s h ,  as t he  t e m p e r a t u r e  of  the  wa te r  
becomes  r igh t ,  come in and  go eas tward .  They  seine t hem in ahnos t  a n y  
deptl~ up  to e igh t  or  ten fa thoms.  They  se ined  scup in the  ea r ly  spr ing ,  as  
t hey  wci'e pass ing .  I have  known  as  roans:as  six l m n d r c d  ba r r e l s  se ined  
a t  one haul ,  by  a m a n  n a m e d  Lamphear~ up nea r  T u c k e r n u e k  I s l and ,  ' rod 
he touk  t h e m  to New York .  T h e y  were  t a k e n  on the  musc le-beds ,  a t  
a n y  t ime  in t he  season tbr  them.  I t h i n k  the  soup spawn  with us~ 
because  in J u l y  you beg in  to  see smal l  s o u p - - w e  d id  y e a r s  ago,  b u t  
don ' t  now. Yea r s  ~tgo old g e n t l e m e n  used  to go a n d  s i t  on the  wharf ,  
a n d  in a s h o r t  t ime  ca tch  u ba ske t fu l  ; b u t  one m a y  si t  t he re  now ti 'om 
m o r n i n g  t i l t  n i g h t  a n d  not  ge t  one. The  blue- l ish arc  not  only  scarce  
b u t  small .  This  same  Mr. Snow has  f ished wi th  me with  a hook  tbr  
yea.rs~ and  he was d r a w n  away  because  lie could  not  ca tch  enough.  

Mos t  of  our  blue-fish a re  I )ass ing fish, "rod in a mouth  t h e y  will be  
down ca.st of  Cape  Ann .  Yea r  by  y e a r  t hey  go a w a y  e a s t w a r d  fu r the r  
a n d  furl.her. There  a re  no I)ounds on N a n t u c k e t ;  t h e y  do b e t t e r  wi th  
gi l l -nets ,  a n d  d e p e n d  en t i r e ly  on them.  

Blue-fish are  ve ry  d e s t r u c t i v e  to d rag-ne t s .  The  reason  fish are  so 
cheap  is p a r t l y  because  t h e y r u n  in a g r e a t  m a n y  from the  1)roviaees, 
a n d  blue-fish g e u c r a l l y  follow the  n laekere l  in price,  and  the re  a rc  s t i l l  
m a n y  l a s t  yea r ' s  macke re l  on hand.  W h e r e  we used  to ca tch  five or  
s ix h u n d r e d  ba r re l s  of  blue-f ish in a sea.son, off G r e a t  Po in t ,  we c :mnot  
now ca tch  a bar re l .  A s  8oou as  t he  h a r b o r  is s t r u n g  wi th  ne t s  the  
blue-f ish leave.  A l l  fish have  the i r  homes,  a n d  a c lass  of  fish will m a k e  
G r e a t  P~Hnt t{ip t h e i r  home it' no t  d r i ven  away.  The  fish s t r ike  our  
shores  to the  wes tward ,  t he  h e r r i n g  coming  first,  t hen  the  maekerel~ 
the  blue-fish,  and  soup, a n d  al l  coas t  a long  down ea s twa rd .  

Quest ion .  W h a t  r e m e d y  o u g h t  to be  app l i e d  to  m a k e  the  fish more  
1)lenty ~ 

Mr. WII~'SLOW. T a k e  the  seines  out  d i r e c t l y ;  I do no t  wan t  a ne t  in 
t h e  wa te r s  in any  shape  or  tbrm. I f  you  w a n t  to save  the  fish, you 
m u s t  t a k e  the  ne t s  out.  A n y  man  who has  observed ,  will  say  t h a t  t h e  
fish h a v e  d e p r e c i a t e d  ve ry  much  in t he  l a s t  f if teen years .  

The  principa.1 food of  ~ blue-fish g e n e r a l l y  is m e n h a d e n  a n d  squid .  
• T h e y  can ge t  m e n h a d e n  or m a c k e r e l  al l  t he  season th rough .  S o m e t i m e s  

t h e y  will l eave  our  shores  ibr  a few d a y s  aud  go off sou th  of  the  islaud~ 
a n d  when  t h e y  come back  t h e y  will  be full  of  mackere l .  I neve r  saw 
a n y  cod-fish in  them.  T h e y  will  ea t  fiat-fish from the  bo t tom.  The  
m e n h a d e n  a re  v e r y  scarce  now, and  I t h i n k  we sha l l  lose t hem,  too,  
ve ry  soon~ because  t h e y  a re  u s i n g  t hem up for oil. I n  th i s  m o n t h ,  a n d  
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from the 20th of June,  the ocean used to appear  to be l i tera l ly  covered 
with menhaden. Now there are not a quar ter  as many as there used 
to be. People th ink  they are p lenty  because, by using a l)urse-net one 
or two hundred fathoms long, they can purse several  hundred  barrels  
a t  a haul. Menhaden spawn in all the l i t t le  bays as they pass along 
the cottst. They go into some r ivers  sometimes. I th ink  lhey  spawn 
early in the season. I have seen schools of young menhaden in the fall, 
but. I do not recollect seeing any lately.  

I th ink the soup spawn in some still  places in our harbor .  5Vheu we 
first catch them the spawn is very fine, and about  the la t te r  pa r t  of 
Juno they begin to lose the spawn. Soup feed on clams and muscles. 

Mr. GEORGE P. DUNIIA3L I have s topped at  anchor over  n ight  in 
two ththoms water,  and in the morning have found scup-si)awn s t ick ing  
to tny rope. Herr ing si)awn in the grass. I never ibund a soup in a 
blue-fish nor an eel. Menhaden and squid are their  pr incipal  ibod. 

Mr. WIn'SLOW. Sea-clams were not here until  about  three years  ago. 
I first observed them by seeing the ducks over them. Four  years  ago, 
1)erhaps, there was a bed three miles long of l i t t le  ones, aboul: a quar ter  
of au inch long, and the ducks tbund them and fed on them. The sec- 
ond year~ also~ the ducks cqme, but  the clams were p re t ty  large  tbr 
them to swallow, and the third ye'~r they did not come. 

Mr. DI~?~IIA~[. I t  is not  the scup they catch tha t  makes  them so 
scarce;  it. is the spawn they  kill. I h ' tve caught  sI)awning SOUl)and 
h.~ve sold the s p a w n - - q u a r t s  "rod quarts.  Sen I) b i te  here when they  
first  come; blue-fish will not. 

Capt ' / in GARDNER. I I ave  been on the south shore of the is land 
e ight  yea r s ;  have never  caught  any scup there. I catch co(lfish, had- 
dock, pollock~ halibut ,  and plaice, which looks like a ha l ibu t  a good 
deal. The plaice-fish ~ueig'h sometimes twenty  pounds. They are as 
good a fish as the httlibut. Flat-f ish are much more scarce than  they  
used to be a few years  ago. 

I catch a good many dog-fsh.  They are on our shoals. I went off 
the  6th of' June  and caught  them on the 10lb. In  six weeks I have  
caught  about  th i r teen  hundred.  They grow there four feet long;  will aver- 
age three feet. I have caught  but  few blue-fish, and those when f ishing 
for cod-fish on the bottom. [ do not  th ink  the blue-fish stop there at  all. 
In  the fall of the year  I h a v e  no doubt  there are many mackerel  abou t  
there,  fi)r you see tbwl and fin-backs~ porpoises and gannets~ and 1 
th ink  they are after  mackerel. 

Mr. I)uNmts~. In the deep holes out here in the pond, I used to go 
with my boat  and throw a stone overboard to give the soup a s tar t ,  and 
then I would throw my dog over, and so I would follow, and drive them up 
to the  shore and clear out of the water. They would spring out on the 
bank, and I have caught  five hmldred  at  a t ime in t ha t  way. 

Mr. 3'IA~,V. Wi th in  ten years  i have seen boys go to the wharf  and  
get  seup, as many as they wanted,  but  for the last  five years  we get  
them only at  Long Hill .  

HYAN:NIS~ MASSACHUSETTS, o~lt~e 297 1871. 
Capta in  ALSIOgAN MALLET : 

I have been fishing off the coast  here tbr twenty  years. The number  
of fish has decreased very muel b and I th ink  the decrease is due to the 
pounds.  I t  is not  for the want  of proper  food, tbr there  are t~ grea t  
many shell-fish and muscles her% and the fish tha t  we catch are full of 
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them.  The re  is as  much  food for the  fishes here  now as  t he re  was  t w e n t y  
y e a r s  ago. W e  neve r  used  to ca t ch  the  sea-c lams as  much as  we do now;  
t h e y  a re  t a k e n  with  r a k e s  tbr  the  l a a r k e t ;  t hey  a re  t a k e n  in  w a t e r  f rom 
six  to  twe lve  feet  deep.  

Blue . f i sh  a re  much  more scarce  hero t h a n  t h e y  h a v e  been.  I do no t  
know where  t h e y  spawn.  

Scup  a re  not  a t bu r th  as  p l e n t y  as  l a s t  year .  I t h i n k  t h e y  s p a w n  
somewhere  in t he  V i n e y a r d  S o u n d ;  they  used  to  spawn in th i s  b~ly; 
t w e n t y  y e a r s  ago you  could  see schools  of  t he  y o u n g  in t he  fall~ al l  

a b o u t  in t he  b a y ;  t h e y  have  no t  been  seen so fi)r four  or  five years .  
W e  beg in  to ca tch  scup usua l ly  qbou t  t h e  10th o f  May.  They  could  
no t  be c a u g h t  wi th  t r a p s  any  ea r l i e r  t h a n  t h e y  are  c a u g h t  wi th  hooks.  
W h e n  we ca tch  t hem they  are  full  of  spawn.  I c a u g h t  two th i s  s p r i n g  
t h a t  we ighed  7½ p o u n d s  ; I never  c a u g h t  a n y  la rger .  

The  m a t t e r  of  f i shing is one of  g r e a t  i m p o r t a n c e  to t he  peop le  he re  ; 
m a n y  ge t  the i r  l i v ing  by  it. I n  these  places ,  B a r n s t a b l e  and  Os te rv i l l% 
t h e r e  a re  one h u n d r e d  b o a t s  e m p l o y e d  in t he  bus ines s  of  f ishing,  which  
would  r e p r e s e n t  more  t han  a h u n d r e d  famil ies .  I f  the  f ishing is b r o k e n  
up,  the  people  will have  to go to sea  or to  work  on the  land .  Mos t  of  
t hem are  old  men~ and~ l ike  myself ,  have  no t rade .  I do not  know w h a t  
else I couht  do. The  b i g g e s t  p a r t  of  t he  men  who have  been in the  
f i sh ing  bus iness  have  no t r ade ,  and  m u s t  fish or go to sea.  I t  would  
afibct  the  sail  and  b o a t  m a k i n g  lmsiness ,  too, i f  t he  f ishing were to fa i l ;  
t h e y  c a n n o t  ge t  halt '  pr ice  for t he i r  boats .  

The  bus iness  is th l l ing  off, y e a r  a f te r  year~ worse  aud  worse,  for six or  
e i g h t  years .  I have  been  off he re  and  in t he  course  of  a s ingle  fore- 
noon c a u g h t  800 scup t h a t  would  weigh  five or s ix h u n d r e d  pom~ds;  b u t  
now I have  not  c a u g h t  fifty p o u n d s  ill t h i s  whole  spr ing ,  a n d  I h a v e  
been  ou t  eve ry  d a y  since t he  1st  of  May.  I h a v e  no t  a v e r a g e d  a p o u n d  
of  soup a day ,  f i shing r i g h t  on the  same  g round  wlmre I used to t ake  so 
many .  Smacks  t h a t  used  to come in and  ge t  five or  s ix h u n d r e d  p o u n d s  
in a dqy,  do no t  come a t  al l  now. I lay  i t  to the  pounds .  

The  d iminu t i on  b e g a n  a b o u t  t en  y e a r s  ago,  and  the re  has  been  a 
ih l l iug  off eve ry  yea r ;  so t h a t  I have  not  go t  more  t h a n  a q u a r t e r  as  
many th is  y e a r  as  l a s t ;  aml  i t  is t he  same wi th  o thers .  

The re  are  no p o u n d s  r i g h t  a b o u t  here.  The  fish come here  a t b r t n i g h t  
ea r l i e r  t han  a t  N a n t u c k e t .  Soup and  bass  follow the  shore.  T h e y  used  
to  ca t ch  soup nea r  S a u g h k o n e t  so p l e n t y  t h a t  t hey  sohl  t hem for nine-  
pence  a ba r re l .  They  a re  never  c a u g h t  eas t  of S a n d y  Po in t .  

~Ve a lways  r e g a r d e d  th is  as  the  g r e a t  b r e e d i n g - g r o u n d  tbr  SOUl) ; t h e y  
a l w a y s  h a d  s p a w n  in t h e m  when t h e y  came,  bu t  ill O c tobe r  t h e y  h a d  
no s p a w n  i~ them.  

They  used  to come from New London ,  and  e igh t een  b o a t s  wouhl  l oad  
a s m a c k  ia  a day .  

W e  go t  two cen ts  a p o u n d  for soup th is  year ,  and  two now for blue-  
fish. L a s t  y e a r  we g o t  two to t h e  1st  of  J u l y ,  and  t hen  three .  I ce  
was  gene ra l l y  scarce  l a s t  year ,  an(l~ as  we had  ice, we go t  b e t t e r  p r i ces  
t han  some others .  

AYhen t h e y  were as  p l e n t y  as  a t  one t ime  we could  no t  g ive  t h e m  
away.  

I f  t h e  pounds  s top  the  fish from coming  a long  we sha l l  no t  h a v e  a n y  
to ca tch .  

T h e r e  is  no need  of  pounds  to got  b a i t  for m a c k e r e l  and  cod-fisher-  
men,  because  we can ge t  al l  the  ba i t  t h a t  is  w a n t e d  wi th  purse -ne t s ,  t h e  
same  us has  been done  before.  

M e n h a d e n  a re  scarce  here  now. They  spawn  he re  in these  wa te r s .  
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I have seen p lenty  of l i t t le  ones here in September  and October.  W e  
do not get  any mackerel  here with the hook. 

W e  used to get  a grea t  many str iped bass in the  bay  here in the  month  
of May. They do not s tay here in the winter~ and are only caught  in 
May and June,  and then ag-tin in September.  

I t  is not t rue tha t  the more pounds there are the more fish ; the more 
pounds the less fish. There is not a boat  fisherman in Hyann i s  but  
knows tha t  p(mnds are the cause of the fish being so scarce here. I 
th ink they catch our scup about  Saughkonet~ in Rhode Is land.  They  
get  them sooner at  Saughkonet  than a t  Vineyard  Sound~ and about  a 
week earl ier  a t  Waq~mit than here. 

This year  the scup came here first, on the 22d day of Apri l ,  which 
was about  two weeks earl ier  t l tan usual. 

We  send most of the fish caught  here away to market .  The blue-fish 
are sent  to New York. Many people around here have not lind a s c u p  
this  year.  

A few Spanish mackerel  are caught  here in the fall in nets ; they are 
never  caught  with the hook. None were caught  unti l  within five or six 
years .  

There are no skip-jacks here. I have not  seen any s t ingarees  here 

~YANNIS~ ~IASSACHUSETTS~ June 29~ 1871. 
~ L t ~ X A N D E R  C R O W E L L  : 

The fishing business has gone down so tha t  i t  is not more than one- 
fourth of what i t  was ibur years  ago. The pounds take  the whole 
schools. They are ki l l ing all the spawn and will thus kill the breed. I 
am quite sure it is the pounds ; i t  is plain enough. The fish all come 
here from the west through Vineyard  Sound. Six or seven years  ago~ 
the New London smacks would (:ome here and eighteen men would load 
a vessel every day~ car ry ing  about  five thousand  p o u n d s ~ a b o u t  one 
thousand five hundred fish. They ll ' tve now given up the business~ they 
get  so few. 

The scup used to s tay  t i l l  the last  of Ju ly  and then go away, and come 
again in Sep tember ;  bu t  the big  ones did not come again ti l l  the next  
springe 

The blue-fish came here about  thir ty-f ive 5:ears ago. W e  catch sea- 
bass here~ but  very few compared with what  we used to do. The pogies 
have gone also. W e  get  very few Spanish  mackerel.  The menhaden 
are also more scarce. The blue-fish teed on menhaden.  

The seup spawned in the Sound here. 

HYANNIS 7 1VIASSACHUSETTS~ June 29, 1871. 
JOSEPH G. LORING: 
The number  of fish has decreased here very much within the last  ten 

years~ since I first began to deal  in them. The fish taken here nre princi- 
pal ly  caught  with the hook ; never  taken  in pounds. We think tha t  the 
pounds keep the fish from the shores ; we do not get  fish in-shore as we 
used to. P r e t t y  soon 'Mter the pounds were first pu t  down we began to 
notice a decrease in the fish, and whether  the pounds break up the 
schools or what the trouble is~ we do not know~ but  we know the fish 
are much more scarce than they used to be. 

S. Mis. 61 l 
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Scup we used to gut in the Bay, geueral ly full of spawn in the spring,  
and in old t imes we could get then, till October ; but  now it  would he 
about  impossible for a man to get  half  a dozen~ where ten years  ago he 
could get. two or three hundred.  They have become less and less evc~" 
year.  This year~ as compared with last,  I do not  th ink  there is more 
than  half  a crop. Fo r  the last  six years  they have grown less and less. 

W e  th ink  the pounds cause the trouble. W e  think these gromu]s are 
the 1)lace tbr the fish to spawn. This seems to be the home of the seup, 
on this sound here. They are never caught  in Barns table  ktarbor  ; but  
the pounds off t ha t  harbor  get  bass and blue-fish. The general  impres- 
sion about  here is t ha t  the pounds injnre the fishing ; and if the ques- 
tion of having  pounds or not was put  to vote in this county, seven- 
e ighths  of the people would vote agains t  them. 

Shad used to be taken  in the pounds, but  for some years  I have  not 
seen a box of sllad on the shore. 

There are not more than one-third as many persons employed in con- 
nection with the fisheries on the shore as there were five years  ago. 
Those who have lost  their  business of fishing have gone away. There 
are three places in the vi l lage of Hyannis  where the fishermen bring 
in thei r  fish to be sent  to :New York to marke t  ; and they now 1)ring in 
a t  each place about  a ton a day. A t  each place about  sixteen boats  are 
employed. W e  give two cents a pound this year,  but  va ry  some accord- 
tug to the market .  W e  used to give three and tour cents a pound. 

HYANNIS~ September 18, 1871. 
CHARLES n .  V~rALLEY : 

I have ahvays l ived here, and have followed fishing the las t  three 
years,  with a boat. Blue.fish have not been caught  more than half  as 
p lenty  this  year  as last.  

The highest  price paid by dealers here for blue-fish was two cents a 
pound, unless ibr a few days  they  may have paid  three cents. 

Very few blue-fish are caught  now ; only one or two ill a day. 
Of bottom-fish (seup, tautog,  .~nd bass) they get  from twenty-f ive to 

seventy-five pounds a day~ in good weather. 
Very few rock-bass are caught  here. 
Scup have not been near  as p lenty  this  year  as last.  Juue  is the best  

t ime for seup~ bu t  this  season there were very few. 

TY2ffOTttY CROCKER~ (a dealer  in fish : ) 
]~lue-fish have not fallen off in number  a s  much as other fish. I th ink 

the pounds have had a tendency to make fish scarce;  also t raps  and 
seines. I do not th ink blue-fish will t rouble seup or rock-bass very  
much. We used to find menhaden and squid in the blue-fish in the 
spring. 

Scup and sea-bass have fallen off very  much within the las t  five 
years. I have not seen any more show of l i t t le  seup this  year  than 
last.  

Fou r  years  ago Mr. Lor ing and I loaded a vessel with sea-bass in 
one day~ and had fifty barrels  apiece to head-up and send to New ¥ork~ 
besides. They were all taken with the hook. 

I have had about  twelve regular  boats fishing ibr me this  summer. I 
th ink  they averaged about  one hundred pounds a day dur ing  the season. 
One day  I had 9~600 pounds  brought  in. I had  more fish in 1869 on 
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account  of be ing  in  company  with ano the r  m a n  who was do ing  some- 
t h i n g  i n t h e  business .  My average  th is  year  was abou t  fifteen l)oats. 
One  or two of t hem had  two men  in  them. 

Account of Mr. Timothy Crocker~s business for the following years : 

Boxes. Barrels. 
F o r  1867 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  180 41 O 
F o r  1868 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  174 382 
:For 1869 . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  260 394 
:For 1870 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  170 215 
:For 1871 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  190 172 

Tota l  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  974 1, 573 

Each  box con ta ined  3O0'pounds~ and  each barre l  150 pounds .  

974 boxes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  292, 200 pounds.  
1~573 ba r r e l s . . ,  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  235~ 950 pounds .  

Tota l  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5387 ] 50 pounds .  

Suppos ing  each fish weighs  5 pounds  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5)538~ 150 pounds .  

107~ 630 fish. 

J. G. L O l ¢ I I ~  (a dea ler  in  fish : ) 
I had  as m a n y  us s ix teen or e igh teen  men  employed th is  yea r ;  on an  

ave rage  abou t  four teen m e n ;  and  the  same ibr  th.e las t  tbu r  or five 
years.  

Seup and  bass  have  been  fa l l ing  off every  yea r  for m a n y  years.  Seup 
were neve r  k n o w n  on the  east  side of Cape Cod. W i t h  twenty- f ive  
boats  we loaded a vessel  one S a t u r d a y  with big  sea-bass. W e  got  one 
and  th ree -quar te r  cents  a pound  for them. The  nex~ yea r  we got  
d ispa tches  no t  to ship sea-bass and  soup;  they  would no t  pay  the  
freight .  

Seup are no t  c a u g h t  on the south  side of the  Vineyard .  This  is the i r  
n a t u r a l  c ru is ing-ground.  I do not  t h ink  the scup go back in schools in 
the  fall~ bu~ go. lus t  as i t  happens .  

Span i sh  mackere l  are rat, her  fa l l ing off here  this  year .  Three  years  
ago they  were mos t  p lenty .  The  first [ ever  saw was five years  ago ; 
b u t  they  were much  more p l e n t y  the  n e x t  year.  

Sque teague  are inc reas ing  here. They  ure c a u g h t  where blue-~sh are  
caught~ drailing~ and  while f ishing for blue-fish. 

Account of J. G. Loringrs shipments of fish for the)~bUowing years : 

Barrels. 
F o r  1866 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  552 
F o r  1867 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  612 
F o r  1869 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  694 
F o r  1870 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  799 
F o r  1871 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  567 

To ta l  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3, 224 
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In  1~66 twe lve  men were  e m p l o y e d  in f ishing,  and  ill s u b s e q u e n t  
ye:~rs "m a v e r a g e  of  fifteen men.  The  b a r r e l s  con ta ined  150 p o u n d s  of  
l ish each.  

[Reduc ing  the  above  to pounds ,  the re  a re  found  to be  483,600 ; a n d  on 
l he suppos i t ion  t h a t  each fish we ighs  5 pounds ,  t h e r e  a re  96~720 fish.] 

C a p t a i n  HETS;EL ]~A.NDY : 

You may  cal l  on a n y b o d y  on Cape  Cod, and  you  wil l  f ind he  was  
b r o u g h t  up to go to sea. T h e r e  was n o t h i n g  else ibr  us. S t e a m  h a s  
now t a k e n  the  lead  ; and  we mus~ e i the r  t a k e  our  fami l ies  and  go away~ 
or  else s o m e t h i n g  mus t  be  done  to enab le  us to l ive  here.  W i t h  a wei r  
two or  t h r e e  men can ca t ch  more  fish t h a n  al l  the  o the r  f ishers  on the  
coast .  They  sh ip  off a h u n d r e d  tons  a d a y  to  New York ,  and  t h e y  m u s t  
be  used  up or spoi l ;  whe reas  it' t h e y  were  c a u g h t  wi th  a hook and  t a k e n  
ca re  of  t lmy would  be good, h e a l t h y  ibod  for men to eat .  

l don ' t  know of any  o the r  way  t h a n  to s top  the  p o u n d s  whol ly .  The  
pound-men  will no~ be sa t i s f ied  wi th  t a k i n g  up  the i r  ne t s  two d a y s  in 
week.  The  dec rease  of  fish th i s  y e a r  is  50 pe r  cent.  F i s h e r m e n  who 
h a v e  been  in my employ  two y e a r s  say  t h e y  used  to fetch in five hun- 
d r e d  pounds  of fish in a day  and  ge t  a cen t  a p o u n d  for them.  Now 
they  go ou t  a n d  t r y  fl'om 2 ()'clock in t he  morn ing ,  and  come in a t  n i g h t  
wi th  one or  two fish ; a n d  some come wi th  no fish a t  all.  T w e n t y  b o a t s  
wil l  not  b r i n g  in more  t h a u  two bar re ls .  I t  seems to me the  men  h a v e  
not  m a d e  seventy- f ive  cen t s  ~ d a y ;  and  t hey  ge t  up a t  I or  2 o 'c lock in the  
m o r n i n g  aml  a re  off a t  the  " B i s h o p ' s , "  or  some o t h e r  f i sh ing-ground  out- 
s ide,  when d a y  b reaks .  

~Ve have  p a i d  two cen t s  a p o u n d  for blue-f ish,  a n d  have  los t  a quar-  
t e r  of  a cen t  a pound.  

I sh ip  to B a k e r  & Co., J .  W .  Mi l l e r  & Co., and  Croc ke r  & Ha ley .  I 
sell  some,  too. They  don ' t  lose a n y t h i n g .  I sen t  two  boxes  of  blue-fish 
a t  the  same  t i m e ;  for one I go t  $12, and  for t he  o the r  a dollar~ or less. 

[ have  hea rd  men so lemnly  swear  t h e y  would d e s t r o y  the  pounds  a n d  
e v e r y t h i n g  connec ted  with  t h e m  t h a t  t h e y  could  lay  the i r  b a n d s  on be tbre  
t hey  would  s u b m i t  to  have  the  m a i n t e n a n c e  of  t he i r  fami l ies  t hus  t a k e n  
a w a y .  

I t h i n k  G o v e r n m e n t  does  not  do wha t  i t  shou ld  to  p ro t ec t  t he  fisher- 
men in the i r  t r i a l s  to ge t  a l iv ing .  

i have  h a n d e d  a mau  a q u a r t e r  of  a dol la r ,  and  even less,  ibr  his  day ' s  
work  in f i shing;  and  t h e y  would s a y  the i r  a rms  fe l t  as  t h o u g h  t hey  would 
d rop  off. i t  is  a h a r d  case  anyway .  W h a t  a re  t h e y  go ing  to do n e x t  
w i n t e r ?  I f  t hey  -~re well  t hey  may  keep  ou t  of  the  poor-house .  

T h e r e  aa'e a good  m a n y  mackere l - f i she rmen  who go f rom here.  
The re  are  two weirs  in  H a r w i e k ;  ibur  th i s  s ide  of  Monomoy.  
Blue-f ish l ike  squid  v e r y  much  ; t hey  d r ive  eels  c lea r  up  the  creeks .  

The  f i rs t  blue-fish c a u g h t  a re  c a u g h t  a t  t he  bo t tom,  while  f i shing for  
soup. I never  saw any  seup in blue-fish. I have  found  a whole  men- 
h a d e u  in the  s tomach  of  a blue-fish. 

Gi l l -ne t s  neve r  o u g h t  to be set  iu these  waters .  The  fish d ie  in t h e m  
a n d  droD ~roun(t~ and  t h a t  f r i gh t ens  a w a y  al l  t h a t  k ind  of  fish. Two or  
t h r e e  men a b o u t  here  have  h a d  wei rs  tbr  t h i r t y  y e a r s ;  and  t h e y  say  
t h a t  i f  t h e y  cu t  up  a s h a r k  a n d  s t rew the  p ieces  a r o u n d  t hey  are  not  
t r o u b l e d  with  s h a r k s  any  more. 

I f  t he  work  is g iven  up to  the  l)ound-meu~ I do no t  know w h a t  wil l  
become  of  the  f ishermen.  It, seems as  i f  t hey  canno t  ex i s t  t o g e t h e r ~  
the  r ich or  ~he poor  man m u s t  have  it. 

I t h i n k  100,000 blue-fish have  been t a k e n  a b o u t  t t y a n n i s  th i s  year .  
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I h a v e  no t  seen a l a rge  scup in two  years .  I s h i p p e d  some of  t h e  
h a n d s o m e s t  blue-fish I eve r  saw to New York. I gave  a man  $20 for  a 
t h o u s a n d  pounds~ and  I sen t  t hem in boxes ,  tbr  which I go t  $6 33 a box,  
c o n t a i u i u g  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  p o u n d s !  

The  blue-fish a r e  no t  so p l e n t y  as  t h e y  were  l a s t  year .  
I have  h a d  a s ingle  man  ca t ch  618 p o u n d s  in a day ,  for which  I p a i d  

$12 36. 
I have  been  to ld  b y  men t h a t  saw i t  t h a t  t h i s  y e a r  t h e r e  were  t w e n t y  

c a r t s  l oaded  wi th  fish a t  S a u g h k o n e t  to be  ca r r i ed  off for  manure ,  The  
fish h a d  gone  t h e r e  to ~'oawn~ a n d  a f t e r  spawn ing ,  i f  no t  caugh t ,  t h e y  
would  go e a s t w a r d .  A l l  t he  fish c a u g h t  t h e r e  a re  those  t h a t  go t h e r e  
to  spawn.  Tlmy canno t  be c a u g h t  t h e r e  a f te r  t hey  h a v e  spawned .  

I p a i d  to E l e a z e r  B a k e r  for  s ix  d a y g  f ishing l a s t  y e a r  $59. t i e  c a u g h t  
scup,  tautog~ and  a few bass.  I don ' t  t h i n k  he  has  m a d e  ha l f  t h e  m o n e y  
th is  y e a r  t h a t  he d i d  las t .  

Se ines  sca re  blue-fish a l l  away .  

HENI~Y LU)~nn~T, (Cent rev i l le ,  nea r  H y a n n i s  :) 
I was once i n t e r e s t e d  in a t r a p ,  b u t  use a ne t  a l t o g e t h e r  now. W e  

used  to ca tch  m e n h a d e n  mos t ly .  I h a v e  sh ippe d  th i s  y e a r  a b o u t  110 
boxes  and  120 b a r r e l s  f rom ibu r  boats .  T h e y  were  pl, e t t y  much all  blue- 
fish. 

I have  no t  s en t  t en  ba r r e l s  of  seup. W e  go t  a b o u t  fif ty S p a n i s h  mack-  
ere l  in all.  W e  c ' m g h t  one the  23d of  J u l y  th i s  year ,  aml  hts t  y e a r  t he  
15th of  Ju ly .  W e  took  the  l a s t  we c a u g h t  a b o u t  the  l a s t  of  A u g u s t .  
~fos~ of  t he  S p a n i s h  m a c k e r e l  were sen t  to the  P a r k e r  House~ Bos ton .  
W e  go t  f rom t w e n t y  cen ts  to a do l l a r  a pound.  

No fish a re  as  p l e n t y  as  t hey  were  a few y e a r s  ago.  I suppose  the  
t r a p s  and  pounds ,  a n d  t h e i r  b e i n g  c a u g h t  up~ m a k e s  them scarce.  E l e v e u  
y e a r s  ago  we could  c,~tch a n y  q a a n t i t y  ; b u t  we were not  much b e t t e r  
off t han  now, for we could  no t  sell them.  W e  go t  from $15 to $20 a box 
of  300 p o u n d s  ; t h i s  y e a r  t h e y  wil l  no t  a v e r a g e  over  $6 a box.  Bhle-f ish 
are  so d e s t r u c t i v e  I have  to ld  t h e  f i shermen  t h a t  G o v e r n m e n t  o u g h t  to 
p a y  a b o u n t y  of  a cen t  a h e a d  ibr  e v e r y  blue-fish.  W e  d r i v e  blue-f ish 
p r e t t y  h a r d  here.  

S p a n i s h  m a c k e r e l  were  f irst  c a u g h t  here  five y e a r s  ago.  I c a u g h t  t h e  
first,  a n d  sold  w h a t  I c a u g h t  in two ne t s  for f if ty cen ts  a. pound .  

I t h i n k  the  schools  of  fish are  b r o k e n  up a t  S a u g h k o n e t .  W e  h a v e  
c a u g h t  less  fish th i s  y e a r  t h a n  ever .  

W e  used  to sell  to smacks  e leven  y e a r s  ago,  and  go t  a cen t  a p o u n d  ; 
we n e v e r  s h i p p e d  a n y  then .  B u t  we sa l t ed  fish then .  [ s a l t ed  fish for 
s eve ra l  years .  Blue-f ish are  no t  s a l t ed  much  now here .  

The  p r i ces  were  be t t e r  t h i s  y e a r  than  t hey  were two y e a r s  ago,  b u t  
no t  so good as  l as t  y e a r ;  t h a t  was because  ice was scarce  l a s t  year .  
The re  a re  too m a n y  fish c~mght a n d  sen t  to New York .  

WOOD'S HOLE, MASS±CHUSETTS, July 6, 1571. 
C a p t M n  EDWARDS : 

SCUP.  ~ 

I h a v e  l ived  in th i s  p lace  th i r ty - f ive  yea rs ,  and  have  fo l lowed ' f i sh ing  
more  or  less  s ince  I was  a boy.  

Tile numbers are those corresponding to the queries on page 3 of the prese'a~ 
report. 
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2. Not found here except fl'om May till October, varying a little as 
to the time of coming and going, according to the season. 

3. They used to be more plenty in June than any other time, and that  
is about the time when scup iirst take the hook. 

4. No more abundant. 
5. Diminished, so that  there is scarcely one scup where there were a 

hundred ten years ago. 
6. Have been caught  beyond the increase, in nets. 
8. Three pounds;  the average, including spring and summer fish, 

about three-iburths of a pound. The large seup come first~ and the little 
ones follow them. 

10. The female is the largest;  but  probably there is no difference 
excep~ on account of tile sp,~wn. 

11. They come fl'om the southwest, following the shore from Watch  
]:]ill or Point  Judith,  into Buzzard's Bay, generally swimming two or 
three fathoms under water. 

14. A tbw scattering fish are caught  about the 10th of" May ; this year 
a few were caught  in April, the season being earlier than usual. 

15. They leave in October, and by degrees; once in ~ while one is 
caught  as late as the first of :November 

16. They come regularl:v, with a decrease in numbers from year to 
year. 

17. The larger fish come first generally. 
18. Both together ;  they spawn within five to eight weeks after they 

first appear. 
19. ~Neither will take the hook;  they appear blind at first. 
21. Swim low; never seen 1)y the ripple on the water. 
22. They come in-shore on the flood-tide, and off with the ebb. In  

former times I have waded in and driven hnndreds ashore and killed 
them with nothing but a stick• 

23. I have never known it to happen. 
25. No. 
29. The different sizes come together. 
30. Gravelly bottom ; ratller in currents. 
31. Found at all depths, to ten fathoms. 
33. ~No; not after spawning. 
34. :N-o. 
35. They teed on shellfish. 
36. Not at al], except that  the spawn may be eaten. 
37. Crabs, and other small shell-fish. 
38. No. 
39. Not a great amount ;  not voracious. 
40. ~'ot in breeding-time ; but usually in the latter part  of the season 

there is a difference in color in both sexes, according to the color of the 
feeding-ground. On light, sandy bottom they are invariably light- 
colored; and on rocky bottom, dark• 

41. None. 
42. By catching the fish while going to their spawning-ground. 
46. They always spawn in grass, and prefer some current caused 

by the natural ebb and flow of the tide• 
50. Near the bottom. 
51. Yellowish. 
63. The parent  fish does not devour them ; but eels aud other fish eat 

the spawn. 
64. Very few now seen anywhere. 
68. No. 
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70. No. 
71. Wi th  the hook;  mostly by nets and pounds. Clam and squid are 

the best bait for the hook. 
73. Taken in nets most in the month of June ; with the hook through 

the summer. 
74. A man may now catch ~four, or he may catch a dozen in a day ; 

but  at 'my rate, so few that  no estimate can be made. 
76. They are caught  two or three weeks earlier in nets than with the 

hook. 
77. The flood-tide is best for fishing. 
78. Sent to New York and Philadelphia. 
79. Good ; best when newly caught. 
81. Very extensively. 
82. Probhl)ly none are now salted~ since so scarce. 
83. Not used for manure now. I t  was formerly;  but  is now too 

s ca r ce .  

BLUE-FISH. 

They come about the I st of June and remain till the middle of Octo- 
ber ;  most abuudant  in June. 

4. There are more pounds of blue-fish caught now than of any other 
kind. 

5. Diminished. 
6. I think they have extended their cruising-ground to the east~ as 

they do not find the bait that  they used to. 
7. Diminished more than half; probably three-fourths, so tha t  there is 

not more than one-fourth as many. 
8. Sixteen pounds;  the average of tile first run, which is the largest, 

seven pounds;  the later runs will not average over two and a half 
pounds. 

10. I think not. 
11. They seem to come more directly from the seu~ and from the east- 

ward. They are caught  at  Watch  Hill betbre they are found here. 
Thousands of them go outside of Nantucket,  following the mackerel and 
menhaden. 

12. No particular route. 
14. They follow along one after another, the largest coming first, 

generally ibllowing near the shore, and come in from all directions. Most 
plenty about the middle of June. 

15. At  different times, never breaking up the schools. 
16. Rather  regular ;  but  constantly decreasing in numbers. 
17. The largest come first and leave last. 
18. They h.~ve no spawn when here. 
19. They always will take the hook if they have the right kind of ba i t - -  

any kind of f ish--a good piece of fresh herring or menhaden is good 
enough tbr them. 

21. Swim both high and low; they show themselves at the surface, 
and a~tac '  birds. 

23. No. 
24. No. 
30. In currents;  generally on sandy bottom where the water is not 

deep~ on what are called "r ips."  
31. From two to five fathoms. 
32. Not very w~rm. 
33. They kecp together in this vicinity. 
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34. The horse-mackerel * and the porpoise ;  i |othing else troubles 
them. 

35. Voraciously on most  kinds of small fish, squid, herring, menha- 
den, smelt, &c. 

36. Very  slightly. 
68. ~o.  
70. 2~o. 
71. In ~ets, pounds, and with hooks;  the best  bait  being menhaden,  

herring', or squid. 
72. Pounds  and gill-nets. 
73. Taken in nets from the 1st of June  till the middle of October, and 

during the same t ime with the hook. 
7'4. Not  a regular  business here. 
76. No. 
77. Most on the flood-tide. 
78. Sent to New Haven,  New York, and Boston, and used here more 

or less. 
79. Good when fl'esh; and when salted equal to No. 1 mackerel.  
80. Only ~ short  time. 
82. Salted to a considerable extent.  
83. :No. 

TAUTOG. 

2. From first of May to the middle of November.  Most .~bundant in 
May and October. In the summer  season they are in the grass, and 
do not bite well. 

4. l~ather more abundant  than other fish. 
5. Decreased some ; not so much as other fish. They are not exposed 

so much to nets, as they do not  make any long journeys.  
7. :Nearly one-fourth. 
8. One remarkably  large, twenty-two pounds;  generally the largest,  

twelve pounds;  and the average,  not over  two pounds. 
9. I once tried an exper iment  with one tha t  weighed half  a pound, 

pu t t ing  him into a lobster-car, where he had plenty of room and plenty 
of food, there being three hundred pounds of l iving lobsters with him. 
He  was kept  in the car from the 1st of May to the end of October, six 
months,  when he had destroyed all the lobsters, and weighed three- 
quarters  of a pound!  Thirty-two years  ago I put  some thousands of 
small tautog in the pond, some of which staid there five years, b,lt 
none were caught  weighing over two and a half  pounds, and they had 
one year ' s  growth, a t  least, when put  in the pond. 

10. They do; the female is shorter  and thicker  than  the male, and 
generally the largest.  

11. They come directly in from the sea. 
13. They go out to the mouth of the sound, far enough t6 prevent  

being chilled and frozen to death, in water  fl'om fourteen to twenty  
fa thoms in depth. 

14. They do not come or go in schools, and are first seen among the 
rocks. The first fish are the largest.  

16. They appear  regularly, never  tailing unless killed by the frost. 
18. They spawn in June. 
19. They will not bite when they first come in. 
20. Within  ten days they will take the hook. 
21. They swim low, on the bottom nearly. 

This is the Tunny~ (Orcynus secundidorsalis.) 
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22. 
23. 
29. 
30. 

rocks 
33. 
37. 
41. 
42. 
46. 
50. 
63. 
64. 

They work in-shore ou the flood, coming among rocks after c~bs .  
Yes. 
They are found all together. 
They prefer a eurreut, from one to four fathoms in depth, among 
: found sometimes much deeper. 
'They do not travel in scl]ools. 
Shell-fish entirely, muscles, crabs, lobsters, &e. 
They usually go among the grass for spawning. 
No. 
In June, in bays and harbors, among grass. 
Near the bottom. 
Eels probably destroy the spawn as much as anything. 
Usually in the gTaSS, near where they are Sl):~wned. 

68. Very cold winters kill them sometimes, so that  they arc found on 
the shore outside fl-ozen, on Noman's Land and Gay Head. This has 
happened twice in ten years. Thousands have been destroyed in this 
way. They will freeze under w'~ter, the inside being a bunch of ice. 

71. Caught  with nets in the spring, and then with the hook. The 
hermit crab is preferred by them ; crabs and lobsters are next best. 

76. They are taken iu nets from the 1st of May through the smnmer ; 
with hooks from the middle of May. They are most plentiful in May. 

74. Fif ty pounds a day, with the hook. 
77. Caught  more on the flood-tide. 
78. New York is the principal market. 
79. Good, fresh ; not usually salted. Retains its excellence as a fresh 

fish as long as any fish~ after being caught. 
81. All that  can be caught. 
84. Highest  price by the quanti ty in New York, this year, twelve 

cents a pound. That  is as much as they ever brough~ and was for a lot 
taken early. : '  

SQUETEAGUE. 

Come about the middle of June~ and remain till about October. Gen- 
erally caught  in July.  

5. There have been more for the last four years than before, but  not 
so many this year as last. They are not very abundant.  Have  in- 
creased within the last ten years. 

7. There were none ten )'ears ago. 
8. Six pounds ; average three pounds. 
11. They come from the sea, and straggle along the coast looking after 

food. They are not considered a running fish. I am confident they do 
not spawn here. 

14. They make their first appearance in June. There is no difference 
in the size of those that  come first from that  of those that  come last. 

15. They leave by degrees, in small bodies. 
16. Not regular. 
17. The same. 
18. No spawn seen in them. 
19. They are an uncertain fish about biting, anyway. They are caught  

in nets and traps before any are caught  with the hook. 
20. Have  not known any to be caught with hook within three weeks 

of their arriving. 
21. Swim auywhere, at bottom or top, just  where the bait is. They 

at t ract  birds, the same as the blue-fish when they come under a school 
of small fish. 

22. They will venture into shallow water on the flood-tide. 
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23. No. 
30. On the sand and about rocks, both ; generally where there is some 

current, and where the small fish gather. 
31. From one ihthom to six. Often found in the grass where the 

water is low. 
34. None that  I know of. 
36. None. 
37. Small squid ~nd all kinds of small fish. 
71. Wi~h hooks, drag-nets, and pounds. For  bait white shiners are 

used ; sometimes a piece of menhaden. 
76. Taken in nets first. 
79. 
81. 
83. 
84. 

ago. 
86. 

Moderately good. 
Quite extensively. 
:No. 
Average price is low ; one and one-half cents a pound here a week 

:New York. 
~IENHA])EN. 

Come in ) Iay,  and remain till the middle of October ; generally most 
early in the season. 

5. Decreased very much;  very few now, comparatively. 
6. They are caught  in nets. 
7. Scarcely one now to ten thousand formerly. 
8. Less than a pound. 
11. Come fl'om the west; pass by now. They formerly remained in 

the harbor all summer. 
12. They go off to sea by way of the mouth of the sound and bay. 
15. They leave in small bodies ; they run together all the time. 
16. l~egular decre:~se for ten years; no hmrease at any portion of that  

time. 
17. :No difference. 
18. Not one in twenty has any spawn. I do not think they spawn at 

any particular season; the first caught  is as likely to have spawn as 
any. Those that  stay in the summer run up where the water is brack- 
ish and remain;  and in :New Bedford River there are thousands o}" 
young ones in the fall ; the same is true at bIattapoisett, Wareham, and 
Monument River. 

21. Generally swim high;  make a ripple, but  do not at t ract  birds. 
29. Half-grown ones are found with the old ones. I do not think 

they come here when only one year old. 
31. Four  fathoms. 
33. 
3t. 
35. 

They 
36. 
37. 
39. 
42. 
46. 
63. 

when 
64. 
67. 
68. 

They keep together in schools. 
Almost  all fish prey upon them. 
None ; they eat bait or any small substance floating in the water. 
fret very fat ;  but I never found any small fish in their stomachs. 
Very greatly. 
Cannot give it a name. 
I think not much. 
The breeding-fish are caught  in nets. 
:Nobody has found out ; it is supposed they spawn at all seasons. 
All kinds of fish eat the young;  have even more enemies than 
full grown. 
No, not now. 
No. 
:~o. 
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71. In sweep and purse nets and in pounds;  not with lines. 
78. Used for mannre, oil~ and mackerel-bait. 
84. t I ighest  price, $1 50 a barrel for mackerel-bait ; fifty cents at the 

guano w o r k s .  About  the same as former prices. 
86. Here, tbr fish-bait, and to the guano-works. About  two thousand 

harrels were sold to fishermen, for $1 50 a barrel, for bait. Scarcely a 
quarter of those caught  about Buzzard's Bay go to the fishermen, but  
go for oil and guano. 

HERRING.  

There have been as many herring the past  year as for ninny years ; 
more abundant  .just about here than for two or three years before. 
They come about the first of March and stay till June. The young ones 
strike in about the 15th to the 20th of May, and in a pleasant afternoon 
there will be f~om one to three acres very lively with ha!f-grown her- 
ring, and those not much larger than the finger; among these a few old 
ones that  seemed to be their guides. The little oI~es never go up the 
rivers. They are caught  with nets when running up creeks. Good, 
fresh ; most of them are salted. They were formerly sold early in the 
spring to the George's fishermen for bait. This year they brought about 
forty cents a hundred;  generally average seventy-five cents a hundred. 
Most are carried to :New Bedford to. markel~. I seined up the herring 
for bait, at the pond near my house, for three years in succession, and 
in that  time used them all up, so that  none come there now. 

WOOD'S HOLE, June 19, 1871. 

Captain THo,~xs ]~INCEEY, JR : 
On the 19th of April of the present year we laid our net and got 25 tautog. 

The pounds were put down about the middle of April. The herring or ale- 
wives did come into Buzzard's Bay as soon as into the Vineyard Sound. I 
th ink they  come direct from the sea, and do not run along the coast. They 
are caught  in February  off the coast outside of the Vineyard. The 
Georges fishermen get their bait of English herring down east, before 
the alewives come here. The Et~glish herring come here about the 1st 
of May, but are not plenty then. Last  year we caught  considerable 
many in the buy, but this year not any. There are many in the bay, 
and on the 1st of December there are many of the English herring 
there. 

The pounds are down and in operation in Buzzard~s Bay, about the 
20th of April. Alewives arc the first fish we catch. Tim menhaden 
this year were out of season~earl ier  than common. They struck 
in Buzzard's Bay, and we caught  a few the 20th (lay of April. I t  was 
something remarkable, never known before. I think some had spawn 
in them then;  about the 1st of May they had. They should not 
strike good until about the 10th of May. 

SCUP. 

2. No; only during the summer months. They make their appearance 
about the 15th of May, and remain until about the middle of October. 
In  about a week after they come in they are most abundant.  They leave 
gradually, m u c h m o r e  slowly than they come in. 
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4. They are the most abundant  of any fish caught  with the hook. 
5. I t  is decidedly scarcer than it used to b% and it is becoming more 

and more scarce. You catch fewer in the pounds and t~wer with the 
hook. I do not mean to say you catch less scup this year than last year. 
The diminution cannot be noticed so much from one year to another~ but 
during a period of five years. This year is remarkable fbr the nets hav- 
ing taken an immense number of small seup~ about half grown, except 
the little ones, of which we make no account. I t  is unusual to have so 
many half-grown ones come in. There are little ones, that  is, very much 
smaller ones than we have got here for many years. These run with the 
big fish~ and are taken with them. The big fish seem to pilo~ them in. 

8. The largest seup I ever saw was about a foot long--would weigh 
ibnr pounds, I think ; though I never measured or weighed them exactly. 
The big scup come first every year. We find nothing but large ones, the 
first that  we get ;  the next school~ four or five days later~ would be 
smaller~ half grown~ weighing from half  to three-quarters of a pound. 

9. I think it takes seup three years to grow. I think the small ones 
we get this year were spawned last year, and that  the little ones were 
two years old. I think I can distinguish about three sizes every year. 
I never saw any spawn in the middle-sized ones. The last year's scup 
will~ most of them~ go through a two-inch mesh; the middle size will 
not. Seup will only grow to about such a size~ when they stop growing. 

11. They tell me that  they catch scup at Montauk Point  bct'ot.e they 
get them in G-~rdneffs Bay. They get them at Watch  Hill betbre they 
do at Saughkonnet  ; first at  Montauk, then at Watch Hill. I cannot tell 
how long a time between Montauk and Saughkonnet. They used to run up 
into :[~arragansett Bay before they reached Saughkonnet~ around by 
Rhode Island Bay ; and even sea-bass went the same way. 

After  striking the main land they follow closely around the shore~ in 
about eighteen feet of water, so deep tlmt you cannot see them in a 
school. I f  the pounds are set in less than eighteen feet of water we do 
not catch the scup. They are c,~ught about one day sooner at ~or th  
Falmouth than at Wood's Hole. They are generally found in Vineyard 
Sound sooner than in ]~uzzard~s Bay. This year they caught them at 
Menemsha Big'h~ three or four days before we did in the bay, and two or 
threedaysearl ier  t hana t  Saughkonnet.  I do not think thereis auydiffer- 
enee in the time of getting them on the two sides of Vineyard Sound. 1 
think those that come into Buzzard~s Bay come out again into Vineyard 
Sound ; otherwise the bay would be full. I do not know that  there was 
any more protection in Buzzard's Bay this year than the year before. 

5. I do not think the little scup are as plenty as they were ten years 
ago ; but  there were more this year than last year. 

46. I think that  the scup that  come into the sound go to Hyannis  to 
breed. 

7. In  ~'Vaquoit Harbor  they used to get any quanti ty of scup ; they 
were large and fat~ because they lived on clams. Since the pound was 
set there they have not caught  any scup with the hook in the harbor. 
The pound is on the west side of the harbor. 

12. I think they return the same way that  they came, most of them; 
others go right out to sea. 

15. I do not think there is the same regularity in leaving that  there 
is in  coming in; they do not school as much in going out. In the fall 
of the year~ when scup leave the ponds~ ttmy will school up and go 
together. All sizes go out together. 

13. I do not know where they spend the winter;  they are never seen 
here then. 
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14. In  the spr ing there  are several  schools. Take the b igges t  pa r t  of 
the  t ime the large scup come first and have three or tbur days '  running~ 
then the middle sized ones, and then the smallest  ones. Between the 
periods there is a t ime when we catch ouly a few. The la rge  ones are 
caught  otlly four or five days,  and l i t t lc  ones about  tile same length  of 
time. 

2. The scup general ly s t r ike  about  the 25th of May, and we get  them 
up to the 20th of June.  There is no use in l ishiug after that .  A b o u t  
the  15th of June  we get  the  most scup ; this  year  i t  was about  the 1st 
of June,  the season being two weeks earlier.  

I th ink not  more than one-third of the scup t ha t  come into file bay ill 
the  spr ing wouhl s tay there if t.here were no pounds. I th ink we do 
not  catch but  a few of the scup tha t  would keep in Buzzard 's  Bay. [ 
th ink  we catch somebody else's scup, and but  a few of our own. I t  is 
only when fish are running  t ha t  we cau catch them in pounds. Where  
they belong, they will not run into pounds. In  Cl~u'k's Cove there are 
two or three pounds,  and there is any quant i ty  of menhaden there;  but  
they cannot catch any at  all in the pounds. Those menhaden belong 
there ; they come there to spawn. 

18. The sexes general ly come in together.  The female dog-fish comes 
in first. When  the scup first come in the spawn is not g rown;  about  
the  15th of June  i t  is p re t ty  full. 

20. VVhen they first, come in they will not  bi te  the hook. Nei ther  will 
any kind of fish ; none of those caught  in the pounds  will bite the hook. 
Even if as plenty as they used to be, scup would not bite the hook unt i l  
about  the 20th of J u n e ;  and I th ink  they  would bi te  about  the same 
time all :dong the coast. 

21. The gnlls do not  tbllow them at all. I th ink  they swim within 
from two and a half" to four feet of the bottom ; not  nearer  the bot tom 
than  a thor, nor h igher  than about  four feet fl'om it. 

22. I do not th ink  the t ide  makes  much difference about  thei r  coming 
in. 

19. I do not th ink  you can catch many  scup with the  hook when 
-spawning. S e a b a s s  and cod-fish sometimes bite when spawning.  

23. Many fish are caught  in the pounds  when spawning,  the mackerel  
most plent,iflfl ; t au tog  and scup also. The spawn is often seen on the 
nets. 

25. They do not run into fresh water,  only into shoal water.  
29. W e  find small and large  scup coming in together.  
30. On a sandy bottom, not necessari ly rocks, except ing in the  fall 

of the  year,  when they will come on the rocks somewhat.  It, does not  
make  much difference as to the water  beiug still  or running.  

31. They are caught  in water  about  fifteen thet and over. 
32. You get  them in the  sound j u s t  as well as in the bay. 
33. I th ink  they school a l i t t le  in going out, but  not  so much as when 

coming in. 
34. I do not th ink  the blue-fish t rouble scup any to speak of; nor sharks  

either,  as they are so spiny they will not t ake  them when they Call get  
other  fish. 

37. They feed mostly on sea-clams. I have seen them root down into 
the sand in summer tor clams. Sometimes they feed on other  shell-fish 
and small  muscles. 

38. Along  the shore where i t  is sandy you can see where they have 
made a l i t t le  hole d igging  ibr clams. 

40. I do not th ink  there is any difference in color when breeding.  
On a rocky bot tom they are da rker  and more bar red  than  elsewhere. 



J 

~ REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF FISH AND FISHERIES,  

37. They usual ly  go to a place with rocky bot tom to get  some k i n d  of 
crabs or something of tlie sort. 

47. I do not  th ink the small  scup are the males accompanying the 
b ig  i~males, because in the large scup you find spawn, but  in the mid- 
die-sized ones you do not  have any show of tha t  sort. The breeding 
females are a l i t t le  l a rger  than the breeding toMes--s imply  swelled out  
m o r e .  

45. I do not  know what  becomes of the spawn when laid, but  [ fllink 
i t  s t icks to the bo t tom;  because if i t  floated at  the top I should have 
seen i t  when scup were plenty.  Al l  the spawn tha t  we find in the 
pounds is in the bottom of the bowl--~mne oa the sides. 

47. I think they spawn in the school. 
63. I do not know of any ; I do not know what the small fish feed on. 
68. I never  knew any sort  of disease in scup. 
71. Sal t  menha.deD, is said to be about  the  best  bait ,  and sal t  clams. 

We general ly  use soft clams for soup. 
72. Iu  a seine, most ly in the  fall. Sometimes in a floating net. 
74. ~Vhen most plenty,  the average catch with a hook and line would 

be e ight  or nine hundred a day. They would bite about  as thst as you 
could put  the bai t  in, and you pulled them in two at  a time. 

77. Scul), and all fish in the sound, bite best on the slack of the tide, 
and not  when it  is running  in full s t rength.  In  the bay it does not  
make so much difference. 

86. :New York and Phi ladelphia .  
79. I t  is good sal ted ; people used to sal t  them for winter.  
80. They are best  when first caught  ; but  they  eat  them in New York 

when they have been caught  a fortnight.  
83. L~ever sohl in any quant i ty  to the guano-works;  when used ibr  

manure they are put  d i rect ly  on the land. _Never used for oil. 
84. H ighes t  price at  wholesale this  year  was six cents a pound ; the  

lowest, two cents. The price was less this year  than last  ; not because 
more were sent to market ,  but  because . there were so many pounds 
down. 

I th ink  the fish-pounds are a curse to the country,  but  I don ' t  believe 
in Rhode Is land catching our fish. h 1860 there was but  one fish- 
pound, tha t  at  ~,Vaquoit, and before tha t  we used to catch scu l) a t  Saughk- 
onnet,  but  after they  had i t  down three or ibur  years  we (lid not begin 
to catch one-half the fish we did be~bre. They used to come from -Nau- 
shon to buy scnp to pu t  on the  land, and then we t r ied  to get  "~ l iving 
by catching them, but  as soon as they got  pounds at  Saughkonnqt  our fish 
were gone. There are not now oue-hundredth pa r t  as many sea-bass as 
there  used to be. 

~ENHADEN. 

1. Known as pogee, here. 
2. Some are found all summer ; i t  p robably  breeds here. 
3. They first appear  a t  the westward. They s t r ike  Montauk Point ,  

and fbllow along the coast  exact ly  l ike the scup, but  go ra the r  more into 
the bays. They go in more sballow water  ; I have seen them in 12 feet. 
A school looks reddish.  I have seen a school a mile wide and a mile 
~nd a half  long. They fi:equently swim near  t h e  surihce, and make a 
l i t t le  d is turbance tha t  can be seen. The first school swims ra the r  deep, 
but  as they become more p lenty  they  can be seen. They general ly  
come in about  tim 10th of May ; this  year  we got  the first the 21st of 
A p r i l - - a b o u t  three weeks earl ier  than the average.  W e  got ~bout a 
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hundred barrels at  once. But  they strikeoff agMn for about a fortnight  
befbre they come regularly. 

4. I t  is the most common fish on the coast, but  is nowhere near so 
plenty as fbrmerly. 

5. They have diminished. 
6. To pounds and purse-nett ing;  and I think they run in deeper 

water this year. 
7. There were not one-tenth as many caught  this year as were caught  

last year, although there were a good many more pounds. 
8. They run two different sizes; the largest, I think, are scarcely a 

ibot long, 
9. I t  takes them three years to grow. 
10. You cannot tell the sexes apart, except by the spawn. They both 

s p a w n .  
11. They come in like the soup, but  hug the shore closer. 
12. They go more to the westward than scup, and very nearly the 

same way they came. 
13. I do not think that  any stop here in the winter ; they breed in 

salt-water. 
16. They keep coming in thicker and faster till they get to the height,  

and then they go off again. 
15. I think they go off in schools. 
18. Both sexes come in together ; they spawn about the 20th of May. 
23. I t  does, when they are full. 
19. They never bite the hook. 
37. I think they live mostly on sand-fleas. 
46. They sp~wn in shoed-water, in the latter part  of May. W e  find 

young menhaden here in the fall. 
21. :Nearer the surface than any kind of fish I know. 
34. All fish eat them. They make the best bait, because they  are so 

oily. 
36. I do not think the bluefish could affect their abundance when 

they were so plenty as they were ninny years ago ; but  where we catch 
thousands and thousands of barrels it must make a difference. 

37. When caught  in the pounds they are traveling, and then we 
sehlom find much ibod in fish. The fish we catch in pounds are not 
feeding, but are bound for their breeding-grounds. 

40. ~No difference. 
41. I thi~ik they spawn like alewives ; the eggs not so large as those 

of herring. 
71. :Never with the hook ; only with nets. They are taken with purse- 

nets throughout  the season. 
15. They disappear from the middle to the last of October. 
75. The largest haul we ever made was 1,200 barrels;  but  I have 

known others to catch from 1,600 to 2,000 barrels. 
86. Most of ours was sold to the mackerel and George's fishermen. I f  

pounds were abolished, I do not know what the cod and mackerel fish- 
ermeu would do for bait. I t  would not pay ibr all the pounds to be 
kept down for the purpose of catching cod and mackerel bait ; if a few 
only were down it would pay. I f  the pounds were taken up by the 10th 
of May, the seup would not be affected here. The scup are not any 
appreciable profit of a pound every year, but  on the whole they are. 
The demand for fish for bait lasts till about the 10th of June ;  after 
t h a t  they arc sold to the oil-works, and the scrap goes into the guano. 

84. We  get about a cent apiece for them when they first come. Of 
the George's men we get half  a cent apiece, and about seventy-five cents 
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a bsrrel of the mackerel fishermen. When sold tbr oil they bring about 
thir ty cents "t barrel. That  is less than the ibrmer prices. Last  year 
the price was fifty cents ~ barrel, and other prices in proportion. All 
kinds of fish brought ~ low price this year, because there were so many 
pounds rmming against each other. Last  year we got $2 50 a barrel 
alongside the fish-l)ouud ; now we get only $2. We sell menhaden for 
oil to the guano-works here. They grind up about six hundred barrels 
a day. 

]KACKEREL. 

2. We got, some stragglers earlier ; but  about the 9th of May we cal- 
culated that  the inain body struck ; that  is~ that  they came in tbr good. 
They appeared about the same time in the sound and in the hay. 

11. We caught  them in the bay befbre they were caught  at Wood's 
Hole. They always ~trike on the east side. All the fish we caught this 
spring had 1)een uI) the bay and were coming out. 

2. The mackerel run about ten (lays. 
4. They were unusually plenty this year ;  I think i~om a half  to a 

third mere this year than before. 
6. I do not kuow why they were more abundant  this year. 
11. in the f:dl they apt)ear to go more out in the sea. channel. They 

go east in the spring and westward in the tall. Las~ 5dl they were very 
plenty in the mouth of' Viney~trd Sound ; were caught  by the mackerel 
fishermen about the middle of October-- large mackerel. 

8. Those caught  this sl)ring were so large that  a tlom'-b~lrrel wouhl 
hold only 140~ without any ice~ and laid on the head would go half  
round. They were not fat~ but ve~5 ~ poor. Sometimes we get smaller 
o n e s .  

17. 
13. 
18. 

looks 
73. 

hook. 
23. 
21. 
37. 
34. 

There was only one general run. 
I do not know. 
Both come in together. There is a scale over the eye, so that  it 
very dim in the spring, and they will not bite. 
I t  is only caught in nets in the spring i they will not then bite the 

Certainly, any quantity. 
Near the surface. 
~o th ing  but small fish. 
The blne3ish eat them ; all kinds of fish will eat them. 

46. When we first catch them there is spawn in them~ so ripe that  it 
will run out~ about the 10th of May. They could not have go~ far from 
Omse waters before spawning. 

64. I have seen young mackerel here in the fall; they are found in 
the ponds~ about five inches long. These, 1 thiuk~ were spawned in the 
spring. 

52. I have no idea how many. 
72. A t  sea they are caught  in purse-nets. 
71. They are caught with the hook outside by the 1st of May. 
78. Highest  price~ ten cents a pound~ and the lowcst~ three~ by the 

quantity. I t  was less than last year. 
86. :New York and Boston. 

TAUTOG. 

2. When the winter is moderate I have seen them around all winter. 
In  a hard winter many come ashore dead. T h e y  are more plenty in 
t h e  s u m m e r .  
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71. A tautog will notbi te  when it is closed up. 
4. Rather  more plenty than scup. 
5. Much less plenty than tbrmerly. 
8. Nine or ten pounds. The largest are caught  in the spring, in the 

tish-pom~ds. 
9. About  three years in growing. 
10. The R~,male is nmre plumI), and a shorter fish than the male. 
11. We catch them at the head of the bay (west) before they are 

caught  here ; the bes~ place is along the coast in Buzzard~s Bay. 
46. Among scattering rocks, or an eel-grass bottom. I have seen 

them come iu ~here there was not more than four feet of water, and 
seen them spawn there. Sometimes two or three big fish are seen to- 
tether .  They come to spawn about the beginning of June,  and stay about 
a fortnight. 

52. The eggs are plenty, as large as those of the l~erring. 
14. They come in in schools, the first mostly large fish, 
2. They came this year on the 19th of April, and continued to come 

more plentifully till the 25th of April. This was about two weeks earlier 
than usual. 

19. They will not bite when they first come in. 
20. Sometimes they will bite just  before they spawn ; and then~ again, 

r ight  after. T h e y  ahnost always h-~w ~, one biting spell~ just  betbre 
spawning, from the middle to the l~st of May. 

46. I do not think they drop their spawn until the 1st of June. 
23. Sometimes the spawn runs out about the 1st of May, in ~he pound. 

That  depends upon the number, whether they are crowded or not. 
42. All the fish we take in pounds we take before they spawn ; none 

of then, afterwards. 
21. Close to the bottom. 
30. About  rocks and eel-grass, whether spawning or harboring. 
34. None that  I know oI: 
37. Crabs, muscles~ and barnacles ; and I have caught  them with lit- 

tle lobsters in them. The hermit-crab is the bess basis for them~ and 
sand-crabs. 

86. New York, particularly. 
82. No ; it is not good. 
83. Not used for manure. 
84. The first caught  brought  875 for four barrels, in New Y'ork, A 

barrel averages 180 pounds, without ice. The lowest price was one and 
a half cents a pound here. 

SQUETEAGUE. 

'2. They are most plenty in Aug/ist. 
5. They are more plenty every year, while the blue-fish is gett ing 

scarce, 
2. We ibund them first this year about the 1st of June. 
6. They increase because the blue-fish diminish. 
S. The largest about nine pounds. 
9. They attain their growth in three years. 
11. They come from the "West. 
17. There are diftb, rent sizes, but  not so great as in scup. 
20. They are not catlght here with the hook. In  the bay they are 

caught,  and will bite menhaden fi)r bait. 
37. I think they feed on the same as the striped-bass; that  is~ small 

fish. 
S. Mis. 6 1 ~ 5  
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BLUE-FISH.  

2. Come in Sln'ing a n d  l eave  in  t he  fall. Come ahou t  the  20th o f  
May.  

21. N o t  so nea r  t he  top  as  t he  n l cnhaden .  W e  on ly  know they  arc  
he re  b y  f r s t  c a t c h i n g  t hem in t i le  p o u n d s .  

76. C a u g h t  in p o u n d s  before  t h e y  b i t e  t he  hook.  
8. The  l a r g e r  ones  c a u g h t  f irst  ; we igh  f rom five to  e i g h t  i)ouuds.  
11. T h e y  go ea s twa rd .  Come in fl 'om the  sea~ l ike  mackere l .  Mos t  

of t i le  m i g r a t i n g  fish come in l ike  scrip, some r u n n i n g  n e a r e r  the  shore  
t h a n  others .  

23. N e v e r  saw one wi th  a spawn in it. 
6~. T h e r e  a re  m a n y  young'  ones a b o u t  here.  
5. T h e y  a re  d e c r e a s i n g ;  t h e  dec rease  b e g a n  w i th in  ibm'  or  five yea r s .  
6. I t h i n k  those  t a k e n  iu  t h e  p o u n d s  m a k e  much  difference.  
75. The  l a r g e s t  hau l  I ever  k n e w  in a p o u n d  was  a b o u t  se\ ,en hun-  

d red .  
20. T h e y  b e g i n  to t a k e  t h e  hook  a b o u t  t he  10th of  June .  
11. T h e y  s c a t t e r  in  smmncr ,  a n d  school  a g a i n  when  t h e y  run  out.  
37. A n y  fish t h a t  a re  s w i m m i n g ;  t h e y  w a n t  s o m e t h i n g  to ch-tse. 

N e v e r  knew t h e m  to ea t  c r abs  or  shell-fish. N e v e r  st~w worms  in t h e i r  
s tomachs .  

42. K n o w  n o t h i n g  a b o u t  t he i r  spa~wning. 
68. N e v e r  k n e w  of  any  d i sease  a m o n g  them.  
82. Yes  ~ m a n y  a re  s a l t ed  in  t he  fall~ as  i t  is t hen  lhi .  
83. N e v e r  used  fl)r manure .  
84. I l i g h e s t ,  e i g h t  cen t s  ~ l )ound ; a n d  lowest ,  fi)m'. T h a t  is as  

much  as  t he  pr ice  l a s t  year .  They  were scarce  th i s  year .  

SPANISI[  3IACKEREL,  

2. W e  b e g a n  to  ca t ch  t h e m  two y e a r s  ago,  a b o u t  t he  25th of  J u l y .  
C a u g h t  t i l l  t im m i d d l e  of  S e p t e m b e r .  

4. More  p l e n t y  l a s t  y e a r  thml  t h e  y e a r  before .  
37. A b o u t  t he  s ame  as  t h a t  of  s t r i ped -bas s .  
8. A v e r a g e  a b o u t  t h r e e  p o u n d s ;  n e v e r  saw any  of  t he  v e r y  l a r g e  

ones~ so cal led.  
SEA-BASS. 

2. :Firs t  t a k e n  a b o u t  t he  1s t  of  May.  i t  is  found he re  in t i le  s u m m e r  
and  in t h e  w in t e r .  

5. ]~Iuch sca rce r  t h a n  fo rmer ly .  
8. H a v e  c a u g h t  the ln  t h a t  we ighed  twe lve  pounds .  
11. Much  l ike  scup ; b u t  do no t  school  as  lnueh as  seal). 
75. I I a v e  e a u g h t  t h r e e  or  tbur h u n d r e d  in a p o u n d  a t  a t ime.  
83. T h e y  used  to p u t  t h e m  on the  l a n d  a b o u t  Seconnet .  
46. I t h i n k  on the  ee l -grass  bo t tom.  
37. T h e y  ca tch  some fish and  (_'at crabs .  M a c k e r e l s '  i n t e s t i ne s  a re  t he  

b e s t  b a i t  ; a n d  t h e  s tomach  of  the  m e n h a d e n  is l a r g e l y  used  as  ba i t .  
82. Never .  
$4. H i g h e s t  I)riee, si:¢ cen t s  :~ pound ,  a n d  the  lowest ,  Ibm'. H a v e  

k n o w n  the  l)riee as  h i g h  as  f if teen "lnd e igh teen  cents .  

STRIPED-I]ASS.  

11. T h e y  go eastward~ l ike  ~'cup a n d  sea-bass .  
2. :F i r s t  c a u g h t  a b o u t  t he  f irst  of  May.  
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46. Think they spawn out south, in the fall. 
5. They are nmeh diminished~almost  exterminated. 
71. We catch them with hooks in the spring ; but  they will not weigh 

half  a pound apiece, and ~tre MI of the same size. 
30. These little ones go into the ponds every year. 
8. The largest weigh from three to seven pounds, and then the old sea- 

b,tss~ as they are called, weigh from ten to eighty or ninety pomlds. 
17.  There are three runs of striped-bass ; the smallest coming the 1st of 

May~ the second size about the 20th to the 25tl b and the biggest about  
the 1st of July. 

72. They will not go into pounds;  or if they do they get ou t ;  except 
the small ones. 

5. They are less plenty than formerly. 
71. They begin to bite q bout the 10th of June. 
30. The little ones go into ii'esh water ; the larger ones never do. 
2. I have known them here all winter. The little bass stay in the 

ponds until it is very hot, and then eolne out, and go in again when it 
is cooler. The large ones are caught  in deep water. 

37. Mostly they feed on bri l-- l i t t le  fish. They willeat  erabs~ and a 
large.one will eat herring or menhaden. 

11. They go eastward in spring trod westward in the fall. 
84. The highest price this year ~as  not over half  a eent apouud.  W e  

caught  nolle of the large ones. 

COD-FISIL 

72. Wi th  tim hook ; none in pounds, to speak of. 
2. Last  of 3iareh and first of April off Nom~u's Land. Come into 

the sound about tim 10th of April ; they s~ay till about the first of May. 
11. i think those that  come into the sound go west. 

HERRING. 

2. Caugh~ in pounds about the 1st of April. 
11. Bound eastward. When  they run h)w they are tn ,  veling. 
75. The largest haul last year w a s  13,000. 
5. More plenty this year and last than ibr some years before. 
6. I do not think it is from the planting on the coast. Perhaps it is 

because the blue-fish are gone. They were appreciably more abundant  
this year than last ;  and ttlso last year than the year belbre. 

WOOD'S HOLE~ September 5, 1871. 
C a p t a i n  ISA[AI[  SPINDEL : 

Captain Spindel is the manager  of a fish-pound at t!le eastern extrem- 
i ly of Buzzard's Bay. They tool< soup first this year on the 27th of 
April. The pound was put down on the 12th, and the first fish were 
taken on the 14th. Herr ing and alewives were the first tish taken. 
Some English herring were caught  with the rest, but  not very plenty.. 
They are easily distinguislmd from the alewives. I call them " blue- 
backs." They are the 'same as they catch down east in nets, and also in 
Cape Cod Bay. We  got the English herring all the time we did ale- 
wives. I should say both were caught  as late as the middle of May. 
We caught  them most identy about the last of April. Never caught  
over three thousand at a time. We  sold them Ibr bait ; all the alewives 
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e a u a h t  in s p r i n g  g'o fi~r bai t .  W e  eonhl sell tell  t imes  as  m a n y ,  it' we 
eonhl  ge t  t lwm, tbr  bai t .  W e  soh] a few a t  New Bedford .  A tk~w are  
s a l t e d  by people  here.  T h e y  do not  ea t  many  fl'esh. 

51enhaden eome nex t .  The  t i rs t  one we c a u g h t  l a s t  y e a r  was on the  
23d of  A p r i l  ; and  the  f irst  m a c k e r e l  ~lt, the  same t ime.  

The  macke re l  and  m e n h a d e n  c a u g h t  t hen  were s t r agg le r s .  L i k e l y  
enough  the  n e x t  d a y  we got  two or  three ,  a n d s o o n .  A b o u t  the  10th 
to  t he  15th of  3 Iay  was the  bes t  t ime  tor  c a t c h i n g  meuhade l l  l a s t  y e a r ;  
th i s  y e a r  t h e y  came on the  21st  of A p r i l ,  when  we c a u g h t  a t housaud .  
W e  e a u o h t  a few stra~'glei 's  beli)re. I t h i n k  we e a u g h t  one or  two a b o u t  
t he  midd le  of  Apr i l .  W e  b r o u g h t  them ashore  and t r i ed  them tbr  the i r  
fa tness .  The  f i rs t  t h a t  come are  n e a r l y  as iht  as  t hey  a r e  in the  fal l  of  
the, year .  

The  E n g l i s h  h e r r i n g  have  spawn in t h e m  when we first  c a t ch  them.  
'The a lewives  and  m e n h a d e n  have  some. I never  saw much  spawn  in 
m e n h a d e n  any  t ime  ; no t  so much  as  in a lewives .  

I have  seen blue-fish a n d  sque t eague  t h r o w  the  fi~od out  of  t he i r  
s t o m a c h s  when caught .  I t h i n k  the  blue-fish fill the i r  s t o m a c h s  and  
t hen  e m p t y  them j u s t  tbr  l he  t im of  tl~e th i rs t ,  so as  to ca tch  more  fish 
I have  seen t hem go in to  a school  of  m e n h a d e n  a n d  ca tch  some and 
t h r o w  them Ul) aga in ,  mid then  go in aga in .  [ could no t  swear  t hey  
t h r e w  the  s tuff  Ulb b u t  I am qu i t e  pos i t ive  i t  is so. I have  seen the  
fish al l  chewed  u 1) th rown ou t  in t he  water .  They  often b i te  fish, and  
swal low a p a r t  and  leave  the  rest .  

W e  do no t  ca t ch  t a u t o g  wi th  t he  f irst  run  ; not  t i l l  a b o u t  t he  5th  to 
t he  15th of  May.  W e  ca t ch  only  now an(1 then  one iu Apr i l .  

Sea-bass  (b lack-bass)  come a l i t t l e  a f t e r  the  t au tog ,  a long  a b o u t  t im 
20th of  M a y  to t he  10th of  , lune. W e  do not  ca tch  a n y  s t r a g g l e r s  in 
April. 

W e  got  t he  f i rs t  lot  of scup on the  27th of  Apr i l ,  when we go t  i bu r  
ba r r e l s ,  I t h ink .  W e  go t  t hem mos t  p l e n t y  about) the  8th  of  May.  W e  
d i d  no t  ca tch  a~ g r e a t  m a n y  th i s  year .  A t  one hau l  I t h i n k  we go t  two 
boa t - loads ,  s ay  t h i r t y - t i r e  ba r re l s  in all. These  were  ve ry  l a r g e - - t h r e e -  
1)ouuders, some of  them.  They  h a d  sp:~wn in them,  not  v e r y  r ipe.  i 
h a v e  seen spawn  ill m idd l ing - s i zed  s c u p - - t h e t w o - y e a r  old seup.  W h e n  
mos t  plenty~ we go t  82 50 and  $3 a ba r re l  for seup. W e  sold to_Powel,  
of  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  Those  we sold at, New B e d t b r d  we go~ th ree  cen t s  a. 
p o u n d  for. 

The  lowes t  pr ice  we h a v e  ever  soht blue-fish for  was two and ~ h a l f  
cen t s  a I )ound- -abou~  the  f irst  of  Ju ly .  I sen t  some to New York ,  a n d  
go t  $4 98 tbr  two bar re l s .  They  wouhl  weigh  180 I)ounds to the  bar re l .  
T h a t  was  a b o u t  t he  25th of Ju ly .  

W e  have  ( ' aught  less  fish th i s  y e a r  t han  las t ,  and  got  poore r  pr ices  
for them.  W e  lmve  c leared  expenses ,  t hough .  It: [ had  known  
the, r e su l t  t h i s  y e a r  I shouhl  have  u n d e r t a k e n  the  bus iness ,  even  i f  [ 
h a d  o the r  bus iness .  W e  d id  th ree  t imes  as  well l a s t  year ,  thoug'h.  I 
do  no t  know why  we d id  no t  do be t t e r  th i s  y e a r ;  w h e t h e r  i t  was in 
consequence  of  tl~e g r e a t e r  n u m b e r  of  pounds  in th is  x ie ini ty ,  or  because  
t he  fish were  c a u g h t  more  a t  the  wes twqrd .  

Ques t ion .  W h a t  were some of  the  pecu l i a r i t i e s  iu respect,  to fish th i s  
y e a r  ? 

A n s w e r .  Scup  came ea r l i e r ;  menha( leu  a n d  h e r r i n g  a b o u t  t he  same  
t i m e  as  usual .  W e  have  not  c a u g h t  a n y m o r e  squc t e a gue  this  y e a r  t h a n  
we d id  las t .  Mr. L u t e ,  a t  the  Vineyar(l~ sa id  he c a u g h t  as  inany  as  lash 
yea r ,  b u t  d i d  no t  ge t  so lnueh for them.  W e  c a u g h t  as  m a n y  common 
m a c k e r e l  as  l a s t  y e a r ;  b u t  t h e y  were  more  scarce  than any o the r  lish. 
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S q u e t e a g u e  we took  f irst  a b o u t  t t le  20th of  J u l y ,  e x c e p t i n g  now a n d  
then  ~ s c a t t e r i n g  om~; ~,ot more  t h a n  ha l f  a dozen  in -ill before  t h a t  
t ime.  They  had  s p a w n  in them--g 'ood~ nice  spawn.  I took  p a r t i c u l a r  
no t i ce  of  t he  difIbrenee be tweeu  the  spawn of  h e r r i n g  a n d  sque t eague .  
The  h e r r i n / - s l ) a w n  was l a r g e r ;  t h a t  ot" t im s q u e t e a g u e  a d a r k  red,  a n d  
sma l l e r  t han  t h a t  of  herrino' .  P u t  al l  I no t i ced  h a d  spawn in them.  
W e  neve r  ea teh  any  smal l  squeteague, ,  t h o u g h  t h e  f i rs t  we eaught~ I 
t h ink ,  was  no t  over  a foot  long.  

Cod-fish we ca t ch  once in a wh i l e ;  t h e  la rge ,  o v e r g r m w  b logy  o n e s .  
W e  eau~'ht  one p r e t t y  good- look ing  cod.l ish.  

W e  neve r  ca t ch  h a d d o c k .  
Po l l ock  we have  c a u g h t  a few. 
Cod-fish are  ea.ug'ht off on the  Midd le  G r o u n d  in t he  sp : ' ing  ; ouce it~ 

a g r e a t  whi!e  they  ca tch  a h a d d o c k ,  b u t  no t  often. 
H a k e  t hey  ca tch  oecas iona l ly .  
W e  neve r  ca tch  a n y  sa lmon  or  sahnon- t rou t .  
S t r i p e d b a s s  we c a u g h t  l a s t  yea r ,  s i x ty  or  seventy~ w e i g h i n g  f rom 

e i g h t  to twe lve  pounds .  I t  is p r e t t y  diff icult  to ca tch  them in a pound .  
T h e y  go in, b u t  seem to go ou t  a g a i n  v e r y  quiel ;  a t  t he  mouth .  

Ques t ion .  D o  a n y  of  t h e s e  go back  iu  t he  thl l  "is t h e y  come in in 
s p r i n g  ? 

A n s w e r .  Yes ;  m e n h a d e n  and  mackere l .  I do no t  know how la t e  scup 
s t ay  ; we have  c a u g h t  t h e m  in October~ in a m o d e r a t e  thll. T a u t o g  s t a y  
in t he  b a y  all  win te r ,  in t he  deep  wa te r .  

Cap ta in  S)tt1:Ir~ who was  in c o m p a n y  wi th  C a p t a i n  S1)indel~ sa id  he 
h a d  l ived here  and  on t h e  i s l and  twenf.y years .  Blue-f ish were  mos t  
a b u n d a n t  in th i s  v i c i n i t y  from twe lve  to fifteen y e a r s  ago  ; much  more  
I) lenty t h a n  now. 

C a p t a i n  SPINDEL: W h e n  the guano -works  were s t a r t e d ,  seven  y e a r s  
ago,  i wen t  l)urse-seinil~g for t he  company ,  and  the re  were  p l e n t y  of  
blue-fish up in t he  bay  t i tan.  The  n e x t  y e a r  I was  l ook ing  ii)r schools  
of  m e n d a d e n  and  went, aloft ,  and  saw r~()thing b u t  blue-fish as  fa r  us I 
could  see- - f i ) r  mi les  a r o u n i l - - b r e a k i n g  w a t e r  in schools.  The re  were  
no menlmIlen  there .  The re  w'~s a blue-f ish fbr e v e r y  squa re  y a r d ;  t h e y  
were  al l  over  t he  water ,  a n d  i t  was  as  e~flm as  eouhl  be. I s t ood  
on the  deck  a n d  looked  a t  t h e m  and  t hen  w e n t  aloft ,  a n d  t hey  were  as  
fa r  as  I could  see. I have  neve r  seen "myth ing  l ike  i t  since. I h a v e  
k n o w n  blue-fish in M a s s a c h u s e t t s  B a y  as  fitr b a c k  as  fifteen or  s ix t een  
y e a r s  ago.  I wen t  to Ca l i fb rn ia  a b o u t  t w e n t y  y e a r s  ago~ and  I t h i n k  
t h e y  were  t h e r e  before  I wen t  away.  The  blue- l ish  d r i v e  ou t  o t h e r  fish 
when  t hey  eolne into  a b a y - - a l l  k imt s  of  fish t h a t  a re  n o t  l a r g e r  t h a n  
themse lves .  

Macke re l  have  come in more  p l en ty ,  and  blue-f ish no t  so I) lenty.  I 
t h i n k  the  blue-fish do more  h a r m  to the  f i sh ing  t h a n  the  p o u n d s  do~ t en  
t imes .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  l )mmds  m a k e  fish -my more  scarce.  W h e r e  a 
p o u n d  ca tches  one fish, o the r  fish ea t  up  t h o u s a n d s .  

Ques t ion .  Sui)pose t h e  blue-fish ea t  up n ine - t en th s  of  al l  t he  seup,  a n d  
the  t r a p s  c a u g h t  t h e  o t h e r  t e n t h  when  go ing  to th'e spawning-ground~ 
would  no t  t h a t  m a k e  a di f ference ? 

A n s w e r .  I t  m i g h t  make  a difllerenee ; b u t  i t  would  m a k e  a d i f ference  
i f  t h e y  were  c a u g h t  wi th  a hook. T a k e  i t  t h i s  y e a r ;  t h e r e  have  been  a 
g r e a t  m a n y  p o u n d s - - l o t s  of t h e m - - t o  t he  w e s t w a r d  ; and  t h e y  say  t h e y  
n e v e r  h a d  so m a u y  fish as  t h i s  year .  I wish  fish would  d i m i n i s h  so t h a t  
we could  ge t  a d e c e n t  p r ice  for  them.  The re  a re  five t imes  as  m a n y  fish 
eit teu as  t h e r e  used  to be. A n y  one wou ld  t h i n k  t h a t  5~000 vessels~ 
catching mackerel with spawn in them, would diminish the number ; 
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some  y e a r s  t h e y  are  scarce~ and  then  a g a i n  you  can  ge t  a n y  q u a n t i t y  of  
t h e m .  

I have  seen v e r y  smal l  macke re l  in P r o v i n c e t o w n  IIarbor~ no t  more  
t h a n  two  inches  long,  in Ju ly .  

Ques t ion .  W h a t  is t he  n u m b e r  of  m a c k e r e l  t a k e n  in pounds ,  com- 
p a r e d  w i th  t hose  t a k e n  wi th  t he  hook  ? 

A n s w e r .  N o t  one . t en th .  Th i s  y e a r  a n d  l a s t  t h e r e  h a v e  been  more  
purse - se ines  for  m a c k e r e l  t h a n  eve r  beibre .  W h e n  fish are  mov ing ,  
b o u n d  somewhere ,  we ca t ch  them in t he  pounds ,  when t h e y  come nea r  
t h e  shore.  T h e y  Jbllow a long  in here,  and  away  they  go aga in .  

Ques t ion .  D o  you  suppose  b o u n d  ~br t he  e a s t e r n  end  of  the  sound~ to 
come in to  t h e  b a y ?  

A n s w e r .  Yes~ sir.  
Vv'hen m a c k e r e l  have  s p a w n e d  and  a re  in schools  t h e y  wil l  re fuse  t he  

hook ,  somet imes  tbr  a week  a t  a t ime.  I t h i n k  t h e y  have  no sI)awn in 
t h e m  in J u l y .  ~,Vhen t h e y  a re  ou t  he re  t h e y  a re  full of  r ipe  spawn.  
T h e y  wil l  t a k e  the  hook  in t he  spr ing ,  even when  t h e y  have  Sl)~twn in 
them.  T h e y  r u n  ou t  as  far  as  fifty miles  from t h e  shore.  

I neve r  c a u g h t  a scup ou t  a t  sea. 
I do no t  t h i n k  I)ound-f ishing is a q u a r t e r  as  bad  as  blue-fish 1br de- 

s t r o y i n g  fish. A 1)lue-fish will d e s t r o y  a t h o u s a n d  fish in :t day .  W h e n  
t h e y  ge t  in to  ,~ school  of  m e n h a d e n  you can  see a s t r eam of  hlood as  fa r  
as  you  can  see. They  go in to  then  b and  they  will  d e s t r o y  the  whole  
schoo l  before  t h e y  l e t  them go. I t h i n k  m e n h a d e n  a re  more  scarce  t h a n  
t h e y  used  to be. T h e y  p u t  up  the  g u a n o - i a c t o r y  here  on accoun t  of  
m e n h a d e n  be ing  so p l e n t y  then .  Twenty- f ive  or t h i r t y  y e a r s  ago  t h e r e  
were  no blue-f ish,  a n d  nmnhaden  were  p len ty .  On ly  once in ~ whi le  
were  t h e r e  a n y  blue-fish then .  F i n a l l y  the  blue-fish go t  so p l e n t y  t hey  
d r o v e  al l  t he  m e n h a d e n  ou t  of  t he  bay.  The re  are  l ) lenty  of  m e n h a d e n  
up  in t he  head  of  t he  h a r b o r s  ; some blue-fish will  go uI) and  d r i v e  them 
up as  ihr  as  t h e y  can ; b u t  blue-f ish don~t l ike  to  go up into  fresh water .  

S q u e t e a g u e  will  swal low m e n h a d e n  whol'e. 
W e  did  no t  ca t ch  a n y  l i t t l e  soup l a s t  y e a r  in  the  pounds .  Once  in a 

whi le  we c a u g h t  one of  l a rge  s ize;  b u t  now we ge t  a good  m a n y  smal l  
ones  eve ry  morn ing .  W e  le t  t hem g% all  we can.  

S h a r k s  and  r a y s  a re  more  p l e n t y  in t he  ea r ly  s i ) r ing ;  t hey  seem to go 
w i th  the  e a r l y  fish. 

S t i n g a r e e s  don; t  come un t i l  J u l y .  

HEAD OF I~UZZARD~S ])AY, 
September 25~ 1871. 

I)OTTER ]31~IGHT~[Ah ~, ( l ives a t  W e s t p o r t ,  b u t  was  f i shing hea r  t he  
h e a d  of  t h e  b a y  :) 

I can te l l  you  i t  is s l im f i sh ing ;  t he  f i sh ing  is g rowing  worse  e v e r y  
day .  The re  is n o t h i n g  do ing  a t  W e s t p o r t .  i i e r e  I can  fish e v e r y  d a y  
a b o u t ,  b u t  t h e r e  you  cannot ,  l: a m  c a t c h i n g  t a u t o g  a l t o g e t h e r  ; I h , tve 
n o t  c a u g h t  a seup s ince  I have  been here.  The re  a re  some boa t s  t h a t  
go  off and  ca tch  a few l i t t l e  ones,  v e r y  few. I have  been  off he re  fish- 
i n g  tbr  t au tog ,  and ,  whi le  c a t c h i n g  t h a t  ea r  full  of' t hem~ couhl  ca tch  
two  bushe l s  of  scup.  I do no t  see any  difference in t he  l i t t l e  scup th i s  
yea r .  T h e y  are  c a u g h t  up ; t h a t  is  w h a t  m a k e s  t h e m  so scarce.  The  
t r a p s  a n d  p o u n d s  here  ca tch  t hem ; t h e y  ca tch  more  in  one n i g h t  t h a n  
a l l  t h e  smack -men  can c a t c h  in a season.  Before  t h e y  c o m m e n c e d  t r ap -  
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ping I couhl come up here and catch enough to get ready to go home 
agMn in ten days. The fish grow scarcer every year. 

Question. How are you going to remedy it ? 
Answer. I would stop the t rapping;  that  would remedy it. I would 

vote to stop trapping pret ty quick. 
Six or seven smacks used to come up here, and every one get a load ; 

now nobody has got a load for a long time. There would be as many 
~lgain fishing wi~h hook and line if" it were not for tile traps. 

There are 11o traps about Westport  ; they had one, but  tile head man 
was accidentally shot, and it was stopped; and since then there have 
not been any traps set there. 

Soon after they began to trap at Wood's  Hole fish began to grow 
scarce. In  one night they caught 200 1)arrels of tautog;  and not only 
that,  but  they take them as spawning fish. 

Fish will not bi~e when full of spawn. I have seen two bushels in a 
heap all throwing out their spawn. Then you cannot get a fish ro touch 
your  hook. I have seen as many as twenty-five large fish doing that. 
They look as though they were all in a snarl, coming r ight  up under 
your boat. Sometimes you will see a pair together. I have seen them 
shoot their spawn. They will not bite then, and you cannot do any- 
thing with them. 

They spawn anywhere, where they happen to be. I have never seen 
scup spawning. 

Tautog spawn the last of' May or first of June. 
Blue-fish have been pre t ty  plenty the latter part  of the season; the 

first part  they were scarce ; most of the time less than last year~ and 
very small. 

I never saw them spawning ; and I dow't know ag I have taken them 
with spawn ill them ; I don~t k~mw a great  deal about that  kind of fish ; 
I follow tautoging. 

I ha~'e caught  2~400 tautog in a dav~ with the help of one man. But  
I have not made a l l y ing  by fishing this summer. I have done the 
slimmest that  I have ever done since I have run a smack. I went out 
with another man~ and fished all the ibrenoon, and both of us got about 
twenty-five pounds. 

The largest tautog I ever caught  weighed fourteen pounds. Rock- 
bass are very scarce ; I have not caught  but one since I have been here. 
I used to catch a great many here. In  fishing for tautog, while I got  "t. 
hundred weight of them ~ would catch fifty to seventy-fly e pounds of 
bass. I believe I did not catch one this spring. 

I do not know where squeteague spawn. They are more plenty than 
they used to be for a good many years. For ty  years ago they were more 
plenty. 

I remember when there were no blue.fish around. 
I f  tile traps were stopped the fish would come back again in half  a 

dozen years. 
There are very few hool[-fishermen now. Most of them have given it 

up  because they cannot make a living. 
Question. When they caught  fish ino ld  times where did they nmrket  

them ? 
Answer. In  :New York. I think it is twenty  years since they have 

sent  fish to New York. 
They first begun to set traps at Watch  Hill, and then at Saughkonet.  
I came up with a man about a week ago, and we have caught  about  

seven hundred pounds. We have fished ever day - - two  of us. 
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COHASSL~ NAm~OWS, Se2)tember 25, 1871. 
A. J.  HATIIAWAY : 
I have  been  here t w e n t y  years,  and  I never  saw the young  seup so 

p l en ty  as they  have  been  this  year. S t r iped-bass  are five t imes as l f ienty 
this  yea r  as ~hey were last .  

There  are more t a u t o g  here: and  "~boltt the same mlmber  of squete ' tgue  
as las t  year.  

There  are a good m a n y  young  bhle-l ish up this  h a r b o r ;  b u t  no la rge  
O l l 0 S .  

I t h i n k  1)hm-iish and  bass  spawn up  in this  r iver .  
Smal l  mackere l  come up here,  a r r i v ing  abou t  the  first of October,  and  

s t ay ing  ~hree or iour  weeks. Las t  Lfll we caugh t  a good many .  
PA'I?IHC, K BUTLER. There  have  been  plent.y of small-sized seup abou$ 

here th i s  year.  F o r  two or three  years  back  there  have  been ve ry  few 
here. Twelve  or fifteen ~ vcars  ago they were very  p l en ty  ; b u t  for two or 
th ree  years  back  a m a n  could no t  get  enough  to have  a mess to eat ,  
wi th  a hook ' tad  line. 

ROBEI~T P. HOLMES. There  have  been a good m a n y  young  seup aboll t  
here this  year.  There  was a grea t  q u a n t i t y  of young  menhaden .  ] .have 
no t  seen so m a n y  y o u n g  seup tbr a long time. The b r eed ing  seup i ~ t h e  
sp r ing  here were nol~more t h a n  8 inches  hmg. We have not  eaught~u~y 
big  seup at  all. ) I neve r  saw a y o u n g  squeteague.  

I t h i n k  blue-t ish spawn Ul) in this  bay,  be(muse we see .~ grea t  m4any 
l i t t le  fish. 1 found  ~ y o u n g  blue-fish Sundqy  morn ing ,  not  over an inch  
long.  Fo r  the  las t  two years  we are no t  ca t ch ing  many  blue-fish. 

S. S. I-~ll)I.m, (head of 13uttermilk Bay.) There  seem 1o be a grea t  
m a n y  seup here th is  year  ; some three  and  same six inches  long.  \Ve 
don~  see any  seup th ' t t  will weigh a pound  here now, and  we don ' t  
get  b u t  :~ few any  w'~y. My ihther,  t w e n t y  years  ago~ used to catch 
th ree  boat- loads at  a tide. Now you m i g h t  as well look Ibr a ~ahnon 
as fi)r :~ lqrge seup, 
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